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Teaching Word Meaning 

Through Word Parts 
11/3-11/21 

3 weeks 

4.2A 

  
Lesson Time Frame Focus 

Lesson 11 11/3 Using Word Parts as a Strategy to  Determine Word Meaning 

Lesson 12 11/4-11/7 Using Prefixes to Determine Word Meaning 

Lesson 13 11/10-11/14 Using Suffixes to Determine Word Meaning 

Lesson 14 11/17-11/21 Using Roots to Determine Word Meaning 
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Lesson 11 
 

Lesson Overview: 4.2A/Using Word Parts as a Strategy to  Determine Word Meaning 

 

1. Refer back to the letter or email that the teacher ‘received’ from a family member or friend.   
 

2. Display the letter under a document camera, distribute a copy of the letter to all students, or 

have a copy on chart paper for all students to read. 

 

3.  Reread the letter together (as a shared reading) in its entirety. 

 

4. Explain that sometimes readers come across words that they don’t know, but there are 

strategies that good readers use to figure out the meaning of the words. 
 

When we read, we come into contact with many words that we know and are familiar to us.  

Sometimes we come across words whose meaning we are unsure of.  Good readers have strategies in 

their toolboxes to use to help them figure out what these words might mean.  Today we will look at a 

word with parts that can help us infer the meaning. 

 

5. Revisit the letter with the students, pointing out the word impossible and model the 

strategies that are used to find the word’s meaning. 
 

I am going to model how I figured out what the first unfamiliar word meant, and which strategy I 

need to use for the next unfamiliar word. 

 

When I read this letter today, I came across the word impossible and I think I figured out what it means.  I 

looked at the sentence that it is in.  I read the sentence again. The sentence is  “It seems like sometimes it’s impossible 

to get from place to place, and I feel tired when I think about leaving my house.” So, I think about the strategies that Readers 

Use When They Don’t Know the Meaning of a Word. (refer to the Anchor Chart posted in your 

room from previous lessons) 
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We have already read the sentence with the word impossible.  Now I need to read above and below 

the word to get a mental image about what is happening in the text. “There are always cars honking, 

alarms going off, and people are everywhere.  It seems like sometimes it’s impossible to get from place 

to place, and I feel tired when I think about leaving my house.  However, knowing that I can be at the 

beach in five minutes helps to relieve any of my stress.”  That first sentence is giving me a mental 

picture of what the city is like where Tammy lives.  It must be crowded and always busy.  So when she 

tries leave her house and get from place to place, all the people and stuff going on probably makes it 

difficult. 

Now we have a visualized what is happening in the text, and I noticed that impossible has a prefix that 

I am familiar with.   I know that the prefix im- means not, and I know possible means that something is 

able to happen.  When I combine the meaning of the prefix with the base word, I can infer that 

impossible means not going to happen.    

I think this is correct, but I need to check it in the sentence.  “There are always cars honking, alarms 

going off, and people are everywhere.  It seems like sometimes it’s impossible, or not going to happen 

to get from place to place, and I feel tired when I think about leaving my house.  However, knowing 

that I can be at the beach in five minutes helps to relieve any of my stress.” 

I feel like I know what impossible means and my knowledge of word parts helped infer the meaning. 

 

6. Model Independent Practice:  Using your Word Study Notebook under the document camera draw 

the Word Collection Chart in your Word Study notebook Independent Section or a use a blank copy 

of the Word Collection Chart to model using the word impossible.  Have students copy this in their 

Word Study Notebook to use as an example.  
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Hello Friend! 

 

How are you?  Your last letter was very sweet.  I was happy to hear that you and your family are doing well. 

 

I am finally getting used to living in a different state.  I think that I am going to love it as soon as I really settle in! 

 

Florida is stunning this time of year. The water is a beautiful indigo; it looks just like the sky.  In fact, sometimes I can’t 

tell where the water ends and the sky begins. 

