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Dear Parents and Students,
As we move into the new state accountability system, STAAR /EOC (End-of-Course), we appreciate your patience. As stated in law from the last legislative session, the EOC test must make up 15% of all core subjects (English, math, science, social studies) for currently enrolled, first-time ninth graders. Because of this, the decision has been made to move away from semester exams in these courses. Instead, we will give a third six weeks test in its place, which will count as a major grade for the six weeks rather than the former cumulative semester exam, which counted 25% of the students’ semester grade. Since the state will not release EOC scores until June, credits cannot be awarded until that time. The district is still in the process of determining how we will calculate the STAAR’s 15% in a way that is most beneficial to students. As soon as a decision is made, students and parents will be notified and meetings scheduled to explain the calculation of course grades.
Since the STAAR test will only affect those courses in which an EOC test is attached, elective teachers will still operate under the current guidelines of a semester exam, which will count 25% of the students’ semester average. Elective courses will still earn credit in December, as in years past. 
 Please continue to stay involved in your student’s education. Changes are occurring rapidly, and we are informing you in as timely a manner as possible. Feel free to call or email me with questions or concerns. Your support of our students and of our school is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,

Bobby Stults
Principal, Lee Freshman High School
bstults@midlandisd.net
(432) 689-1250
   
