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Kindergarten Social Studies Unit 09 Exemplar Lesson 02: George Washington: How Did He ContributeKindergarten Social Studies Unit 09 Exemplar Lesson 02: George Washington: How Did He Contribute

to Our National Community?to Our National Community?

This lesson is one approach to teaching the State Standards associated with this unit. Districts are encouraged to customize this lesson by

supplementing with district-approved resources, materials, and activities to best meet the needs of learners. The duration for this lesson is

only a recommendation, and districts may modify the time frame to meet students’ needs. To better understand how your district may be
implementing CSCOPE lessons, please contact your child’s teacher. (For your convenience, please find linked the TEA Commissioner’s List
of State Board of Education Approved Instructional Resources and Midcycle State Adopted Instructional Materials.)

Lesson Synopsis

In this lesson, students will examine the life of George Washington and the contributions he made to shape our nation. He was not born a

king, but rather an ordinary citizen who, through his sense of duty and patriotism, was instrumental in founding our nation.

TEKS

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) listed below are the standards adopted by the State Board of Education, which are

required by Texas law. Any standard that has a strike-through (e.g. sample phrase) indicates that portion of the standard is taught in a

previous or subsequent unit. The TEKS are available on the Texas Education Agency website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?

id=6148.

K.2 History. The student understands how historical figures, patriots, and good citizens helped shape the

community, state, and nation. The student is expected to:

K.2A Identify contributions of historical figures, including Stephen F. Austin, George Washington, Christopher

Columbus, and José Antonio Navarro, who helped to shape the state and nation.

K.2B Identify contributions of patriots and good citizens who have shaped the community.

Social Studies Skills TEKS

K.14 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from

a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

K.14B Obtain information about a topic using a variety of valid visual sources such as pictures, symbols,

electronic media, print material, and artifacts.

K.15 Social studies skills. The student communicates in oral and visual forms. The student is expected to:

K.15A Express ideas orally based on knowledge and experiences.

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Performance Indicators

Kindergarten Social Studies Unit 09 PI 02

Draw picture(s) representing contributions made by George Washington as the first president of our country. Dictate or write sentences to explain how the actions

in the pictures show him contributing to the country.

Standard(s): K.2A , K.14B , K.15A 

ELPS  ELPS.c.3B

Key Understandings

Individuals shape communities through their contributions and acts of good citizenship.

—     What does it mean to shape a community?
—     How do individuals shape communities?
—     What did George Washington do to create and shape our national community – our nation?
—     What characteristics of a good father did he exhibit?
—     How do those same characteristics help a leader be successful?
—     What leadership qualities did he possess?
—     How did he make sure this new community/country would be a good place to live, work and play?
—     How do his contributions affect us today?
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Vocabulary of Instruction

contribution

citizenship

nation

 

country

government

today

 

tomorrow

vote 

Materials

chart paper (with the words “What We Know,” “What We Want to Know”, and “What We Want to Learn” across the top to create 3
columns)

picture books or a video about the life of George Washington

picture of George Washington wearing a three-corner hat 

white and blue construction paper, cut 12” X 3”, one of each color per child
strips of red construction paper

pictures of current leaders (might include: the school principal, the current mayor of the city, the current president of the United States,

and/or others deemed important by the teacher)

drawing paper (8 ½ X 11 or similar size)

Resources

None identified

Advance Preparation

1. Become familiar with content and procedures for the lesson, including the idea that George Washington contributed to our national

community.

2. Refer to the Instructional Focus Document for specific content to include in the lesson.

3. Select appropriate sections of the textbook and other classroom materials that support the learning for this lesson.

4. Preview websites according to district guidelines.

5. Gather picture books about the life of George Washington for the lesson.

6. Prepare materials and handouts as needed.

Background Information

Authority figures set standards, enforce the law, or maintain social order in the absence of laws. Most people respect authority and comply with the written or

spoken rules. Authority figures include parents and grandparents, school teachers and principals, police officers, clergy, military officers, and others in positions of

authority.

People associated with past happenings who achieve some notability are historical figures.

George Washington, (1732-1799), became the first president of the United States elected under the newly ratified Constitution. He served two terms between 1789

and 1797. A resident of Virginia, he was a surveyor, a planter, a soldier in the French and Indian War, a delegate to the First and Second Continental Congresses,

commander-in-chief of the Continental Army during the American Revolution, and the chairman of the Constitutional Convention in 1787. His plantation home was

Mount Vernon. He is known as the “Father of Our Country” and his likeness is one of four presidents carved into the monument at Mount Rushmore, South Dakota.

Presidents’ Day, a federal holiday, occurs on the third Monday in February, near his birthday, February 22.

Text courtesy of the Social Studies Center [defunct]. (2000). Glossary. Austin: Texas Education Agency.

and

Social Studies Center [defunct]. (2000). Biographies. Austin: Texas Education Agency.

