
 
 
 
 

 
JOINT PRESS RELEASE 

 
Midland ISD, Greenwood ISD, Midland Christian School, Trinity School,  
Midland Classical, Richard Milburn Academy, Grace Lutheran School,  

Bynum School 
 

STUDENT SAFETY ISSUE INVOLVING MOBILE APP “OGLE.” 
 
Wednesday, March 30, 2016 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
This is a joint statement released by the school districts and schools listed above 
to bring to everyone’s attention the harmful nature of a new technology application 
called, “Ogle.” 
 
You may already be aware of this, but there is a cell phone app available called, 
“Ogle.” This app is causing issues with students nationwide and more recently in 
our community.  This social media application allows students at specific schools 
to post pictures and/or comments anonymously, and we are seeing the comments 
become increasingly offensive, and in one case rising to the level of criminal 
charges and a subsequent arrest. 
 
Some of the comments are typical teenage banter; however, some comments are 
becoming vulgar, and in a few cases students are beginning to make threats 
against specific students and/or the schools in general.   
 
Midland school leaders both public and private are taking these comments very 
seriously, and we highly recommend that parents immediately check their 
children’s cell phones for this app and also discuss with their children the dangers 
of their online social media activity.  
 
The message to Midland’s parents and caregivers is that you need to be aware of 
this problematic mobile application.  Ogle is 100% anonymous and is designed and 
marketed for students to post videos and/or pictures about themselves, other 
students and their school campuses. The application allows users to submit 
photos, make comments and post without censorship and in total anonymity. 
 
We believe that there is no practical use for this app and that it is largely being 
used to spread harmful, hurtful and negative messages. We do not believe it adds 
any value nor does it deliver any positive benefits for our students. The schools in 
our community are being affected by this application. The Ogle app, like many other 
social media applications, can become an avenue for cyber-bullying, harassment, 
violence and other issues. 
 



We urge parents to carefully monitor your student’s online presence and use of 
this app and any other social media. We respectfully ask that you strongly consider 
removing this app from your students’ phone. We continually review district-owned 
devices to ensure that such applications are not installed, and remain inaccessible 
on our networks. 
 
At this time in Midland, there are offensive, insulting and even threatening 
messages posted on the Ogle app. We are taking aggressive measures to identify 
the violators and any student found to be in violation of the law will be charged 
accordingly. Working in cooperation with the Midland Police Department, we will 
continue to research the validity and origination of threatening claims, we urge 
your support in the following: 
 

1. REPORT HARASSMENT. Report harassment to your school administrators. 
Administrators will follow up on any credible matters that are reported, 
involving student-to-student harassment. Include as much information as 
you can; if it’s related to Ogle (or another app or program), take screenshots 
of the offending material. The more information that you can provide, the 
better. 
 

2. REMOVE THE OGLE APP. We strongly encourage parents to remove the app 
from students’ phone and mobile devices. The best way to be unaffected by 
Ogle is to be disconnected from it. 
 

3. REPORT PROBLEMS TO THE COMPANY DIRECTLY. The app itself is 
supposed to have a "Report" function that allows users to report abusive 
activity; the company, in turn, can remove the offending user. We have no 
control over whether or not they’ll follow through.  
 

We also urge parents and caregivers to be watchful of other applications and follow 
the recommendations below – 

 Kik – can be used even when cell service is disabled. 
 Whisper, Ask.fm – anonymous confession and answer app 
 Snapchat, Vine – not necessarily anonymous 
 Voxer  
 Yik-yak  
 Whatsapp 
 Streetchat 

We appreciate your help in partnering with us to ensure a safe environment 
focused on student learning. 
 
 

 
*** end *** 

 


