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This lesson is one approach to teaching the State Standards associated with this unit. Districts are encouraged to customize this lesson by

supplementing with district-approved resources, materials, and activities to best meet the needs of learners. The duration for this lesson is

only a recommendation, and districts may modify the time frame to meet students’ needs. To better understand how your district may be
implementing CSCOPE lessons, please contact your child’s teacher. (For your convenience, please find linked the TEA Commissioner’s
List of State Board of Education Approved Instructional Resources and Midcycle State Adopted Instructional Materials.)

Lesson Synopsis

Students explore the structure of government at the local, state, and national levels, as well as the services the government provides, and

the financing for the services. Students compare the three branches of government focusing on the executive branch, how the levels work

together and the enforcement of rules and laws.

TEKS

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) listed below are the standards adopted by the State Board of Education, which are

required by Texas law. Any standard that has a strike-through (e.g. sample phrase) indicates that portion of the standard is taught in a

previous or subsequent unit. The TEKS are available on the Texas Education Agency website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?

id=6148.

3.2 History. The student understands common characteristics of communities, past and present. The student is

expected to:

3.2A Identify reasons people have formed communities, including a need for security, religious freedom, law,

and material well-being.

3.2B Identify ways in which people in the local community and other communities meet their needs for

government, education, communication, transportation, and recreation.

3.2C Compare ways in which various other communities meet their needs.

3.9 Government. The student understands the basic structure and functions of various levels of government.

The student is expected to:

3.9A Describe the basic structure of government in the local community, state, and nation.

3.9B Identify local, state, and national government officials and explain how they are chosen.

3.9C Identify services commonly provided by local, state, and national governments.

3.9D Explain how local, state, and national government services are financed.

Social Studies Skills TEKS

3.18 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected

to:

3.18B Use technology to create written and visual material such as stories, poems, pictures, maps, and

graphic organizers to express ideas.

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Performance Indicators

Grade 03 Social Studies Unit 09 PI 01

Draw a diagram to describe the structure of the local government. Identify how government officials are chosen and identify examples of each process. List

services provided by the local government and explain how they are financed.

Standard(s): 3.9A , 3.9B , 3.9C , 3.9D , 3.18B 

ELPS  ELPS.c.5B

Key Understandings

Elected and appointed government officials work together with the consent of the governed to provide community services that help
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citizens meet their needs.

—    How do elected officials provide community services that meet the needs of the citizens?
—    Why do people form communities?
—    How do people in communities meet their needs for government, education, communication, transportation, and recreation?
—    What are different ways communities meet their needs?
—    What is the basic structure of government in the local community, state, and nation?
—    Who are local, state, and national government officials, and how were they chosen?
—    What services are commonly provided by local, state, and national governments?
—    How are local, state, and national government services financed?

Vocabulary of Instruction

local government officials

local government services

appoint

 

community services

separation

vote

 

tax

elect

 

Materials

Refer to the Notes for Teacher section for materials.

Attachments

All attachments associated with this lesson are referenced in the body of the lesson. Due to considerations for grading or student

assessment, attachments that are connected with Performance Indicators or serve as answer keys are available in the district site and

are not accessible on the public website.

Handout: Three Branches of Government Graphic (1 copy per student)

Teacher Resource: Three Branches Explained (1 per group)

Handout: Name that Branch Blank

Teacher Resource: Name that Branch KEY

Handout: Services Provided (1 per student)

Handout: Paying for Services (1 per student)

Handout: Executive Enforcement Chart (1 per student)

Handout: Executive Enforcement (1 per student)

Teacher Resource: Leadership Game (printed off and cut into strips)

Teacher Resource: Leadership Game KEY

Handout: Rings of Enforcement (1 per student)

Teacher Resource: Rings of Enforcement KEY

Resources

None identified

Advance Preparation

1. Become familiar with content and procedures for the lesson, including the structure of the local, state and national government.

