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Grade 06 Social Studies Unit 08 Lesson 01: Natural Resources of Southeast AsiaGrade 06 Social Studies Unit 08 Lesson 01: Natural Resources of Southeast Asia

This lesson is one approach to teaching the State Standards associated with this unit. Districts are encouraged to customize this lesson by

supplementing with district-approved resources, materials, and activities to best meet the needs of learners. The duration for this lesson is

only a recommendation, and districts may modify the time frame to meet students’ needs. To better understand how your district may be
implementing CSCOPE lessons, please contact your child’s teacher. (For your convenience, please find linked the TEA Commissioner’s List
of State Board of Education Approved Instructional Resources and Midcycle State Adopted Instructional Materials.)

Lesson Synopsis

This lesson primarily focuses on Southeast Asia’s physical environment. Through map sketches, animated maps, data interpretation, and a
group activity students gain a better understanding of the region’s resources, location of countries, the Ring of Fire and other physical
environmental processes.

TEKS

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) listed below are the standards adopted by the State Board of Education, which are

required by Texas law. Any standard that has a strike-through (e.g. sample phrase) indicates that portion of the standard is taught in a

previous or subsequent unit. The TEKS are available on the Texas Education Agency website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?

id=6148.

6.3 Geography. The student uses geographic tools to answer geographic questions. The student is expected to:

6.3D Create thematic maps, graphs, charts, models, and databases depicting aspects such as population,

disease, and economic activities of various world regions and countries.

6.4 Geography. The student understands the factors that influence the locations and characteristics of locations

of various contemporary societies on maps and globes and uses latitude and longitude to determine absolute

locations. The student is expected to:

6.4F Identify the location of major world countries such as Canada, Mexico, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, Norway,

Sweden, Russia, South Africa, Nigeria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Israel, Iran, India, Pakistan, the People's Republic of China, the Republic of

China (Taiwan), Japan, North and South Korea, Indonesia, and Australia.

6.6 Geography. The student understands that geographical patterns result from physical environmental

processes. The student is expected to:

6.6A Describe and explain the effects of physical environmental processes such as erosion, ocean currents,

and earthquakes on Earth's surface.

6.6B Identify the location of renewable and nonrenewable natural resources such as fresh water, fossil fuels,

fertile soils, and timber.

6.6C Analyze the effects of the interaction of physical processes and the environment on humans.

6.7 Geography. The student understands the impact of interactions between people and the physical

environment on the development and conditions of places and regions. The student is expected to:

6.7A Identify and analyze ways people have adapted to the physical environment in various places and

regions.

6.10 Economics. The student understands categories of economic activities and the data used to measure a

society's economic level. The student is expected to:

6.10A Define and give examples of agricultural, wholesale, retail, manufacturing (goods), and service

industries.

Social Studies Skills TEKS

6.21 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired

through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology.

The student is expected to:

6.21F Use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social studies information such as maps and graphs.
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Performance Indicators

Grade 06 Social Studies Unit 08 PI 01

Create a map of Southeast Asia that shows its major renewable and nonrenewable resources (with symbols). Color-code the map to show areas affected by

monsoon, volcanoe, earthquake, and tsunami activity (four different colors). Select two active areas and create call-out boxes explaining the effects on humans

of these physical processes.

Standard(s): 6.3D , 6.6B , 6.6C , 6.21F 

ELPS  ELPS.c.1C , ELPS.c.5B

Key Understandings

Physical processes and availability of resources affect human population in a region with positive and/or negative consequences.

—    What and where are renewable and nonrenewable resources mostly found in Southeast Asia?
—    How do people adapt to or modify their environment?
—    How do physical environmental processes affect Southeast Asia (earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis)?

Vocabulary of Instruction

monsoon

renewable resources

nonrenewable resources

tsunami

ring of fire

Materials

butcher paper or chart paper (1 sheet per group)

envelopes or small resealable plastic bags (1 per group)

large scale maps sketched on Day 1

markers

pencil colors

pencils

Attachments

All attachments associated with this lesson are referenced in the body of the lesson. Due to considerations for grading or student

assessment, attachments that are connected with Performance Indicators or serve as answer keys are available in the district site and are

not accessible on the public website.

