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Unit: 11

Lesson: 01

Suggested Duration: 6 days

Grade 02 Social Studies Unit 11 Exemplar Lesson 01: Community CelebrationsGrade 02 Social Studies Unit 11 Exemplar Lesson 01: Community Celebrations

This lesson is one approach to teaching the State Standards associated with this unit. Districts are encouraged to customize this lesson by supplementing

with district-approved resources, materials, and activities to best meet the needs of learners. The duration for this lesson is only a recommendation, and

districts may modify the time frame to meet students’ needs. To better understand how your district may be implementing CSCOPE lessons, please
contact your child’s teacher. (For your convenience, please find linked the TEA Commissioner’s List of State Board of Education Approved Instructional

Resources and Midcycle State Adopted Instructional Materials.)

Lesson Synopsis

In this lesson, students learn about community celebrations and their importance to a community’s cultural heritage. Students compare different
celebrations including place, time, purpose, history, food and drinks, activities, and other important ideas associated with culture.

TEKS

The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) listed below are the standards adopted by the State Board of Education, which are required by Texas

law. Any standard that has a strike-through (e.g. sample phrase) indicates that portion of the standard is taught in a previous or subsequent unit. The

TEKS are available on the Texas Education Agency website at http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=6148.

2.1 History. The student understands the historical significance of landmarks and celebrations in the community, state, and

nation. The student is expected to:

2.1A Explain the significance of various community, state, and national celebrations such as Veterans Day, Memorial Day,

Independence Day, and Thanksgiving.

2.16 Culture. The student understands ethnic and/or cultural celebrations. The student is expected to:

2.16A Identify the significance of various ethnic and/or cultural celebrations.

2.16B Compare ethnic and/or cultural celebrations.

Social Studies Skills TEKS

2.19 Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected to:

2.19B Create written and visual material such as stories, poems, maps, and graphic organizers to express ideas.

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Performance Indicators

Grade 02 Social Studies Unit 11 PI 01

Create a Venn diagram comparing a celebration in the local community with a celebration in another community. Write a summary statement to explain how they are alike and

how they are different.

Standard(s): 2.16B , 2.19B 

ELPS  ELPS.c.1C

Key Understandings

Communities celebrate what is important to them, and those celebrations often reflect cultural heritage.

—    Why do communities have celebrations or festivals?
—    How do celebrations or festivals reflect a community’s culture?

Vocabulary of Instruction

celebration                                     

compare 

festival

culture                                         

community                                  

 

Materials

picture or short video of a Texas cultural or ethnic celebration or festival (refer to Advanced Preparation)

chart paper or butcher paper

manila paper or construction paper

information on 4 selected celebration/festival around Texas

information on a local celebration/festival around Texas

sticky notes (3-5 per student)

Attachments
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All attachments associated with this lesson are referenced in the body of the lesson. Due to considerations for grading or student assessment,

attachments that are connected with Performance Indicators or serve as answer keys are available in the district site and are not accessible on the

public website.

Handout: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas

Resources

None identified.

Advance Preparation

1. Become familiar with content and procedures for the lesson.

2. Refer to the Instructional Focus Document for specific content to include in the lesson.

3. Select appropriate sections of the textbook and other classroom materials that support the learning for this lesson.

4. Preview available resources and websites according to district guidelines.

5. Prepare materials and handouts as needed.

6. Select a grade-appropriate picture or video of community celebration or festival from a poster, brochure, or website that is advertising the

celebration or festival. Refer to Resources and References for suggested celebrations and festivals. Prepare to display the picture.

7. Select 4-5 different cultural or ethnic celebrations and festivals around Texas. Locate information on the celebrations including where, when,

purpose, history, food and drinks, activities, and other information. When selecting different celebrations and festivals, be sure to choose ones that

are child-friendly. Choose one to model gathering information on Day 1 and prepare to set up stations for students to gather information on the

other selected celebrations and festivals in Days 2 and 3.

8. Select a local cultural or ethnic celebration or festival that occurs within or near the community in which the school is located. Gather information on

the celebration or festival including where, when, purpose, history, food and drinks, activities, and other information. Prepare to share this

information on Day 4 (or include it in the stations-refer to Step 7).

