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This lesson is one approach to teaching the State Standards associated with this unit. Districts are encouraged to customize this lesson by supplementing

with district-approved resources, materials, and activities to best meet the needs of learners. The duration for this lesson is only a recommendation, and

districts may modify the time frame to meet students’ needs. To better understand how your district may be implementing CSCOPE lessons, please contact
your child’s teacher. (For your convenience, please find linked the TEA Commissioner’s List of State Board of Education Approved Instructional Resources

and Midcycle State Adopted Instructional Materials.)

Lesson Synopsis

Prior to this unit, students have studied the characteristics of a good citizen and studied examples of people who exemplify those characteristics. This

lesson develops student understanding of how good citizens acting alone or working together can improve the community and help other people.

TEKS

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) listed below are the standards adopted by the State Board of Education, which are required by Texas

law. Any standard that has a strike-through (e.g. sample phrase) indicates that portion of the standard is taught in a previous or subsequent unit. The

TEKS are available on the Texas Education Agency website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6148.

3.1 History. The student understands how individuals, events, and ideas have influenced the history of various communities.

The student is expected to:

3.1B Identify individuals, including Pierre-Charles L'Enfant, Benjamin Banneker, and Benjamin Franklin, who have helped

to shape communities.

3.11 Citizenship. The student understands characteristics of good citizenship as exemplified by historical and contemporary

figures. The student is expected to:

3.11A Identify characteristics of good citizenship, including truthfulness, justice, equality, respect for oneself and others,

responsibility in daily life, and participation in government by educating oneself about the issues, respectfully

holding public officials to their word, and voting.

3.11B Identify historical figures such as Helen Keller and Clara Barton and contemporary figures such as Ruby Bridges

and military and first responders who exemplify good citizenship.

3.11C Identify and explain the importance of individual acts of civic responsibility, including obeying laws, serving the

community, serving on a jury, and voting.

3.12 Citizenship. The student understands the impact of individual and group decisions on communities in a constitutional

republic. The student is expected to:

3.12A Give examples of community changes that result from individual or group decisions.

3.12B Identify examples of actions individuals and groups can take to improve the community.

3.12C Identify examples of nonprofit and/or civic organizations such as the Red Cross and explain how they serve the

common good.

3.14 Culture. The student understands the role of heroes in shaping the culture of communities, the state, and the nation.

The student is expected to:

3.14A Identify and compare the heroic deeds of state and national heroes, including Hector P. Garcia and James A. Lovell,

and other individuals such as Harriet Tubman, Juliette Gordon Low, Todd Beamer, Ellen Ochoa, John "Danny"

Olivas, and other contemporary heroes.

3.14B Identify and analyze the heroic deeds of individuals, including military and first responders such as the Four

Chaplains.

Social Studies Skills TEKS

3.17 Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety

of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

3.17E Interpret and create visuals, including graphs, charts, tables, timelines, illustrations, and maps.

3.18 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:

3.18B Use technology to create written and visual material such as stories, poems, pictures, maps, and graphic organizers

to express ideas.

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Performance Indicators

Last Updated 05/09/13

Print Date 06/20/2013   Printed By Karen Johnson, MIDLAND ISD
page 1 of 14  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147512039
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2147512040
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6148
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111142
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111146
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111258
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111259
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111262
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111265
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111268
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111269
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111272
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111275
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111286
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111287
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111290
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111309
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111322
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111328
about:/module/standards/Tools/Browse?StandardId=111332


Grade 03 Social Studies Unit 12 PI 01

Create a comic strip about an individual good citizen studied this year. In the strip show the good citizen exhibiting characteristics of good citizenship or civic responsibility to

improve the community. Also show the impact the person’s choice to act responsibly had on the community. Write captions to explain the drawings.

Standard(s): 3.11A , 3.11C , 3.12A , 3.17E , 3.18B 

ELPS  ELPS.c.1G , ELPS.c.3E

Key Understandings

Individuals and groups who choose to act as civically responsible good citizens impact communities.

—    What are the characteristics of good citizenship?
—    What are the individual acts of civic responsibility, and why are they important?
—    What are some examples of community changes that have resulted from individual or group decisions?

