
 
 

PSAT and SAT Information 
 

 

PSAT:  Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test 
 

Cosponsored by the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship Corporation, the 

PSAT serves as valuable practice for the SAT.  The PSAT, taken during the junior year, 

is also used to select students for National Merit Scholarships.  Duration:  2 hours 10 

minutes.  This includes two 25-minute sections of critical reading, two 25-minute 

sections of mathematics, and one 30-minute section of writing.  

Fee:  $15.00. 

 

MISD Sophomores take the PSAT at no charge as a preparatory exam for the SAT and 

the junior-level PSAT.  For more information visit www.collegeboard.com or 

www.nationalmerit.org.  Also contact your high school counselor. 

 

TEST DATE 
 Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

 Students must register for the PSAT/NMSQT through their high school 

counseling office.  Listen to the announcements regarding September 

deadlines. 

 

Skills Tested: 

 The critical-reading section tests extended reasoning, literal comprehension, and 

vocabulary in context. These test use sentence completions and passage-based readings.  

There are approximately 50 questions in the two sections. 

 The mathematics section tests algebra and functions; geometry and 

measurement; and data analysis, statistics, and probability. These sections use multiple-

choice and student-produced responses.  There are approximately 40 questions in the two 

sections 

 The writing section tests grammar, usage, and word choice. This section uses 

multiple-choice questions that include improving sentences identifying sentence errors, 

and improving paragraphs.  There are approximately 40 questions in the section. 

 

Additional Information: 

 

Like the SAT, the PSAT uses a negative scoring system in which a student loses a 

fraction of a point for each incorrect answer.  Because students have been trained for 

years and years to answer every question on a test, the PSAT and SAT present a special 

challenge to many.  Teaching them how to recognize questions they should skip is an 

imperative part of the preparation for this test. 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.nationalmerit.org/


 

 

 

SAT:  SAT 1 Reasoning 
 

Developed for the College Board by the Educational Testing Service, the SAT is 

designed to help measure a student’s ability to handle college-level work.  The  SAT 

assesses how well you analyze and solve problems.  Each section of the SAT is scored on 

a scale of 200-800, with two writing sub-scores for multiple-choice and the essay.  For 

online sample questions and preparation materials, visit the SAT Preparation Center. 

It is typically taken in the junior or senior year, but many students take the SAT more 

than once since most colleges consider only the highest scores.  Duration:  about 3 hours.   

Fee:  $52.50   For more information:  www.collegeboard.com.  Also contact your high 

school counselor. 

 

 

SAT II Subject Tests 
 

There are 22 subject tests, each designed to measure what a student has learned in 

specific subjects such as literature, American History, biology, or Spanish.  The SAT I 

measures how well a student reads and thinks, while SAT II: Subject Tests measure the 

extent of a student’s knowledge in a specific discipline.  Duration:  1 hour for each 

subject test (up to 3 may be taken on one test date).  Fee:  $26 registration fee plus a fee 

of $16.00 for each subject test.  For more information visit www.collegeboard.com. 

 

 

SAT I and II Test Dates 2017-2018 
 

For test dates go to http://sat.collegeboard.com/register/sat-dates 
 

Online registration:  www.collegeboard.com 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/