Teacher Resource: Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources

Handout: Vocabulary Activity

Teacher Resource: Powerpoint: Southeast Asia

Handout: Southeast Asia Map

Handout: Indonesia’s Economic Activity

Handout: Myanmar’s Economic Activity

Handout: Thailand’s Economic Activity

Handout: Cambodia’s Economic Activity

Handout: The Philippines’ Economic Activity

Resources

Advance Preparation

1. Become familiar with content and procedures for the lesson.

2. Refer to the Instructional Focus Document for specific content to include in the lesson.

3. Select appropriate sections of the textbook and other classroom materials that support the learning for this lesson.

4. Preview available resources and websites according to district guidelines.

5. Prepare materials and handouts as needed.

Background Information
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Southeast Asia consists of eleven countries: Laos, Vietnam, Cambodia, Brunei, Malaysia, Indonesia, East Timor, Myanmar (Burma), Thailand, Singapore, and the

Philippines.The countries that are bolded are the focus in this lesson.

 

This region is rich in history and culture but it has also been plagued by natural disasters. It is also rich in natural resources and is positioned globally in a region

that lends itself for trade.

 

Monsoon – A thermally driven wind arising from differential heating between a land mass and the adjacent ocean that reverses its direction seasonally.

Tsunami – A series of longperiod waves (on the order of tens of minutes) that are usually generated by an impulsive disturbance that displaces massive

amounts of water, such as an earthquake occurring on or near the sea floor. Underwater volcanic eruptions and landslides can also cause tsunami. The resultant

waves much the same as waves propagating in a calm pond after a rock is tossed. While traveling in the deep oceans, tsunami have extremely long wavelengths,

often exceeding 50 nm, with small amplitudes (a few tens of centimeters) and negligible wave steepness, which in the open ocean would cause nothing more

than a gentle rise and fall for most vessels, and possibly go unnoticed. Tsunami travel at very high speeds, sometimes in excess of 400 knots. Across the open

oceans, these high-speed waves lose very little energy. As tsunami reach the shallow waters near the coast, they begin to slow down while gradually growing

steeper, due to the decreasing water depth. The building walls of destruction can become extremely large in height, reaching tens of meters 30 feet or more as

they reach the shoreline. The effects can be further amplified where a bay, harbor, or lagoon funnels the waves as they move inland. Large tsunami have been

known to rise to over 100 feet! The amount of water and energy contained in tsunami can have devastating effects on coastal areas.

 

Renewable/Nonrenewable

“Renewable energy sources are energy sources that are continually replenished. These include energy from water, wind, the sun, geothermal sources, and

biomass sources such as energy crops. In contrast, fuels such as coal, oil, and natural gas are non-renewable. Once a deposit of these fuels is depleted it cannot

be replenished – a replacement deposit must be found instead. Both renewable and nonrenewable energy sources are used to generate electricity, power

vehicles, and provide heating, cooling, and light.”

 

Definitions courtesy of National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminstration. (2009, June 25). Glossary. Retrieved from http://w1.weather.gov/glossary/index.php?

letter=m

Text courtesy of The National Atlas of the United States. (2013, January 14). Renewable energy sources in the united states. Retrieved from

http://www.nationalatlas.gov/articles/people/a_energy.html

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Teachers are encouraged to supplement and substitute resources, materials, and activities to meet the needs of learners. These lessons

are one approach to teaching the TEKS/Specificity as well as addressing the Performance Indicators associated with each unit. District

personnel may create original lessons using the Content Creator in the Tools Tab. All originally authored lessons can be saved in the “My
CSCOPE” Tab within the “My Content” area.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Instructional Procedures

ENGAGE – Renewable vs. Nonrenewable

Notes for Teacher

NOTE: 1 Day = 50 minutes

Suggested Day 1 – 10 minutes

1. Group students into threes.

2. Distribute a set of cards using the Teacher Resource: Renewable and

Nonrenewable Resources to each group (Note: for teacher instructions see

the Teacher Resource: Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources).