 

I take walks along the beach every day and the birds always make me laugh as they squawk and squawk to the tourists for 

bits of food. 

 

I am enjoying living in the city, but sometimes it can be a bit strenuous.  There are always cars honking, alarms going off, 

and people are everywhere.  It seems like sometimes it’s impossible to get from place to place, and I feel tired when I 

think about leaving my house.  However, knowing that I can be at the beach in five minutes helps to relieve any of my 

stress.  I always feel much better when I have my toes in the sand and can hear the sound of the waves.  It is such a 

peaceful feeling. 

 

I hope that you can come see me soon!  I miss you!  Can you believe that we used to live next door to each other? It 

seems like so long ago. 

 

I’ll call you soon so we can set-up a visit.  I am really looking forward to seeing you.  Give my love to your family. 

 

Love, Tammy 
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 Word  Context Clues or 
Text Evidence 

Inferred 
Meaning 

impossible 
 
 

It seems like sometimes it’s 
impossible to get from place to 

place, and I feel tired when I 
think about leaving my house. 

im=not 

not possible; not going to 
happen 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

Word Collection Chart 
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 Word  Context Clues or 
Text Evidence 

Inferred 
Meaning 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

Word Collection Chart 
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Lesson 12 
 

Lesson Overview: 4.2A/Using Prefixes to  Determine Word Meaning 

 

1. To begin, the teacher introduces prefixes and explains that the prefix has a meaning (usually derived from Latin 

or Greek) and that adding a prefix changes the meaning of the root word.) 

 For example, the prefix MIS means “wrong.”  So you can either give somebody good 

information by informing them, or you can give somebody wrong information by misinforming 

them.  Look at these other examples:  misuse, misprint, misunderstand, misinterpret…using what 

I know about the prefix mis-  I can infer…  

o misuse=use in a wrong way 

o misprint=print in a wrong way 

o misunderstand=understand in a wrong way 

o misinterpret=interpret in a wrong way 

 

2. Create the Word Parts Anchor with your students.   

 This anchor includes common prefixes, suffixes, and roots used in the English language.  This 

week we will focus on prefixes. 
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3. Distribute the list of prefixes and have them paste them in their Word Study Notebook to use as a 

resource to infer meaning.  Explain that they can add words that they find to the My Examples Column. 

 
 

4.  Independent Practice:  This can be done in a center that all students rotate through, or during 

independent work time.  It could be completed on various days throughout the week.  This will depend 

on how you structure your independent time. 

 

Students use Journey’s Vocabulary in Context word cards to infer meaning using word parts and 

context.  Students will use the Word Collection chart created in Lesson 11 complete their independent 

practice. 

 

Word Card Number 

injustice 11 

independent 230 

discouraged 98 

disbelief 102 

misjudged 36 

 

 

5.    Students should have the independent activity completed by the end of the week.  You will want to 

collect their notebooks to monitor their progress and understanding. 
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Word Parts 
Prefixes 

Prefix Meaning Example 

mis- wrong misuse, misunderstand, 
misprint 

bi- two bicycle, biannual, 
bicentennial 

un- not unhappy, unfair, untangle 

il- not illegal, illegible, illiterate 

re- again replay, replace, rebound 

dis- not disappear, disobey, 
disapprove 

Suffixes 
Suffix Meaning Example 

   

   

   

   

   

   

Roots 
Root Meaning Example 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 
  



 