9. Create an Anchor Chart called “Celebrations and Festivals in Texas.” Create a graphic organizer to collect information about different celebrations
and festivals in Texas. Consider the following categories in the graphic organizer: name of celebration or festival, place, time, purpose, history, food

and drinks, activities, and other information.

Background Information

Many communities have annual celebrations and festivals that highlight their cultural heritage. These celebrations and festivals can include parades, carnivals, live music,

authentic food and drink, contests, and other activities found to be important to the cultural background of the community. Many people attend these gatherings to celebrate their

own cultural heritage or to learn about people who may have different cultural backgrounds. Some celebrations and festivals can be centered around a holiday that is important to

the community.

GETTING READY FOR INSTRUCTION

Teachers are encouraged to supplement and substitute resources, materials, and activities to meet the needs of learners. These lessons are one

approach to teaching the TEKS/Specificity as well as addressing the Performance Indicators associated with each unit. District personnel may create

original lessons using the Content Creator in the Tools Tab. All originally authored lessons can be saved in the “My CSCOPE” Tab within the “My
Content” area.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES

Instructional Procedures

ENGAGE – Let’s Celebrate!

Notes for Teacher

NOTE: 1 Day = 50 minutes

Suggested Day 1 – 20 minutes

1. Display or distribute a picture or show a video of one of the selected Texas cultural or

ethnic celebrations or festivals. Instruct students to look at the picture closely and

imagine that they were in the picture and can see, hear, smell, taste, and feel

everything that is happening in the picture.

2. Instruct students to turn to a partner and discuss what it would be like to be in the

picture experiencing the activities.

3. Distribute 3-5 sticky notes to each student and instruct them to write one descriptive

word or phrase about the picture or video on each sticky note.

4. Ask students to share their sticky notes with the class and discuss what it is like to be a

part of a celebration or festival. Ask students to share their own personal experiences

with attending celebrations and festivals.

Ask:

Why do communities have celebrations or festivals? (Possible answers could

include celebrating their culture, heritage, traditions, holidays, etc.)

Materials:

picture or short video of a Texas cultural or ethnic

celebration or festival (refer to Advanced

Preparation)

sticky notes (3-5 per student)

Purpose:

The purpose of this section of the lesson is for

students to understand what celebrations and

festivals are like.

TEKS: 2.1A; 2.16A

Instructional Notes:

Some students may not have a lot of background

knowledge of community celebrations, so answering

the Guiding Question on the first day may be difficult.

This question will be asked again in the Elaborate
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section of this lesson.

EXPLORE/EXPLAIN – Celebrations and Festivals Around Texas Suggested Day 1 (cont.) – 30 minutes

1. Select a celebration or festival using the Resources and References listed in the

Lesson Organizer or select another celebration of your choice.  Introduce the

celebration or festival by reading and displaying information about the celebration or

festival. If applicable, show grade-appropriate pictures or videos of the celebration or

festival.

2. Display the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas. (See Advance

Preparation.) Discuss and record the following information about the celebration or

festival: name of celebration or festival, place, time, purpose, history, food and drinks,

activities, and other important information.

3. Discuss the significance of the celebration or festival and how it reflects the cultural

heritage of the community.

4. Distribute the Handout: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas (1 per student).

Students record information or draw quick sketches on the chart as they discover

information.

 

Materials:

chart paper or butcher paper for the Anchor Chart

information on a selected celebration or festival in

Texas

Attachments:

Handout: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas (1

per student)

Purpose:

The purpose of this section of the lesson is for

students to identify the significance of various

community celebrations.

TEKS: 2.1A; 2.16A

EXPLORE/EXPLAIN – More Celebrations and Festivals Around Texas Suggested Days 2 - 50 minutes

Suggested Day 3 - 50 minutes

1. Display the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas. Review what was

learned about the celebration or festival in Day 1 Explore/Explain.

2. Set up 4 different learning stations around the room, each displaying information about

a different celebration or festival.  Refer to the Resources and References in the

Lesson Organizer, locally adopted textbooks, and other district-approved resources for

the Learning Station materials.

3. Divide students into small groups and assign them to a station.

4. Instruct students to read or view information about the selected celebrations and

festivals displayed at their Learning Station. Tell them to record notes or draw

illustrations on the Handout: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas (1 per student)

including the name of the celebration, where and when it takes place, the history, food

and drinks, activities, and any other important information.