2. Refer to the Instructional Focus Document for specific content to include in the lesson.

3. Select appropriate sections of the textbook and other classroom materials that support the learning for this lesson.

4. Preview materials and websites according to district guidelines.

5. Prepare materials and handouts as necessary.

Background Information

Students learned in earlier lessons the reasons that people form communities and the ways communities meet needs. In this lesson, the same ideas are

extended to government. Become familiar with the ways that elected officials meet the needs of the citizens in the local community and how the officials are

chosen. Students will also become familiar with the basic structure of the local, county, state and national governments, the services they provide, and how the

services are financed.
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GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Teachers are encouraged to supplement and substitute resources, materials, and activities to meet the needs of learners. These lessons

are one approach to teaching the TEKS/Specificity as well as addressing the Performance Indicators associated with each unit. District

personnel may create original lessons using the Content Creator in the Tools Tab. All originally authored lessons can be saved in the “My
CSCOPE” Tab within the “My Content” area.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Instructional Procedures

ENGAGE – Three Branches

Notes for Teacher

NOTE: 1 Day = 50 minutes

Suggested Day 1 – 10 minutes

1. Divide students into groups of three.

2. Distribute to each student a copy of the Handout: Three Branches of

Government Graphic.

3. Students read the graphic and discuss it with their small group, attempting to

interpret the graphic and explain to one another what the graphic means.

4. Each of the 3 students chooses a different branch of the 3 branches to

represent or explain to the other two students.

5. Circulate, keeping discussion on track by probing with questions, clarifying

and correcting misinformation.

Attachments:

Handout: Three Branches of Government

Graphic (1 per student) 

TEKS: 3.2B; 3.9A; 3.9B; 3.18B 

Instructional Note:

Circulate as students question and explain to

encourage thinking and provide guidance,

asking probing questions to guide

understanding of the graphic.

EXPLORE – Three Branches Roles and Responsibility Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 20 minutes

1. Divide students into three groups according to the branch they represented in

the small group.

2. Distribute the Handout: Three Branches Explained (1 per group).

3. Each group further researches the roles and responsibilities of the branch

they represent including finding the names of people who are in that role

currently in the United States government, in the State government and in the

local government. Also, find out how each is chosen or by whom (for instance,

the president is elected by an electoral college from votes by citizens all

across the United States, the governor is elected by vote from citizens in

the state, the mayor by citizens in the city.)

4. Student groups write a report to share what they learned. (Use technology if

possible.)

Materials:

Names of people with a role in the local, state,

and national government

Information about roles and responsibilities of

members of the legislative, executive, and

judicial branches at the local, state, and

national levels (from the textbook, classroom

resources, and other sources)

Internet access and/or resources per group 

Attachments:

Teacher Resource: Three Branches

Explained (per group) 

TEKS: 3.2B; 3.9A; 3.9B; 3.18B

Instructional Note

A class matrix that students add to can help

expedite this research process and divide the

work among many students/groups. (see

example below)

              

Branch People Roles/

Responsibilities

Executive Pres.

Obama

Gov. Perry

Mayor _____

 

Legislative   

Judicial   
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EXPLAIN – Three Branches Concept Map Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 20 minutes

1. Students illustrate with a graphic or “mind map” accompanied by words and
pictures to explain their branch of government, including names of people who

are in specific role(s).

2. To start Day 2, teacher can have groups review Day 1 learning by explaining

their group's branch of government.

Materials:

blank paper

map pencils 

TEKS: 3.2B; 3.9A; 3.9B; 3.18B 

Instructional Note

Remind students of the concept maps they

created in the last unit, the same type of

organizer can be used here, or a different

organizer of the teacher’s preference.

EXPLORE – How do the Branches Work Together? Suggested Day 2 – 20 minutes

1. Students consider why the government has three specific branches. Students

consider and answer such questions as:

How do the branches communicate with one another?

How do the branches affect one another?

Why is each branch important?

2. Consider whether or not all communities in the state follow the same basic

structure.  (Lead students to begin summarizing their learning by helping them

see how to use details to draw a conclusion.) 

