
AP U.S. History 

Summer Reading Assignment 

 

Book:  McGraw-Hill.  5 Steps to a 5:  AP US History - 2012-2013 ed. 

(Study Guide/Workbook) 
 

Congratulations on your decision to take AP U.S. History next year!  This class is 
extremely worthwhile and will cover 500 years of American History.  It is a college-level 
course and while you might find aspects of it challenging, you will come out of the 
course better prepared for college.  There are two methods by which you can receive 
college credit – the Midland College Dual Credit Program and the AP Exam in May. One 
of the goals of the class is to help students achieve a 5 on the AP Exam. The AP Exam is 
an excellent opportunity to gain experience in taking a college-level exam and if you 
commit to putting in the effort, it is very likely that you will do well on the exam. 
 
The district approved textbook, Brinkley’s American History A Survey,  is a true college 
level textbook. Once the school year begins and textbooks are issued, you will be expected 
to read the first five chapters in four weeks. Students will find it beneficial to acquire an AP 
review source, such as 5 Steps to a 5 AP U.S. History(McGraw-Hill), to provide a 
supplemental overview to the reading assignments. With your own copy you will be able to 
annotate and highlight as needed. You will also have practice multiple-choice questions in 
the AP-style, particularly five choices, which is also the style you will have on unit tests. 
 Your success in the class will depend on your willingness to do assigned readings, 
assignments, and actually STUDY for exams. By completing the summer reading 
assignment,  you will begin the semester with a definite advantage.   
 
AP U.S. History Summer Reading Assignment 2012: 
 
AP U.S. History students should read and take notes, preferably in the Cornell note-taking 
format, on the following chapters in 5 Steps to a 5 AP US History (Study Guide): 

1.  Chapter 5:   “The Settling of the Western Hemisphere and Colonial America” 
2.  Chapter 6:   “The British Empire in America: Growth and Conflict” 
3.  Chapter 7:   “Resistance, Rebellion and Revolution” 

Students should also read and take notes on the following primary documents, which can 
be found online on the MISD campus website: 
 
The Declaration of Independence 
Federalist Papers #10, #51, #78 
The Constitution  
 
Students may be required to complete a quiz over the reading, prepare 
a presentation for the class or develop a short essay over the assigned reading. 
Notes over readings are due by Wednesday, September 5, 2012. 



 
Dear Student and Parent: 

 

This letter is to provide you with information about the AP and PreAP summer reading 

assignments for high school Social Studies.  We strongly encourage students to complete the 

assignment before the start of school.  Timely preparation is essential for success in the AP and 

PreAP courses. 

 

You are strongly encouraged to purchase your own book so that you will have access to it 

throughout the school year.  You can purchase the workbook listed below from a local bookstore 

or an online site.   If you are unable to purchase your own copy or have difficulty locating a 

book, please contact Midland ISD at 689-1014 or the appropriate campus you will attend, and we 

will help you to locate a copy upon availability.  The assignment is available on the district and 

campus websites or may be picked up in the counselor’s office at your respective school during 

summer hours. 

 

The AP/PreAP Social Studies summer reading program is an essential feature of the AP and  

Pre-AP social studies’ classes, and it serves two functions:  (1) to keep you active as readers and 

thinkers, and (2) to ease the reading load during the class year.  This assignment will ease the 

pressure and transition into the program for next year.   Do not procrastinate.  There will be an 

assessment over these works during the first week of school. 

 

We are pleased that you have chosen to participate in the Advanced Placement program, and we 

look forward to working with you next year.  Happy Summer Reading!  

 

 

AP US History:   5 Steps to a 5 AP US History 2012 ed.   (McGraw-Hill) 

     (workbook) 

 

On line reading:   The Declaration of Independence 

     Federalist Papers #10, #51, and #78 

     The U.S. Constitution 

 

For online documents, go to:  www.midlandisd.net and click on “AP Summer Reading.”  

Then click on “AP US History.” 

       

The assignment is due on Wednesday, August 31, 2011.  If you have questions, please contact: 

 

LSHS:   Cindy Truitt  ctruitt@midlandisd.net 

MSHS: Chris Hightower chhightower@midlandisd.net 

ECHS:  Daphne Rhoads drhoads@midlandisd.net 
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