4th Grade 11  

Word Part List: Prefixes 
 

Prefix Definition Examples Origin My Examples 

un- not; opposite unlock, unsafe, 
uncover 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

re- again; back reread, rewrite, 
return 

Latin  

in- not inactive, 
income 

Latin  

im- not impossible, 
improper, 
import 

Latin  

dis- not; 
opposite 
of 

dislike, distrust, 
disagree 

Latin  

pre- before pretest, 
preplan, 
premade 

Latin  

non- not nonfat, nonsense Latin  

mis- bad or badly 
wrong or 
wrongly 

misbehave, 
misread, misspell 

Latin  

bi- two bicycle, binocular Latin  

tri- three tricycle, triangle Latin/Greek  

sub- under, 
beneath 
below 
seconda
ry 

subway, 
subsoil, 
substitute 

Latin  

semi- half semicircle, 
semicolon 

Latin  

anti- opposi
te, 
against 

antibiotic, 
antifreeze 

Greek  

auto- self autograph, 
automatic 

Greek  

multi- many/ much multicolor, 
multifamily 

Latin  

poly- many/ much polygon, 
polysyllable 

Greek  

in- (il-, 
im-, ir-) 

not inability, 
impatient, 
irregular, illegal 

Latin  

inter- between intercept, 
interview, 
interstate 

Latin  

trans- across;  
change; 
through 

transformation, 
transportation, 
transfer 

Latin  

super- above; on 
top of; 
beyond 

superfine, 
superhuman, 
supersonic 

Latin  

micro- small; minute microbiology, 
microscope 

Greek  

uni- one; single unicorn, 
unicycle, 
uniform 

Latin  
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Lesson 13 

 
Lesson Overview: 4.2A/Using Suffixes to  Determine Word Meaning 

 

1.   To begin, the teacher introduces suffixes and explains that the suffix has a meaning (usually derived from 

Latin or Greek) and that adding a suffix changes the meaning of the root word.) 

 For example, the suffix FUL means “full of or containing a lot.”  Something can be beautiful, 

(full of beauty), or something can be painful (full of pain).  Look at these other examples:  

wonderful, helpful, careful…using what I know about the suffix -ful-  I can infer…  

o wonderful=full of wonder  

o helpful=containing a lot of help 

o careful=containing a lot of care 

2. Create the Word Parts Anchor with your students.   

 This anchor includes common prefixes, suffixes, and roots used in the English language.  This 

week we will focus on suffixes. 
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3. Distribute the Word Part List: Suffixes and have them paste them in their Word Study Notebook to 

use as a resource to infer meaning.  Explain that they can add words that they find to the My 

Examples Column. 

 
 

4.  Independent Practice:  This can be done in a center that all students rotate through, or during 

independent work time.  It could be completed on various days throughout the week.  This will 

depend on how you structure your independent time. 

 

Students use Journey’s Vocabulary in Context word cards to infer meaning using word parts and 

context.  Students will use the Word Collection chart created in Lesson 11 complete their independent 

practice. 

 

Word Card Number 

inseparable 236 

memorable 46 

mournful 95 

graceful 128 

disorderly 213 

 

 

6.    Students should have the independent activity completed by the end of the week.  You will want to 

collect their notebooks to monitor their progress and understanding. 
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Word Parts 
Prefixes 

Prefix Meaning Example 

mis- wrong misuse, misunderstand, 
misprint 

bi- two bicycle, biannual, 
bicentennial 

un- not unhappy, unfair, untangle 

il- not illegal, illegible, illiterate 

re- again replay, replace, rebound 

dis- not disappear, disobey, 
disapprove 

Suffixes 
Suffix Meaning Example 

-ful full of or containing a 
lot 

beautiful, wonderful, careful 

- er; -or a person who teacher, actor, player 

-ment description of a 
condition 

payment, argument, 
amusement 

-ness a condition illness, madness, 
baldness 

-able can be done portable, climbable, 
playable 

-ly description of a 
condition 

badly, icily, lonely 

Roots 
Root Meaning Example 
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Word Parts: Suffixes 
Suffix Definition Examples Origin My Examples 