3. Read aloud a book or story that helps to explain the concept of three

branches or separation of powers.

Materials

Grade-level appropriate book or article about

the three branches of government and/or the

idea of separation of powers

TEKS: 3.2C; 3.9A

Instructional Note

Post questions on the board or document

camera for students to reference.

EXPLAIN – Three Branches Reviewed Suggested Day 2 (continued) – 30 minutes

1. Students explain to a partner the meaning of “separation of powers” and three
branches of government.

2. To review learning from Day 2, students fill out the table in the Handout:

Name That Branch Blank and draw an illustration below the table.

Attachments:

Handout: Name That Branch Blank

Teacher Resource: Name That Branch KEY

TEKS 3.2C; 3.9A

EXPLORE – Who Pays? Suggested Day 3 – 20 minutes

1. Students discuss, based on the information they learned about the three

branches.

Ask:

Who pays for all these services?

1. After a short discussion, provide each student with a copy of the Handout:

Services Provided. Divide into small groups and discuss all the services

provided by the local, state, and federal government. Can students think of

any more to add to the list?

2. Ask for reactions from the students to the long list of services. Are the

students surprised? Are there any on the list that they believe are not

needed?

3. Ask students if they know who pays for the services and how they are

financed?

4. Provide students with second Handout: Paying for Services. After students

read the list, ask for responses.

Attachments:

Handout: Services Provided (1 per student)

Handout: Paying for Services (1 per student)

TEKS: 3.9C; 3.9D

Instructional Note:

Teacher asks guiding questions to help

students understand about the role of taxes to

pay for community services for the good of the

people who live there. Students may need help

understanding the concepts of sales tax and

income tax.

EXPLAIN – Local Services Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 30 minutes

1. Each student designs and draws a chart to illustrate a local service provided

by the government, who it benefits and how it is financed (paid for.) Students

should create charts using technology when possible.

TEKS: 3.9C; 3.9D; 3.18B 

Instructional Note:

Teacher can allow students to choose a service, or provide
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2. Post the charts on a bulletin board and choose a few students to explain their

own chart, or divide into small groups or pairs and let every student explain

their chart to another student.

slips of paper with one service on each slip and let students

draw one, or assign services to each student. Make sure

most services are covered. Some students may take two,

time permitting.

ELABORATE – Rules Suggested Day 4 – 15 minutes

1. Students research, discuss answers to questions such as:

Who sets speed limits on the roadways, and who monitors the

drivers?

If the federal government sets the speed limit at 65 miles an hour,

can a state change the speed limit to be higher, like 80 miles an

hour?

If the Federal Government says doctors and dentists and their

nurses must wear masks and gloves when they treat their patients

do states have to follow those rules?

What is the rule, who makes it, and who enforces it?

TEKS: 3.9C; 3.9D; 3.18B; 

Instructional Note:

Federal government, within city limits…city
police, outside city limits, Sheriff or Highway

Patrol (Department of Public Safety officers)

The federal agency OSHA, Occupational

Safety and Health Administration, monitors

safety in the workplace. They have

requirements and rules for worker safety.

Under OSHA employers are responsible for

providing a safe and healthful workplace.

OSHA's mission is to assure safe and healthful

workplaces by setting and enforcing standards

and by providing training, outreach, education

and assistance.

Connect to the Constitution and the Bill of

Rights (amendment 10, federal and state

responsibilities: principle of federalism

providing that powers not granted to the

federal government and not prohibited to the

States by the Constitution are reserved to the

States or the people.)

EXPLORE – Executive Branch and Enforcement of the Laws Suggested Day 4 (continued) – 20 minutes

1. Discuss rules and rulemaking in general. Help students to think about if there

is a rule, it must have a way to be enforced.

2. Discuss rules with which the students are familiar such as school rules, rules

at home like bedtime rules, or discuss local rules such as traffic rules.

Ask:

Who makes rules?

Who enforces them?

3. Provide each student a copy of the Handout: Executive Enforcement Chart

and the Handout: Executive Enforcement. Students read and prepare to

discuss.