3. Students label the  “T” chart (left side of T chart: Renewable Resources and
right side of T chart: Nonrenewable Resources) and categorize the cards on

the chart.

4. Sketch a T chart on the board. After a few minutes, ask for student volunteers

to share their responses based on how they categorized the resources.

Materials:

envelopes or small resealable plastic bags (1

per group)

Attachments:

Teacher Resource: Renewable and

Nonrenewable Resources

Purpose:

Students are introduced to two types of

resources of which they will later locate and

label on a map of Southeast Asia.

TEKS: 6.6B

 Misconceptions:

Students may know of Asia only as a continent,

without understanding the size and scope of the

region.

Students may not be aware of the geographic
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regions within Asia, seeing it as one large

region rather than divided into sub-regions with

shared characteristics.

Students likely know very little about Southeast

Asia.

Instructional Note:

Make enough copies of the Teacher Resource:

Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources

for each group. Cut up the sheet into cards

using the envelopes or small resealable plastic

bags to distribute and recover easily.

EXPLORE/EXPLAIN – Differentiating Renewable and Nonrenewable NOTE: 1 Day = 50 minutes

Suggested Day 1 – 10 minutes

1. Continuing with the same groups, facilitate a brief discussion by asking

questions such as:

Based on your lists, what is the difference between a renewable

and a nonrenewable resource?

Is the level of development of a country dependent on a country’s
renewable and nonrenewable resources?

What makes some countries wealthier than others (consider

renewable and nonrenewable resources)?

What nonrenewable resource from your list is most in demand? If

there is a shortage, does it affect it’s value? Why?

2. After a short discussion, distribute or provide the answer key to the T chart for

students to refer to (Note: this is the Teacher Resource: Renewable and

Nonrenewable Resources before cards were cut).

3. Distribute Handout: Vocabulary Activity (1 per student).

4. Faciliate a classroom consensus for a definition on renewable and

nonrenewable resources that all may use on the chart in the Handout:

Vocabulary Activity.

5. Students use their T chart for information as they complete the charts

(students may remain in the same group).

6. Circulate and monitor groups by probing with questions, clarifying and

correcting misinformation, and adding new information as needed.

Materials:

Completed T-chart from Teacher Resource:

Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources

Attachments:

Handout: Vocabulary Activity

Purpose:

Students are introduced to two types of

resources of which they will later locate and

label on a map of Southeast Asia.

TEKS:6.6A,  6.6B

EXPLORE  – Southeast Asia (Map Sketch) Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 30 minutes

1. Begin by introducing the region using the Teacher Resource: Powerpoint:

Southeast Asia (Slide 1). This slide introduces the region and reviews the

region studied in the prior unit. This slide also lists the ten countries that are

part of this region.

2. Proceed to Slide 2 and point out the location for each of the eleven countries.

3. Continue to Slides 3 – 7. Explain to students that each of these countries will
be investigated/explored.

4. Distribute one large sheet of butcher paper or chart paper per group.

5. Students sketch a large-scale map on butcher paper using Slide 2 as a guide

for their sketch. (Note: a smaller map outline of the region may be used to help

students draw the larger-scale map found in the Handout: Southeast Asia

Map)

6. After sketching the map, groups may outline each of the countries using pencil

colors or markers and label the names of the countries.

7. Explain to students the following concepts:

Industries differ in their involvement in the processing of natural resources,

Materials:

butcher paper or chart paper (1 sheet per

group)

markers

pencil colors

Attachments:

Teacher Resource: Powerpoint: Southeast

Asia

Handout: Southeast Asia Map

Purpose:

Students familiarize themselves with the eleven

countries in Southeast Asia as they prepare for

the performance indicator.

TEKS: 6.3D; 6.4F; 6.10A, 6.21F

Instructional Note:
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the production and marketing of goods, and the development of products

and ideas.