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Teachers are encouraged to supplement and substitute resources, materials, and activities to meet the needs of learners. These lessons are

one approach to teaching the TEKS/Specificity as well as addressing the Performance Indicators associated with each unit. District personnel

may create original lessons using the Content Creator in the Tools Tab. All originally authored lessons can be saved in the “My CSCOPE”
Tab within the “My Content” area.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Instructional Procedures

ENGAGE – Introduction to George Washington

Notes for Teacher

NOTE: 1 Day = 30 minutes

Suggested Day 1 – 10 minutes

1. Display a picture of George Washington.  Ask students to identify the picture. Materials:
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(All students should recognize his picture. He was included on the timeline in the

previous lesson.)

2. Display a KWL chart of George Washington. Write the words “George
Washington” on the top of the chart paper and read the name to the students.

Guide students to name facts they already know about George Washington.

Record responses on chart paper.

Ask what they would like to know and record their responses.

Information under the last heading on the chart will be will be filled in at the

end of the lesson.

picture of George Washington

chart paper (with the words “What We Know,”
“What We Want to Know”, and “What We Want
to Learn” across the top to create 3 columns)

Purpose:

Students determine how much they know about

George Washington and his life.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A 

Instructional Note:

Conduct an internet search for an image of

George Washington or use a picture from a

book or clip art.

On a KWL chart, list things we Know, things we

Want to know and, at the conclusion of the

lesson, things we have Learned.

Not a lot of detailed information is known about

George Washington’s childhood.  There are
many myths about him, one of which is the story

of George Washington chopping down the

cherry tree.  Some people believe these stories

were made up to illustrate the character trait of

honesty, which he was believed to have

possessed.

EXPLORE – Read about George Washington Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 12 minutes

1. Ask:

Where might you find information about George Washington?

(Answers might include books or Internet resources.)

2. Read biographies on George Washington or watch a video. Use more than one

source to provide a wide range of information on George Washington.

3. Some key facts about the life of George Washington:

Born on February 22, 1732 in Virginia

He loved being a farmer in Mr. Vernon.

He joined the military.

He married Martha Custis.

He became Major General and Commander-in-Chief of the colonial

army. 

In 1789, he was elected president of the United States.  

George Washington returned to Mount Vernon.

He died on December 14, 1799.

Materials:

picture books or a video about the life of

George Washington

Purpose:

Students identify contributions made by George

Washington.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A

EXPLAIN – Complete KWL chart Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 8 minutes

1. Read the KWL chart again, one statement at a time. Have students turn and

talk to a partner about the accuracy of each statement based on what they

have learned.

2. Put a check mark by each fact that was confirmed in books and/or video.

3. Make corrections to statements if necessary.

4. Under “Learned” on the KWL, add facts students learned from the resources.

Materials:

KWL chart (created previously)

Purpose:

Students focus on adding learned material to

the KWL chart.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A

ENGAGE – Father of our Country Suggested Day 2 – 3 minutes

1. Display picture of George Washington. George Washington is called “the father Materials:
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of our country”.  What does that mean? Teacher writes responses on the board
or chart paper. picture of George Washington

chart paper or chalk boaard

EXPLORE – How was George Washington a leader? Suggested Day 2 (continued) – 12 minutes

1. George Washington was to America like a principal is to our school.

A principal is someone who:

shows care and concern by being a leader of the school

makes decisions for the good of the school

works to make the school better

keeps the school safe

is a role model, teaching right from wrong to students

2. Ask:

How was George Washington a great leader to our country like a

principal is to our school?

He exhibited the characteristics of a good leader as he helped create and

shape our country.

Rather than staying at Mount Vernon like he wanted, he showed his care

and concern by serving in the military. He did a good job so he was asked to

lead the troops.

His service in the military helped protect the country and keep the people

safe.

He helped make decisions for the country. He helped write the laws and

make rules for the government.

He helped provide for the needs of the country.  When a strong leader for

the country was needed and he was asked to be president of the United

States, he agreed to lead the country. He led the country with honesty,

bravery, and thoughtfulness.

He was a role model for others. He showed other citizens that one person

can affect the entire nation.

3. As the discussion takes place, fill in the T-chart to illustrate the similarities of the

characteristics a good leader and those George Washington displayed. Use

questions to elicit help from students in filling in the T-chart.

Materials:

T-chart Example: 

A

Principal

George

Washington

  

  

  

  

Purpose:

Students compare the characteristics of a

principal or community leader to the

characteristics of George Washington.

EXPLAIN – Three-corner hats Suggested Day 2 (continued) – 15 minutes

1. Display a photograph or painting of George Washington wearing a three-corner

hat. The three-corner hat was worn by men during the time George Washington

lived. Display a model of a three-corner hat made from construction paper.

2. Students make and wear three-corner hats.

Trace and cut out sides of hat

On the white side of the hat, students write and finish the sentence: George

Washington was the leader of  our country, liike a principal of our school.

Like our principal, he _______.