4. Discuss Executive Enforcement as a class, fielding any outstanding questions.

Attachments:

Handout: Executive Enforcement Chart (1

per student)

Handout: Executive Enforcement (1 per

student)          

TEKS: 3.2A; 3.2B; 3.9A

EXPLAIN – Leadership Game Suggested Day 5 – 15 minutes

1. Students play the Leadership Game.

2. Choose three students to stand up and play the role of Mayor, County Judge,

Governor, and President.

3. Read one slip at a time. The person to whom the responsibility belongs raises

their hand to take the slip of paper, thus categorizing responsibilities. (This

game could also be played by dividing the whole class into three groups.)

4. Replay the game with different students playing the roles of leadership.

5. Distribute the graphic of concentric circles, Handout: Rings of Enforcement.

6. Students fill in what they know. They may work with partners and may use the

Executive Enforcement chart for reference. After the graphic is completed,

students write a summary on the graphic explaining enforcement.

Materials:

Handout: Leadership Game (printed off and

cut into strips)

Handout: Leadership Game  KEY

Attachments:

Handout: Rings of Enforcement

Handout: Rings of Enforcement KEY

Instructional Note:

Set of cards or slips of paper with Mayor,

County Judge, Governor, and President written
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7. Review student learning by facilitating a discussion to offer students an

opportunity to answer the guiding questions and support the Key

Understanding.

Elected and appointed government officials work together with the

consent of the governed to provide community services that help

citizens meet their needs.

—    How do elected officials provide community services that meet

the needs of the citizens?

—    Why do people form communities?

—    How do people in communities meet their needs for

government, education, communication, transportation, and

recreation?

—    What are different ways communities meet their needs?

—    What is the basic structure of government in the local

community, state, and nation?

—    Who are local, state, and national government officials, and

how were they chosen?

—    What services are commonly provided by local, state, and

national governments?

—    How are local, state, and national government services

financed?

on them (you could add Principal, Teacher and

Parents) 

TEKS: 3.2A; 3.2B; 3.9A; 3.17F

EVALUATE Suggested Day 5 (continued) – 35 minutes

Grade 03 Social Studies Unit 09 PI 01

Draw a diagram to describe the structure of the local government. Identify how government

officials are chosen and identify examples of each process. List services provided by the

local government and explain how they are financed.

Standard(s): 3.9A , 3.9B , 3.9C , 3.9D , 3.18B 

ELPS  ELPS.c.5B

1. Brainstorm types of diagrams with which students are familiar and types that

could work for this task.

TEKS: 3.9A, 3.9B, 3.9C, 3.9D; 3.18B
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Judicial:  
Judges 

 (Decides if laws are fair, 

equal and constitutional) 

Federal: Appointed  

State: Elected        

County: Elected          

City: Elected 

 

Executive:                      
President (Federal)          

Governor (State)       

Commissioner (County)         

Mayor or City Manager (City) 

(Enforces the laws) 

Elected by the people 

Legislative: 

Senators/Representatives 

(National and State level)  

County: Commissioners        

City: Council Members 

(Make the laws) 

Elected by the people 

 

Three Levels of Government 

United States Government                  State Government                      Local Government 

 

Three Branches of Government 

Separation of Powers 

Photo credit (all): 

Microsoft. (Designer). (2010). Clip art [Web Graphic]. Retrieved from http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/images/ 
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Three Branches Explained 

Our government is divided into three branches:  the executive, legislative and judicial branches. In the 
United States Government, the Constitution established three branches, giving each branch separate 
and independent powers and areas of responsibility so that no branch has more power than the 
other.  

Separation of Powers is another name for describing the system of three branches, since each of the 
branches has its own powers and they are not the same as the powers of the other branches.  

For the United States:  

The executive branch consists of the president and the cabinet, along with other departments and 
agencies. The president is elected and the president appoints the cabinet and leaders of the 
departments and agencies. 

The legislative branch consists of two houses of Congress called the Senate and the House of 
Representatives (bicameral, or two houses.) All Senators and Representatives are elected. Each has 
a staff. 