Agriculture is a primary industry – agricultural industries like farming and
ranching are the most direct use of natural resources in a country’s
economy because their products directly make use of the natural resources.

Economies of nations in Southeast Asia are chiefly primary industries like

agriculture.

It is important for students to sketch the large-

scale map to be able to locate and label

resources on Day 2. It may be helpful to project

the image of the region onto a wall where

students can trace the outline.

EXPLORE  – Southeast Asia (Map Sketch: Resources) Suggested Day 2 – 50 minutes

1. Distribute a map of one of the major countries that shows the location and type

of resources. Each group focuses on one map from the region.

Group 1: Handout: Indonesia’s Economic Activity
Group 2: Handout: Myanmar’s Economic Activity
Group 3: Handout: Thailand’s Economic Activity
Group 4: Handout: Cambodia’s Economic Activity
Group 5: Handout: The Philippines’ Economic Activity

2. Explain to students that these are thematic maps and are specific to the

economic activities and resources of each country. (Note: You may want to

provide examples of other types of thematic maps if necessary.)

3. Groups study the handout that pertains to their group and proceed to label the

resources (renewable and nonrenewable) on their large-scale map. Students

create a map key using the symbols (or similar) on their handout of Indonesia,

Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia, or the Philippines. (Consider adding more

countries from the region if needed.)

4. Once all groups complete the labeling of resources and the map key on their

large-scale map, group members discuss and make inferences based on the

following questions:

What two resources probably drive this nation’s economy?
What evidence supports your answer?

Based on your observations, have people adapted to the

environment or modified the environment?

What evidence supports your answer?

5. Provide one or two examples of a renewable and nonrenewable resource.

6. Explain to groups that on the following day each group is presenting to the

whole class. The presentation consists of:

Showing the location of the country (relative location)

Answers to the questions listed above (bulleted in #4).

Each group member may answer one of the questions so that all students

participate.

Materials:

large-scale maps sketched on Day 1

markers

pencil colors

Attachments:

Handout: Indonesia’s Economic Activity
Handout: Myanmar’s Economic Activity
Handout: Thailand’s Economic Activity
Handout: Cambodia’s Economic Activity
Handout: The Philippines’ Economic Activity

TEKS: 6.3D; 6.4F; 6.7A

Instructional Note:

Students might use index cards to write each of

the questions and response/s (one question

per index card). This is useful for group

presentations on the following day.

Consider concentrating on different/additional

nations of the region if resources such as

national resource maps are available.

EXPLORE – Resources (Group Presentations)  Suggested Day 3 – 40 minutes

1. Each group presentation includes the country’s location, resources, and
answers to the four questions (bulleted in #4 from Day 2)

2. Before groups begin their presentations, distribute Handout: Southeast Asia

Map. As groups present to the whole class, all students use the Handout:

Southeast Asia Map to label the country being presented. Students also

include two resources from each of the countries. This helps to keep all

students engaged while groups present and it also helps students prepare for

the Performance Indicator.

3. Explain to students that additional information will be added to the large-scale

map (sketched by groups) as well as their individual map.

Materials:

large scale maps sketched on Day 1

pencils

pencil colors

Attachments:

Handout: Southeast Asia Map

Purpose:

Group presentations help students prepare for

the Performance Indicator.

TEKS: 6.3D; 6.4F; 6.7A
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Instructional Note:

It is important for every student to complete

their own individual map and to locate, label

and identify the countries and natural

resources.

EXPLAIN – Reflect and Write Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 10 minutes

1. After all groups are done with presentations, each student (on the back side of

their map handout) answers the following question.

Where are renewable and nonrenewable resources mostly found in

Southeast Asia? What are they?

Instructional Note:

It is important for every student to complete

their own individual map and to locate, label

and identify the countries and natural

resources.

EXPLORE/EXPLAIN – Physical Environment Processes  Suggested Day 4 – 30 minutes

                                                                                                                    

1. (Note: Students remain with the same group members from the previous day

and continue to add information to their large-scale maps. The new

information includes describing and explaining physical environment

processes and how people adapt to or modify their environment).