-s, - 
es 

plural, more 
than one 

hats, pigs, books, 
plays, boxes, 
wishes 
 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ing action/process helping, skipping, 
running 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ed past tense jumped, helped Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-er person 
connected 
with, 
comparative 
degree 

teacher, writer, 
baker, bigger, 
colder, taller 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-est superlative 
degree 

biggest, coldest, 
tallest 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ful full of beautiful, 
painful 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-less without careless, 
helpless 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ies plural, more 
than one 

parties, babies, 
cries 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ied past tense cried, tried, Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ly characteristic 
of 

badly, friendly, 
quickly 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-y characterized 
by/like 

cloudy, fishy Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-er, - or one who, that 
which 

baker, boxer, 
conductor, 
survivor 

Latin  

-al, - 
ial 

related to 
characterized 
by 

colonial, 
biennial, 
dental, 
betrayal 

Latin  

-ness condition, 
state of 

darkness, 
fairness 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ment act, process enjoyment, 
replacement 

Latin  

-en made of, to 
make 

wooden, 
dampen, 
tighten, 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-ion, 
-tion, 

- 

ation, 
-ition 

act of/ state 
of/ result of 

tension, 
attention, 
elevation, 
union 

Anglo- 
Saxon 

 

-able 
-ible 

can be done enjoyable, 
sensible, 
likable 

Latin  
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-ive 
-ative 
-tive 

inclined/ 
tending 
toward an 
action 

festive, 
talkative, 
active, 
sensitive 

Latin  

-logy, 
- 

ology 

science of/ 
study of 

biology, 
chronology 

Greek  

-ence 
-ance 

act/ condition 
of 

persistence, 
excellence, 
assistance, 
importance 

Latin  

-an, one having a 
certain skill/ 
relating to/ 

electrician, 
magician, 
American, 

Latin  

-ent 
-ant 

an action/ 
condition 

student, 
contestant, 
immigrant 

Latin  

-ent 
-ant 

causing a 
specific action 

obedient, 
absorbent, 
abundant, elegant 

Latin  

-ity 
-ty 

state of/ 
quality of 

prosperity, 
equality 

Latin  

-ic relating to/ 
characterized 
by 

energetic, 
historic 

Latin/Greek  

-ize to make/ to 
cause to 
become 

fertilize, 
criticize, 
apologize 

Latin/ 
Greek 

 

-age result of an 
action/ 
collection 

manage, 
drainage, 
acreage 

Latin  

-ous 
-eous 
-ious 

full of/ 
characterized 
by 

adventurous, 
nervous, 
mysterious, 
courteous 

Latin  
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Lesson 14 

 
Lesson Overview: 4.2A/Using Roots to Determine Word Meaning 

 

1.   To begin, the teacher introduces roots and explains that the root has a meaning (usually derived from Latin or 

Greek). 

 For example, the root mal means “bad or badly.”  The animal was skin and bones.  He was 

extremely malnourished (nourished badly).  Look at these other examples:  malpractice, 

maladjusted…using what I know about the root mal,  I can infer…  

o malpractice=practice badly  

o maladjusted=adjusted badly 

2. Create the Word Parts Anchor with your students.   

 This anchor includes common prefixes, suffixes, and roots used in the English language.  This 

week we will focus on roots. 
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3. Distribute the Word Part List: Roots and have them paste them in their Word Study Notebook to use 

as a resource to infer meaning.  Explain that they can add words that they find to the My Examples 

Column. 

 
 

4.  Independent Practice:  This can be done in a center that all students rotate through, or during 

independent work time.  It could be completed on various days throughout the week.  This will 

depend on how you structure your independent time. 

 

Students use the attached Word Collection Chart with examples of words that contain Greek and 

Latin roots to infer the meaning using their knowledge of roots and text evidence. 

 

You may post a copy of this in your room or distribute a copy to each student. 