When finished, students read the words on their hat to three friends and

listen as each friend reads the words on their hats.

Teacher walks around while monitoring and listening.

Materials:

photograph of George Washington wearing a

three-corner hat

pattern for a three-corner hat   

white and blue construction paper, cut 12” X 3”,
one of each color per child

strips of red construction paper

Purpose:

Students explain how George Washington was

like a father using the three-corner hat for

writing paper.

Instructional Note:

Teach poem during a transitional time:

My Hat Has 3 Corners – Author unknown

My hat it has 3 corners.

(form triangle above head)

Three corners has my hat.

If it did not have 3 corners,

(raise 3 fingers)

It would not be my hat.

(shake head sideways)
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Conduct an internet search for an image of George

Washington wearing a three-corner hat.

ENGAGE – George Washington as a leader Suggested Day 3 – 5 minutes

1. Display pictures of leaders. Facilitate a discussion about the leaders.

Who is in the picture?

What are his/her responsibilities?

What makes him/her a good leader?

Materials:

pictures of current leaders (might include: the

school principal, the current mayor of the city,

the current president of the United States,

and/or others deemed important by the teacher)

Purpose:

Students focus attention on people who hold

positions of leadership.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A

EXPLORE – Qualities of a leader Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 10  minutes

1. Ask:

What kind of person do you think makes a good leader?

2. Display picture books. Examine the stories to search for personal

characteristics and attributes that point to leadership qualities George

Washington possessed. (For example: his ability to lead the colonial army in the

midst of tremendous hardships and over eight long years, the trust the

members of the Constitutional Convention placed in him by electing him as

president, .), Together make a list of the qualities of a good leader. Teacher

scribes while students make comments. 

Through searching  the picture books and questioning, guide students to

conclude these or similar leadership qualities: 

Someone who understands the difference between right and wrong

and chooses to do what is right. (good character)

Someone who can be trusted by others.

Someone who is a good listener and spends time thinking.

Someone who thinks before he speaks or acts.

Someone who has a clear picture in his head of what he wants to

happen in the future.

Someone who can organize people to make that “picture” actually
happen (achieve that goal)

Someone who is liked by other people and who wants to follow and

help achieve their goal.

3. Conclude that the qualities of a good father can often be the same or similar

qualities of a good leader.

Materials:

chart paper or chalkboard

picture books about George Washington used

previously in an earlier in the lesson

TEKS:

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A        

Instructional Note:

Background information for this section of the lesson can be

found at: Stazesky, Richard C. (2000) George Washington,

Genius in Leadership.  Retrieved from:

http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/articles/stazesky.html

EXPLAIN – Return to KWL chart Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 10 minutes

1. Focus students’ attention on the KWL charted started on Day One of this
lesson. Reread through information previously posted on the chart.

2. Concentrate on what students have learned during this lesson. 

Ask:

What leadership qualities can we add to the chart?

3. Students will turn and talk to a partner about the leadership qualities George

Washington possessed. Allow approximately 10 – 20 seconds. Share with the
class. Repeat this several times until a list has been generated to add to the

KWL chart.

Materials:

KWL chart (created in Day 1 of this lesson)

Purpose:

Students complete KWL chart by adding what

they have learned about the leadership qualities

George Washington possessed.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A

ELABORATE – Bring it all together Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 5 minutes

1. Facilitate a discussion using Key Understandings and Guiding Questions: Purpose: 
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Individuals shape communities through their contributions and acts of good

citizenship.

What does it mean to shape a community?

How do individuals shape communities?

What did George Washington do to create and shape our national

community – our nation?
What characteristics of a good father did he exhibit?

How do those same characteristics help a leader be successful?

What leadership qualities did he possess?

How did he make sure this new community/country would be a good

place to live, work and play?

How do his contributions affect us today?

Students demonstrate understanding of the

core ideas taught in the lesson.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A

ENGAGE – Focus on George Washington’s contributions as president Suggested Day 4 – 15 minutes

1. Ask students to think back to this Guiding Question from the previous

discussion. 

Ask this question again: 

How did George Washington make sure this new community/country

would be a good place to live, work and play?

What did he specifically do as president that helped create the

country we have today?

EVALUATE – Determine mastery Suggested Day 4 (continued) – 15 minutes

Kindergarten Social Studies Unit 09 PI 02

Draw picture(s) representing contributions made by George Washington as the first president

of our country. Dictate or write sentences to explain how the actions in the pictures show him

contributing to the country.

Standard(s): K.2A , K.14B , K.15A 

ELPS  ELPS.c.3B

1. Distribute paper.

2. Teacher circulates among students to guide and direct their efforts.

Materials:

drawing paper (8 ½ X 11 or similar size)

Purpose:

Students illustrate pictures showing

contribution(s) George Washington made to our

country as president that made the country a

good place to live, work, and play.

TEKS: 

K.2A; K.2B; K.14B; K.15A
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