Vocabulary of Instruction

civic responsibility

caption                                            

truth 

justice

equality

responsibility                            

participation

respect                                       

 

Materials

white paper

map pencils

scissors

chart paper, tablet paper or large construction paper

sticky notes for students

Attachments

All attachments associated with this lesson are referenced in the body of the lesson. Due to considerations for grading or student assessment,

attachments that are connected with Performance Indicators or serve as answer keys are available in the district site and are not accessible on the

public website.

Handout: Characteristics of Good Citizenships to Illustrate

Teacher Resource: Characteristics of Good Citizenship Chart KEY

Teacher Resource: Community Leaders Work Together (optional)

Handout: “Who When What IMPACT!”

Handout: 3rd Grade Figures

Resources

None identified.

Advance Preparation

1. Become familiar with content and procedures for the lesson, including the characteristics of good citizenship.

2. Refer to the Instructional Focus Document for specific content to include in the lesson.

3. Select appropriate sections of the textbook and other classroom materials that support the learning for this lesson.

4. Preview the selected materials and websites according to district guidelines.

5. Prepare materials and handouts as necessary.

Background Information

Individuals in society manifest good citizenship in many ways. Actions of good citizenship may include obeying rules in a class, caring for friends and family, voting in elections,

and staying informed on issues of the day. One way individuals have exhibited good citizenship is by acting to improve the lives of others. Some individuals run for public office to

facilitate changes in society. Other people may act as private citizens to help their neighbors and community live a better life.

Throughout American history, individuals have acted to improve society through innovating, organizing, and even fighting injustice. National role models of good citizenship may

include Benjamin Franklin, Ruby Bridges, Clara Barton, and many others. Individual good citizens have also founded organizations such as the Red Cross and the United Way to

spread ideas of good citizenship and improve the lives of the less fortunate in society. These individuals often act because they value ideas of truthfulness, justice, equality,

respect for oneself and others, responsibility in daily life, and participation in government by educating oneself about the issues, respectfully holding public officials to their word,

and voting. (TEKS 3.11A)

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Teachers are encouraged to supplement and substitute resources, materials, and activities to meet the needs of learners. These lessons are one

approach to teaching the TEKS/Specificity as well as addressing the Performance Indicators associated with each unit. District personnel may create
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original lessons using the Content Creator in the Tools Tab. All originally authored lessons can be saved in the “My CSCOPE” Tab within the “My Content”
area.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Instructional Procedures

ENGAGE - Comparing Communities

Notes for Teacher

NOTE: 1 Day = 50 minutes

Suggested Day 1 – 20 minutes

1. Describe the difference between a community that has satisfied the basic needs and

wants of its citizens and a community that has neglected to satisfy the basic needs and

wants of its citizens.

2. Students draw a compare/contrast drawing of the two different types of communities on

a folded piece of paper which has been cut up the middle on the top flap.

3. Students discuss in small groups what creates a better community and how they can

help a community become a better place to live.

Materials:

white paper

map pencils

scissors

TEKS: 3.11A, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E

Instructional Note:

The teacher might start the lesson by describing

some of the needs and wants of a community that

were referenced earlier in the year and let students

draw conclusions about the differences in the

communities. 

Fold paper in half, top down, leaving about ½ inch to
write a label. Cut the top flap up the middle. Label

one side #1 and the other side #2. Draw a picture on

the front of the flap and write characteristics of each

community to read when the flap is lifted.

EXPLORE - Drawing Good Citizens Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 15 minutes 

1. Remind students of characteristics of good citizenship listed in the Handout:

Characteristics of Good Citizenship to Illustrate.

2. Students describe the terms in their own words.

3. Using map pencils, students draw pictures on the chart beside each term to illustrate

each characteristic.

Attachments:

Handout: Characteristics of Good Citizenship to

Illustrate (1 per student)

TEKS: 3.11A, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E 

Instructional Note:

Consider showing pictures of people studied

previously (either in history or in the community) who

exhibit characteristics of good citizenship.

Consider reading short excerpts from books or

stories in which people exhibit good characteristics of

citizenship and then allow students to independently

complete the illustrations.

EXPLAIN - Acting Like a Good Citizen Suggested Day 1 (continued) – 15 minutes 

1. Divide the class into 8 groups. Each group receives one of the characteristics cut from

the Teacher Resource: Characteristics of Good Citizenship Chart KEY.

2. As a group, students create and agree on a motion that will help students to remember

the characteristic. The motion is used in the Act It Out.

3. Organize all students into large circle to play To Act it Out. Each of the eight groups

takes turns, one group at a time teaching the other students their motion for the

characteristic.