The judicial branch consists of the Supreme Court and other federal courts. The judges are appointed 
for life, and must be confirmed by the Senate. The Supreme Court decides the constitutionality of 
laws and makes sure constitutional rights are not violated. In addition, other Federal judges are 
appointed across the land. These judges decide cases that are federal offenses, or if the offense 
breaks a federal law. 

For the State of Texas (3 branches, similar to the United States Government):  

The executive branch consists of the governor and the cabinet, along with other departments and 
agencies. The governor is elected and appoints the leaders of the departments and agencies. 

The legislative branch consists of two houses of Congress Legislature called the Senate and the 
House of Representatives (bicameral, or two houses.) All Senators and Representatives are elected. 
They pass state laws and approve the state’s budget, or how much money is spent on what. 

Representatives are elected. They pass state laws and approve the state’s budget, or how much 
money is spent on what. 

The judicial branch consists of the Texas Supreme Court. The judges are elected. State district court 
judges decide misdemeanors and felonies, levy larger fines and prison time. 
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For the county: 

County commissioners, elected by the people. Decide county budget and set county ordinances. 

County judges, elected by the people.  

For the city: 

There is usually an elected mayor and sometimes a paid or appointed city manager who operate as 
the executives. 

The city council is elected and works together as a group to make the decisions about running the city 
such as set a budget and approve expenses, set city ordinances (such as leash law, speed limits on 
city streets.) 

Local judges are elected. Decide misdemeanors, fines and jail time. 

Voting: 

All citizens are eligible to vote for local, county, state and national elections. For some decisions to 
become laws, the people must give their consent and vote “yes” before it becomes a law. Citizens 
have the right to vote “yes” or “no.” 

People who serve: 

United States: http://www.usa.gov/ 

Executive: current President 

Legislative: current Senators and Representatives from Texas 

Judicial: Justices such as Sonya Sotomayor, Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Clarence Thomas, 
Antonio Scalia 

Texas: http://www.texas.gov 

Executive: current governor 

Legislative: current Senators and Representatives from your area 

Judicial: current justices 

Local: 

Current Mayor and/or City Manager 

Current city council members 
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Name That Branch Blank 

 

Name that 

Branch: 

   

What is the 

task? 
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Name that Branch: Legislative Executive Judicial 

What is the task? To make laws To enforce laws To decide if laws are 
fair and equal 

 

Name That Branch KEY 



Grade 3  
Social Studies 

 Unit: 09 Lesson: 01 

©2012, TESCCC 09/16/12  page 1 of 1 

 

Services Provided by Local, State, and National Government 

 

Including, but not limited to: 

Local: 

• Emergency police, fire and medical 

• Streets, sidewalks and curbs 

• Street lights 

• Public utilities (water, gas, electric, trash) 

• Public transportation (streets, bridges, buses, subways, airport) 

• Cultural arts department 

• Community development office 

• Health and environmental office 

• Convention and visitors Center 

• Public library 

• Municipal court 

• Mayor’s office 

• Parks and recreation 

• Zoo 

 

State: 

• Roads and bridges 

• State parks 

• State tourism, arts and cultural support 

• Department of Public Safety: drivers licenses, highway patrol 

 

Nation: 

• Interstate highways  

• National defense 

• National parks 

• Social security 
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Paying for Services?  

How are we going to pay for all this??? 

 

Including, but not limited to: 

 

Local: 

• Local governments generate revenue to pay for services from 

property tax, sales tax, and grants from the state and national 

governments. People living, working or shopping in the local 

community pay the property and sales taxes. 

 

State: 

• State governments generate revenue from  

o sales taxes, such as gasoline tax, cigarette tax, tax on most 

goods 

o fines (speeding, illegal parking) 

o user fees for parks, drivers’ license, fishing license, hunting 

license; toll ways 

o federal funding or grants for various projects. 

 

• Some state governments generate revenue from a state income tax 

on individuals, but not in Texas. There is no state income tax in 

Texas, at this time (2012.)   