2. Show Slide 8 from the Teacher Resource: Powerpoint: Southeast Asia.

Students study the image carefully and write two or three inferences. Students

volunteer by sharing their observations.

3. Facilitate a discussion based on student responses.

4. Continue to show Teacher Resource: Powerpoint: Southeast Asia Slide 9

and ask:

What might the red arrows represent?

What might each of the colors represent?

What word is common to all of the colors?

5. Provide some background information on the theory of plate tectonics and

explain the effects on the earth when the plates move: earthquakes,

volcanoes, and tsunamis. (Note: Students do a more in depth study of plate

tectonics in Grade 6 Science.)

6. Continue to show Slides 10 – 14. Stop at each of the slides that has an image
of volcanic activity, the ring of fire, and tsunamis so that groups can sketch

these on their large scale group map.

7. Provide some time for students to also complete their individual maps as they

prepare for the Performance Indicator.

8. After students complete the group map and the individual map, with a partner

(this may be done from within the group) Student A explains the advantages of

living in this region and Student B explains the disadvantages for  living in this

region.

Materials:

large scale maps sketched on Day 1

markers

pencil colors

Attachments:

Teacher Resource: Powerpoint: Southeast Asia

Handout: Southeast Asia Map

Purpose:

Students familiarize themselves with the theory

of plate tectonics and how they have affected

this region.

TEKS: 6.6A, 6.6C; 6.7A

Instructional Note:

Advantages may include natural resources,

trade, economic growth, etc. Disadvantages may

include volcanic activity, tsunamis, etc.

ELABORATE  – Guiding Questions Suggested Day 4 (continued) – 20 minutes

1. Students answer the following guiding questions independently:

How do people adapt to or modify their environment?

How do physical environmental processes affect Southeast Asia

(earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis)?

EVALUATE Suggested Day 5 – 50 minutes
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Create a map of Southeast Asia that shows its major renewable and nonrenewable

resources (with symbols). Color-code the map to show areas affected by monsoon,

volcanoe, earthquake, and tsunami activity (four different colors). Select two active areas and

create call-out boxes explaining the effects on humans of these physical processes.

Standard(s): 6.3D , 6.6B , 6.6C , 6.21F 

ELPS  ELPS.c.1C , ELPS.c.5B
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Renewable and Nonrenewable Resources 
 
Instructions for Teacher:   

 Make copies of this sheet (1 per group).   

 Cut the cards and place them in an envelope or small re-sealable plastic bag (1 per 
group) 

 Groups categorize the cards on the T chart (found on page 2 of this resource) 
 
 

Renewable Resources Nonrenewable Resources 

 
Fresh Water 

 

 
Coal 

 

 
Plants 

 

 
Oil (Petroleum) 

 

 
Fertile Soils 

 
 

 
Natural Gas 

 

 
Timber 

 
 

 
Gems and Minerals 

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Microsoft. (Designer). (2010). Clip art [Web Graphic]. Retrieved from http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/images/ 
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Vocabulary Activity 

 

 

 

 

Renewable 
Resource 

Example 1 

 

 

Example 2 

 

 

Example 3 

 

 

Define: 

 

 

 

Characteristics: 

 

 

 

Nonrenewable 
Resource 

Example 1 

 

 

Example 2 

 

 

Example 3 

 

 

Define: 

 

 

 

Characteristics: 
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Southeast Asia Map 
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Indonesia’s Economic Activity 
 
 

 
 

Courtesy of the University of Texas Libraries, The University of Texas at Austin: 
Perry-Castañeda Library. (Photographer). (2013). Indonesia: Economic activity. [Web Map]. Retrieved from http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/indonesia_econ_1972.jpg  
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Myanmar’s Economic Activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of the University of Texas Libraries, The University of 
Texas at Austin: 

Perry-Castañeda Library. (Photographer). (2013). Burma: Economic 
activity and land use. [Web Map]. Retrieved from 
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/middle_east_and_asia/burma_econ
_1972.jpg 
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Thailand’s Economic Activity 
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