Attachments

Teacher Resource: Characteristics of Good

Citizenship Chart KEY (1 copy for teacher to cut

into strips and distribute)

TEKS: 3.11A, 3.11B, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E

Instructional Note:

To Act it Out: All together, repeat the characteristic

and make the motion. Move to the next group,

pronounce the characteristic and make the motion.

Go back and start with the first one, make the motion

and say the characteristic, adding saying the second

characteristic and making its motion. And so forth
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until all eight characteristics and motions are made.

By the time the game is complete, students will know

all the characteristics and their accompanying

motions

This game needs to move quickly.

EXPLORE - Who is a Good Citizen? Suggested Day 2 – 30 minutes 

1. Distribute the Handout: “Who When What IMPACT!” (1 per student).

2. Organize students into groups of four. Each student is assigned two of the citizens

listed to research. (Adjust group size, and number of citizens to research, according to

class size.)

3. Students should use district-approved resources and websites to complete their sheets

with information about when the person lived, what the person did for the community,

and their lasting impact.

4. With the group of four, students then share their answers and fill in their sheets with

missing information.

Attachments

Handout: “Who When What IMPACT!” (1 per

student)

TEKS: 3.1B, 3.11A, 3.11B, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E

Instructional Note:

If these citizens were studied earlier in the year,

students should have access to their biorgraphical

information.

EXPLAIN - How Have Good Citizens Helped? Suggested Day 2 (continued) – 20 minutes 

1. As a whole group, students discuss and share ideas to complete the handout.

2. Students discuss the lasting impact of helping a community.

3. Scribe student responses to display in the classroom as a reference.

TEKS: 3.1B, 3.11A, 3.11C; 3.12A

 

EXPLORE - Key Good Citizens Suggested Day 3 – 25 minutes 

1. Place 8 large pieces of  chart paper, tablet paper, or large construction paper around

the room, with the name of each of the following:

Benjamin Franklin

Clara Barton

Ruby Bridges

Helen Keller

Juliette Gordon Low

Louis Pasteur

Harriett Tubman

First Responder

2. Divide students into 8 groups and assign each group one name from the list. One

student from the group draws a picture of their assigned person in the middle of the

large sheet of paper.

3. Students brainstorm characteristics of that person and write the characteristics around

the person.

Materials:

chart paper, tablet paper or large construction paper

TEKS: 3.1B, 3.11A, 3.11B, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.14A, 3.17E

Instructional Note:

Tablet sheets will be handwritten but will look similar

to this:

Consider modeling a discussion of the characteristics

of First Responders in society prior to student group

work.

EXPLAIN - Walking with Good Citizens Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 10 minutes 

1. Students take a “gallery walk” to look at each tablet sheet.

2. Students may carry sticky notes to add other characteristics of good citizenship to other

groups' tablet sheets.

Materials:

sticky notes for students

TEKS: 3.1B, 3.11A, 3.11B, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E

ELABORATE - Comparing Citizenship Suggested Day 3 (continued) – 15 minutes 

1. Facilitate a whole group discussion on what characteristics two or more of the people

on the tablet sheets have in common.

Ask:

What are some characteristics they all share?

Who among the famous people has a unique characteristic or way of

achieving tasks?

TEKS: 3.1B, 3.11A, 3.11B, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E

EXPLAIN - Community Groups Show Citizenship Suggested Day 4 – 50 minutes 

1. Create a chart on the board like this: TEKS: 3.11A, 3.11C; 3.12A; 3.17E; 3.18B
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2. Students will list organizations in the community on a chart.

Some possible options could be:

Red Cross

Salvation Army

United Way

Big Brothers/Big Sisters

Boys and Girls Club

Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts

Camp Fire Boys and Girls

4-H

Key Club

YMCA

Lions Club

Rotary Club

Kiwanis Club

Meals on Wheels

Habitat for Humanity

Highway Clean up or Ecology Group

4. Students help to list what the organization does for the community in the middle column.

5. Using the characteristics studied earlier in the year, students then list what positive

citizenship characteristic the organization helps to develop in people.

6. Conclude the discussion, ensuring students understand the value of belonging to a

group that contributes positively to the community.

Instructional Note:

Consider an internet search for videos that describe

the impact on the community of one of the

organizations listed.

