
 

 

 

 

 

 

           January 4, 2017 

 

Dear Parents, Students and all members of the Rebel Family,  

This past year we have experienced an increased focus on education in Midland. As an educator, I am happy to see 

this increased attention, but what I’m not happy about is how most of the attention is negative. For example, this past 

October Lee High School held a reception for 28 current students who achieved remarkable academic success. We 

invited several local media organizations to attend the reception. None of the media organizations invited showed up 

to cover the accomplishments of these students.  Yes, we have academic performance issues. We are working on 

those issues. But what the State accountability rating system doesn’t measure are many of the things we are proud of 

at Lee High School.  

In 2016, for the second year in a row, Midland Lee was the only school in this part of West Texas to have any National 

Merit Semifinalists. These National Merit Scholars, during their junior year, earned top scores in the state of Texas and 

in the nation on the PSAT test. This school year we have three students who earned the distinguished honor of 

National Merit Scholar.  We also have four students who earned the honor of Commended National Merit Scholar. In 

addition, Lee High School has many students who performed so well on various Advanced Placement (AP) exams that 

they earned unique AP recognition. These students’ AP scores, when compared with other AP students’ scores from 

across the nation, revealed that Lee High School has some of the top AP students in the nation. We have 37 AP 

Scholars, 8 AP Scholars with Honors, 7 AP Scholars with Distinction and 1 National AP Scholar.  Another group of 

students that must be acknowledged is our Robotics team. Two students from our Robotics team qualified for 

“World’s” in St. Louis and one of them finished as a Top 10 Dean’s List winner at “World’s.” We are proud of all of 

these Rebels!  

Our Fine Arts organizations continued to excel this school year.  In 2016 the Lee High School Orchestra earned UIL 

Sweepstakes, traveled to Nashville and recorded in the famous RBC studios, and received an invitation to perform in 

London as part of the Queens Jubilee Celebration in June 2017. The Rebel Marching Band received their 48th 

consecutive Division 1 rating. The Honor, Symphonic and Freshman Bands received 1st in Division Concert and Sight-

reading. Eleven students also qualified for State Solo and Ensemble and The Rebel Band Colorguard was Caprock 

Colorguard Circuit Champions. In Drama, the Rebel Thespians earned UIL Best Actor and Actress. They were 1st place in 

District, 4th place in Area and had 9 National Qualifiers for the International Thespian Society. The Rebel Choir had all 

three of its distinguished choirs earn Sweepstakes at UIL, had 75 members audition for All Region, 43 participated, 26 

advanced to Area and 4 made All State.  In addition, they traveled to Croatia and Italy during the summer of 2016 and 

had the honor of singing at St. Marks Basilica in Venice. We are proud of all of these Rebels!  

This past year we did not have as much success in athletics as we would have liked, but we did have our bright spots 

and hope to build upon those in the coming years.  Our Lady Rebels Basketball team was 2016 District Champions and 

Regional Quarter Finalists. The Lady Rebels could only be stopped by the number 1 ranked team in the nation that 
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went on to win the state championship. This year’s squad heads into district competition fresh off their recent Byron 

Johnston Classic Championship.  In baseball, our Mighty Rebels were also 2016 District Champions and beat the 

number 1 ranked team in the nation to become Regional Finalist. And, our Lady Rebel Golfers were also 2016 District 

Champions.  We are looking for more success from these teams this spring and know our other teams are working 

hard to bring back the winning tradition of Lee Rebel Athletics.    

The Lee High School motto for 2017 is “Learning is Required at Lee High School.”  The expectation for ALL students is 

that they come to school to learn.  Parents, we need your help with this.  Make sure your child is in school each day. 

Check their grades weekly and contact their teachers when you have concerns. Our teachers are committed to 

delivering quality instruction in the classroom each day and making sure all students learn.  We are working as a team 

to close the achievement gap for ALL students in an effort to raise our overall academic status, but we need parents 

and students to be a part of that team as well.  We have many things to be proud of, but we also have many more 

things to accomplish.  I want to thank you for the trust you put in us as educators and for your support of our school.  

We will work hard in 2017 to make Lee High School a school every student and parent can be proud of.   

Sincerely, 

Stan VanHoozer 

Stan VanHoozer, Principal 

 

 

 

 