5. Students rotate through all the stations learning about the different celebrations and

festivals around Texas during day 2 and day 3 of the lesson.

6. The teacher facilitates learning by rotating among groups, answering questions,

clarifying and verifying information, and ensuring students stay on task.

7. Once students have visited all the stations, bring the class together to record the

information they gathered on the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas.

8. Discuss the significance of the various celebrations and festivals and how they reflect

the cultural heritage of the community.

Materials:

information on 4 selected celebrations and festivals

around Texas

Purpose

The purpose of this section of the lesson is for

students to identify the significance of various

community celebrations.

TEKS: 2.1A; 2.16A

Instructional Notes:

If students are not able to work independently in

small groups to gather information or if there are not

enough resources about the various celebrations

and festivals, it could be done as a class. However,

allowing students to gather the information would

probably be more engaging.

If students will be navigating a website on a particular

celebration or festival, be sure to review all aspects

of the website to make sure all content is grade-

appropriate, including any advertisements.

EXPLORE/EXPLAIN – Our Local Celebration or Festival Suggested Day 4 – 50 minutes

1. Display the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas. Review what was

learned about the celebration or festival in Days 1-3.

Ask:

Does anyone know of a celebration or festival that occurs in or near our

local community? (Answers will vary depending on what community the students

reside in.)

2. Introduce a local celebration or festival by reading or displaying information about it. If

applicable, show grade-appropriate pictures or videos of the celebration or festival.

Ask if any students have attended the local celebration or festival.

3. Display the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas. Discuss and record the

following information about the local celebration or festival: name, place, time, purpose,

history, food and drinks, activities, and other important information.

4. Discuss the significance of the local celebration or festival and how it reflects the

cultural heritage of the local community.

Materials:

information on a local celebration or festival around

Texas

Purpose:

The purpose of this section of the lesson is for

students to identify the significance of various

community celebrations.

TEKS: 2.1A; 2.16A

ELABORATE – Comparing Celebrations and Festivals Suggested Day 5 – 50 min

1. On the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas, choose two of the Materials:
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celebrations from around Texas to model comparing with a Venn diagram. Do not

select the celebration in or near the community in which the students live because

students will be comparing that one during the Performance Indicator. Explain to

students that they are going to compare the two celebrations.

2. Display a large Venn diagram on chart paper or butcher paper. Explain and review

where to record similarities (in the middle) and where to record differences (in the

larger, outer parts of the circles).

3. Ask students to turn to a partner and discuss 1-2 things that are similar about the

selected celebrations and festivals. After the partner discussion, ask student to share

their ideas and record them on the Venn diagram.

4. Ask students to turn to a partner and discuss 1-2 things that are different about the

selected celebrations and festivals. After the partner discussion, ask student to share

their ideas and record them on the Venn diagram.

5. Model writing a summary statement explaining how they are alike and different.

6. Display and ask students to write a short response to the following questions:

Why do communities have celebrations or festivals? (Possible answers could

include celebrating their culture, heritage, traditions, holidays, etc.)

How do celebrations or festivals reflect a community’s culture? (Possible

answers could include they may be based on a community’s history and include
activities, events, and food and drinks that are important to them.)

chart paper or butcher paper

Purpose:

The purpose of this section of the lesson is for

students to understand the significance of community

celebrations.

TEKS: 2.16B; 2.19B

EVALUATE – Performance Indicator – Comparing Our Local Celebration to Others Suggested Day 6 – 50 min.

Grade 02 Social Studies Unit 11 PI 01

Create a Venn diagram comparing a celebration in the local community with a celebration in another

community. Write a summary statement to explain how they are alike and how they are different.

Standard(s): 2.16B , 2.19B 

ELPS  ELPS.c.1C

1. Display the Anchor Chart: Celebrations and Festivals in Texas and briefly review the

celebrations and festivals that were explored in this Lesson including the local

celebration or festival.

2. Distribute a piece of manila paper or construction paper to each student.

3. Tell students that they are going to compare the local celebration or festival with one of

the other celebrations using a Venn diagram. Instruct students to also write a summary

statement explaining how the two celebrations or festivals are alike and different.

Materials:

manila paper or construction paper (1 per student)

Purpose:

The purpose of this section of the lesson is for

students to compare a celebration in their community

to another celebration in a different community.

TEKS: 2.16B; 2.19B
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