EXPLORE - Citizenship Changes Communities Suggested Day 5 – 15 minutes 

1. Explain how community leaders are individuals who work to improve the community.

2. Distribute the Teacher Resource: Community Leaders Work Together (optional) (1

per student) or develop a short synopsis of local community leaders who work to

improve the community. Teacher reads aloud while students follow along.

3. If using the Teacher Resource: Community Leaders Work Together (optional),

students find the Rio Grande Valley community on a Texas map.

4. Facilitate a discussion about the effects a group of leaders can make on a community.

Attachments

Teacher Resource: Community Leaders Work

Together (optional) (1 per student)

TEKS: 3.11A, 3.11C; 3.12A, 3.12B, 3.12C; 3.17E

EXPLAIN - Local Community Good Citizens Suggested Day 5 (continued) – 5 minutes 

1. Teacher provides a list of local community leaders to serve as models for students:

police chief, state representative, mayor, superintendent, etc.

2. Students Turn and Talk, discussing how each leader improves the community.

TEKS: 3.11A; 3.11C; 3.12A, 3.12B, 3.12C; 3.14A, 3.17E

ELABORATE - Stories from the Community Suggested Day 5 (continued) - 30 minutes

1. Students think of other people they know or have studied that have helped the

communities where they live.

2. Using technology, students write a story about them, and then draw a picture of them

working to help the community. (Teacher will be ready with suggestions of other people

they have studied or know from their own community.)

3. Teacher creates a bulletin board about people who help their communities with the

drawings and stories.

TEKS: 3.11A; 3.11C; 3.12A, 3.12B, 3.12C; 3.14A, 3.18B

Instructional Note:

Teacher will be ready with suggestions of other people they have

studied or know from their own community.

EVALUATE - Comic Strip Citizenship Suggested Day 6 (continued) – 50 minutes 

1. Distribute the Handout: 3rd Grade Figures (1 per student). Students choose one of Attachments
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the figures to complete the performance indicator.

Grade 03 Social Studies Unit 12 PI 01

Create a comic strip about an individual good citizen studied this year. In the strip show the good

citizen exhibiting characteristics of good citizenship or civic responsibility to improve the community.

Also show the impact the person’s choice to act responsibly had on the community. Write captions to

explain the drawings.

Standard(s): 3.11A , 3.11C , 3.12A , 3.17E , 3.18B 

ELPS  ELPS.c.1G , ELPS.c.3E

2. Students display their comic strip around the room as students conduct a gallery walk

to complete their Handout: 3rd Grade Figures

Handout: 3rd Grade Figures (1 per student)

Instructional Note

Search for online comic strip generator to support

students.

Other options may include licensed software such as

Comic Life.
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Characteristics of Good Citizenship to Illustrate 
TEKS 3.11A Identify characteristics of good citizenship, including truthfulness, justice, equality, respect for oneself and others, responsibility in daily life, and 

participation in government by educating oneself about the issues, respectfully holding public officials to their word, and voting. 

Truthfulness  
 
 
 

Justice  
 
 
 

Equality  
 
 
 

Respect for Oneself 
and Others 

 
 
 
 

Responsibility in 
Daily Life 

 
 
 

Participating in 
Government by: 
Educating Oneself 
about the Issues 

 
 
 
 

Participating in 
Government by: 
Respectfully 
Holding Public 
Officials to Their 
Word 

 
 
 
 

Participating in 
Government by: 
Voting 
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Characteristics of Good Citizenship KEY 

 

Truthfulness 

Justice 

Equality 

Respect for Oneself and Others 

Responsibility in Daily Life 

Participating in Government by: 
Educating Oneself about the 

Issues 

Participating in Government by: 
Respectfully Holding Public 

Officials to Their Word 

Participating in Government by: 
Voting 
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Community Leaders Work Together to Make a Difference 

There have been countless numbers of people living in the United States of America 

who worked tirelessly to make their community a better place to live. In communities 

where people work together, many positive things have been accomplished.  

In the area of Texas known as the Rio Grande Valley, Dr. Mario Ramirez made 

important differences for a community of people, sometimes just one at a time.  After 

graduating from medical school, Dr. Ramirez established his medical clinic in the town 

of Roma, Texas. He knew the people who lived in the Lower Rio Grande Valley area 

had to drive an hour for any medical care. Eventually, Dr. Ramirez built two hospitals   

in Starr County right on the border of Texas and Mexico. Specialists and doctors came 

to his hospitals to offer people regular, excellent care.  