 

Nation: 

• National government generates revenue from tariffs and income 

taxes. 
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Executive Enforcement Chart 
 

 

 
 

City Manager or Mayor 

(Local or City) 

 

Hires a Chief of Police who 
hires police officers to enforce 
the laws; 

(When there is a hired City 
Manager, they hire the Chief of 
Police.) 

 

Governor 

(State) 

 

Governor’s office oversees 
agencies which oversees the  
State Troopers and other 
agencies who  enforce the laws 

. 

 

President  

(National) 

 

(Outlined in Article II of the 
Constitution) 

Commands the armed services. 
Appoints the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff with legislative approval to 
protect the U.S. internationally 

Oversees the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation  (FBI) which is the 
federal enforcement arm, 
administered by the Justice 
Department and the Attorney 
General who is appointed by 
the president 

In an emergency, the President 
can call up the National Guard. 

 

 

Photo credit (all): 

Microsoft. (Designer). (2010). Clip art [Web Graphic]. Retrieved from http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/images/ 
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Executive Enforcement 

 

Leadership Game: Who’s the Boss? Or, who enforces the rule? 

• City: Mayor with the City Council make the laws, hires a police chief 

who hires police officers to enforce the laws; when there is a hired 

City Manager, they hire the police chief. 

• County-Commissioners make the laws for the county; County Sheriff 

elected and hires Deputies to help enforce the county and state laws 

(everybody enforces the same laws.) 

• State- Governor’s office over-sees agencies which over-see State 

Troopers and other agencies to enforce the laws.  

• United States – (Outlined in Article II of the Constitution) President 

commands the armed services and appoints the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

with legislative approval to protect us internationally. There is also the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, which is the federal enforcement 

arm, administered by the Justice Department and the Attorney 

General who is appointed by the president. In an emergency, the 

President can call up the National Guard. 

. 
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Leadership Game 

Whose law is this? Who enforces it? 

1. Stop sign in front of the school? 

2. Speed limit on Federal highways? 

3. Rules in the city parks? 

4. Worker safety? 

5. Speed limits in school zones on streets? 

6. Speed limit on state highways such as 75 Central Expressway? 

7. Speed limit on city streets? 

8. Restaurant cleanliness? 

9. Income tax rules? 

10. Sales tax rules for the city? 

11. Tax on gasoline? 

12. Bedtime? 
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13. Water quality? 

14. Local curfew?  

15.  Dog leash law? 

Brainstorm other good questions 
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Leadership Game KEY 

Whose law is this? Who enforces it? 

1. Stop sign in front of the school? City police 

2. Speed limit on highways? DPS 

3. Rules in the city parks? City police 

4. Worker safety? Federal agency OSHA 

5. Speed limits in school zones on streets? City police 

6. Speed limit on state highways such as 75 Central Expressway? DPS 

7. Speed limit on city streets? City Police 

8.  Restaurant cleanliness? State health agency 

9. Income tax rules? FBI and Internal Revenue Service 

10.   Sales tax rules for the city? City 

11.  Tax on gasoline? State 

12.  Bedtime? parents 

13.  Water quality? City 

14.  Local curfew? City 

15.  Dog leash law? City 

 

Brainstorm other good questions 
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Rings of Enforcement 

Within each ring, write the responsibilities of the Executive at that level.  

 

Summary: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mayor 

Governor 

President 
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Rings of Enforcement KEY 

Within each ring, write the responsibilities of the Executive at that level.  

(REFER TO EXECUTIVE CHART FOR CORRECT ANSWERS.) 

Summary:  Students will write their response such as: All levels of government work together to 

enforce the rules and laws of government.  Each level makes their own laws and has an agency to help 

with the enforcement of the laws. Local laws are enforced by police officers, county laws by the 

Sheriff and deputies, state laws by Department of Public Safety, and federal laws by the FBI. Other 

agencies such as OSHA help to enforce rules and laws.  

 

 

Mayor 

Governor 

President 