 
 

 

5.    Students should have the independent activity completed by the end of the week.  You will want to 

collect their notebooks to monitor their progress and understanding. 
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Word Parts 
Prefixes 

Prefix Meaning Example 

mis- wrong misuse, misunderstand, 
misprint 

bi- two bicycle, biannual, bicentennial 

un- not unhappy, unfair, untangle 

il- not illegal, illegible, illiterate 

re- again replay, replace, rebound 

dis- not disappear, disobey, disapprove 

Suffixes 
Suffix Meaning Example 

-ful full of or containing a lot beautiful, wonderful, careful 

- er; -or a person who teacher, actor, player 

-ment description of a 
condition 

payment, argument, 
amusement 

-ness a condition illness, madness, baldness 

-able can be done portable, climbable, playable 

-ly description of a 
condition 

badly, icily, lonely 

Roots 
Root Meaning Example 

port to carry portable, export, deport 

meter measure centimeter, thermometer, 
barometer 

therm heat thermometer, thermal, 
endotherm 

chrono time chronological, chronograph, 
chronical 

part portion or part partner, partition, partial 

equ same or fair equal, equator, equality 
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Word Parts: Roots 
 

Root Meaning Origin My Examples 

anima/anim spirit, soul, life mind or nature Latin  

aqua/aqu water Latin  

art craft, skill Latin  

aud to hear Latin  

bio life Greek  

carn flesh, meat Latin  

centr/center Middle Greek  

dec ten Latin  

equ same, fair Latin  

graph/gram write, draw, describe, record Greek  

hosp guest, host Latin  

hydr water Greek  

loc place Latin  

logy/ology study Greek  

mem mindful, recall Latin  

nov/neo new Latin  

part/pars portion, part Latin  

phys nature Greek  

ambi/amphi both Greek  

cept/capt/cip/cap/ceive/ceipt take, hold, grasp, catch Latin  

chron time Greek  

cycl circle Greek  

form shape, form Latin  

host stranger, enemy Latin  

mob/mot/mov move Latin  

nym/onym/onom name Greek  

omni/pan/panto all Latin/Greek  

phob fear Greek  

plur/plus more Latin  

sci to know Latin  

temp time Latin  

therm heat Greek  

tract to pull, draw Latin  

vac empty Latin  

via way, road Latin  

vis/vid to see, to look Latin  

act to do something with a purpose Latin  

arm army, weapon Latin  
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Root Meaning Origin My Examples 

cent/hecto/hecato hundred Latin  

cid/cis to cut off, be brief, to kill Latin  

dic/dict to say, to speak, assert Latin  

fen to strike Latin  

max/maxim big, most, largest Latin  

meg/mega million, great or large Greek  

min little, small Latin  

multi/myria/poly many Greek  

non/novem/ennea nine Latin  

oct/octa/octo eight Greek  

omni/pan/panto all Latin/Greek  

penta/quint/quinque five Greek/Latin  

phon sound, voice Greek  

scrib/script to write Latin  

sept/hept seven Latin  

ten/tain/tent to hold Latin  

tend/tens/tent to give, to stretch toward Latin  

terr/ter land, earth Latin  

vid/vis see Latin  

cert sure, to trust Latin  

circ/circum around Latin  

demi/semi/hemi half Latin  

di/bi/do/duo/diplo two Latin/Greek  

fals/fall deceive, lie, wrong Latin  

fin To end Latin  

med/medi middle Latin  

mut change, exchange Latin  

ped/pod foot, child Latin  

phil love Greek  

photo/phos light Greek  

prim/prin first Latin  

quadr/tetra four Greek/Latin  

sect cut Latin  

hex six Latin  

tri/ter three Greek  

uni/mono/sol one, alone Latin  

urb city Latin  



 

4th Grade 14  

 

 Word  Context Clues or 
Text Evidence 

Inferred 
Meaning 

audible 
 

With this sore throat, my voice is 
barely audible. 

 

maximum 
 

A maximum of two people are 
allowed on the swing 

 

aquarium 
 

The cat sat before an aquarium 
filled with tiny, colorful fish. 

 

hydrophobia 
 

The boy froze on the end of the 
diving board. He was paralyzed by 

his hydrophobia.  

 

megaphone 
 

The cheerleaders used a 
megaphone, so everyone in the 
stadium could hear their cheer. 

 

Word Collection Chart 