         

Dr. Mario Ramirez 

As he worked, Dr. Ramirez also took time to inform Presidents, Governors and 
Congress about the medical needs of people living in the community of the “Valley”. He 
worked with the University of Texas to establish and nurture the medical education 
program that inspired more than 2,200 students in the Rio Grande Valley and Laredo 
with the message that college and health science careers were possible. 

Dr. Ramirez and his wife, Sarah, were recently honored as Texas Heroes in McAllen. 
They were also proud to have raised a son who is a federal judge, another son who is 
an attorney, and a third son who carries on his legacy as a heart doctor in the Valley. 

Dr. Ramirez inspired other young doctors such as Dr. Antonio Falcon, who is carrying 
on his legacy of excellence in health care in the Rio Grande Valley. Dr. Falcon works 
with citizens to make the community a better place to live and work by bringing in 
businesses and community programs. 

Working together for a strong community where people are healthy and happy includes 
providing a strong education. In the same Starr Country area, Ruben Saenz worked to 
make sure students had a quality education, insuring a better future for each one. Mr. 
Saenz served as a high school principal in Rio Grande City, then as Superintendent of 
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Schools, and today serves as a leader at South Texas Community College in Starr 
County. 

It is not surprising that Dr. Ramirez, Dr. Falcon, and Mr. Saenz worked together over 
the years. As strong leaders should, they cooperated to bring excellence to the people 
who live in their community.  

Another of their good friends is Congressman Eligio “Kika” de la Garza. De la Garza 
served the public over 44 years, first in the Texas State Legislature (1952-1964) and 
then as a United States Representative (1965-1996) from the 15th District.  

 

Representative Kika de la Garza 

De la Garza served as chairman of the Agricultural Committee where he is still 
honored today for his excellent service with a scholarship named after him. The United 
States Department of Agriculture’s “E. Kika de la Garza Fellowship Program” offers 
faculty and staff an opportunity to work collaboratively with the USDA to gain insight 
and understanding of the federal government. But he was especially known for working 
well with other people, even people who belonged to a different political party than he 
did. At home he worked closely with his friends to help the people of South Texas. 

Working together, the Ramirez family, the Falcon family, the Saenz family and the de 
La Garza family improved the living and working conditions for people in their 
community. They gave people quality health care, quality education, quality businesses 
and quality jobs. The United States of America benefits from citizens who work to help 
all the citizens in their community have a better life. 

 

 

 

Photo sources: 

Dr. Ramirez: UT Health and Science Center. (2011, November 22). Dr. mario e. ramirez – biography of a doctor. 
Retrieved from http://library.uthscsa.edu/2011/11/ramirez-biography/ 

Representative de la Garza: U.S. Department of Agriculture. (Photographer). (1995). Kika de la garza [Print Photo]. 
Retrieved from http://www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/congress/delagarza.jpg 

http://library.uthscsa.edu/2011/11/ramirez-biography/
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Who When What – IMPACT! 

Who? 
When? 

(decade or 
century) 

What did they do for the 
community? 

IMPACT! 

Benjamin 
Franklin 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Clara 
Barton 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Ruby 
Bridges 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Helen 
Keller 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Juliette 
Gordon 
Low 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Louis 
Pasteur 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Harriett 
Tubman 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Jonas 
Salk 
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3
rd

 Grade Figures 

Person: Deed for the community 
Benjamin Banneker  
Daniel Boone  
Christopher Columbus  
Henry Ford  
Benjamin Franklin  
Hector P. Garcia  
Pierre-Charles L’Enfant  
James A. Lovell  
Maria Mitchell  
Juan de Oñate  
Jonas Salk  
Wallace Amos  
Mary Kay Ash  
Clara Barton  
Todd Beamer  
Ruby Bridges  
Tomie dePaola  
Carmen Lomas Garza  
Bill Gates  
Milton Hershey  
Helen Keller  
Juliette Gordon Low  
Bill Martin, Jr.  
Cyrus McCormick  
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Kadir Nelson  
Ellen Ochoa  
John “Danny” Olivas  
Louis Pasteur  
Harriet Tubman  
Sam Walton  
Phillis Wheatley  
Laura Ingalls Wilder  
 
Groups: Deed for the Community: 
First Responders  
Founding Fathers  
Four Chaplains  
Members of our 
Military 

 

Others in the community:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


