
Block 2:  Traditional Tales 

10/6-10/31 

4 Weeks (18 days) 

TEKS K.4A,B; K.6A,B,D; K.8B; Fig 19A,B,C,D,E,F 

 

 

Journeys Texts (Big Books) needed:                                       

The Lion and the Mouse-Unit 1                                     

The Elves and the Shoemaker-Unit 1 

The Hare and the Tortoise-Unit 2 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff-Unit 4 

(also available in Cscope book collection) 

 

Book collection texts needed (Cscope): 

The Little Red Hen (also available as 

Journeys Read Aloud book-Lesson 5   

The Three Little Pigs 

Strega Nona 

 

 

 

Block 2: Traditional Literature 

Lesson TEKS & Objective/Product Procedure 

1 

 

 

TEKS:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B,D 

 

Obj: We will understand the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

 

Product: I will discuss the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

Focus:  Understanding Characters  

 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Resources/Materials: 

 

2 

 

 

TEKS:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B,D 

 

Obj: We will understand the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

 

Product: I will discuss the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

Focus:  Understanding Characters  

 

Text:  Strega Nona 

 Grade level book collection (Cscope) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Resources/Materials: 

 

3 

 
TEKS:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B,D Focus:  Understanding Characters  

  

Week Time Frame Lessons Focus 

1 10/6-10/10 1-5 Genre Immersion  

2 10/13-10/17 6-10 Identifying the Big Idea (theme) 

3 10/20-10/27 11-15 Connecting to the Big Idea 

4 10/27-10/31 16-18 Identifying Recurring Phrases 



 

Obj: We will understand the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

 

Product: I will discuss the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

Text:  The Elves and the Shoemaker 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Resources/Materials: 

 

4 TEKS:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B,D 

 

Obj: We will understand the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

 

Product: I will discuss the reasons for 

characters’ actions. 

Focus:  Understanding Characters  

  

Text:  The Elves and the Shoemaker 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Resources/Materials 

5 TEKS:  K.4B, K.6A, K.8B, Fig 19A,B,C,D,E 

 

Obj: We will identify elements of Traditional 

Tales. 

 

Product: I will identify elements of 

Traditional Literature. 

Focus:  Characteristics of Traditional Tales  

 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse, The Elves and 

the Shoemaker, The Three Little Pigs, Strega 

Nona 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

6 TEKS:  K.4B, K.6A, K.8B, Fig 19A,B,C,D,E 

 

Obj: We will identify elements of Traditional 

Literature. 

 

Product: I will identify elements of 

Traditional Tales. 

Focus:  Characteristics of Traditional Tales  

 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse, The Elves and 

the Shoemaker, The Three Little Pigs, Strega 

Nona 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

7 TEKS:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Obj: We will discuss the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the big idea of a 

traditional tale with my partner. 

Focus:  Discussing the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales 

 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse; The Three Little 

Pigs 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book; grade level book 

collection (Cscope) 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Resources/Materials: 

 Big Idea Anchor Chart 

8 TEKS:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Obj: We will discuss the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the big idea of a 

traditional tale with my partner. 

Focus:  Discussing the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales 

 

Text:  The Elves and the Shoemaker 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Resources/Materials: 

 Big Idea Anchor Chart 



9 TEKS:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Obj: We will discuss the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the big idea of a 

traditional tale with my partner. 

Focus:  Discussing the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales 

 

Text:  Strega Nona 

 grade level book collection (Cscope) 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Resources/Materials: 

 Big Idea Anchor Chart 

10 TEKS:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Obj: We will discuss the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the big idea of a 

traditional tale with my partner. 

Focus:  Discussing the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales 

 

Text:  The Hare and the Tortoise 

 Journeys Unit 12 Big Book 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Resources/Materials: 

 Big Idea Anchor Chart 

11 TEKS:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Obj: We will discuss the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the big idea of a 

traditional tale with my partner. 

Focus:  Discussing the big idea (theme) of 

traditional tales-  Performance Indicator (Part 1) 

 

Text:  The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

 Journeys Unit 4 Big Book 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Resources/Materials: 

Big Idea Anchor Chart 

12 TEKS:  K.6B, K.8B, Fig 19F 

Obj: We will connect the big idea of a 

traditional tale to personal experience. 

 

Product: I will make a text-to-self connection 

to the big idea of a traditional tale. 

Focus:  Connecting to the big idea of traditional 

tales 

 

Text:  Strega Nona 

 grade level book collection (Cscope) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials:  Making Connections 

Anchor Chart 

13 TEKS:  K.6B, K.8B, Fig 19F 

Obj: We will connect the big idea of a 

traditional tale to personal experience. 

 

Product: I will make a text-to-self connection 

to the big idea of a traditional tale. 

Focus:  Connecting to the big idea of traditional 

tales 

 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book 

Approach:  Minilesson 

 Resources/Materials:  Making Connections 

Anchor Chart 

14 TEKS:  K.6B, K.8B, Fig 19F 

Obj: We will connect the big idea of a 

traditional tale to personal experience. 

 

Product: I will make a text-to-self connection 

to the big idea of a traditional tale. 

Focus:  Connecting to the big idea of traditional 

tales 

 

Text:  The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

 Journeys Unit 4 Big Book 

Approach:  Minilesson 

 Resources/Materials:  Making Connections 



Anchor Chart 

15 TEKS:  K.6B, K.8B, Fig 19F 

Obj: We will connect the big idea of a 

traditional tale to personal experience. 

 

Product: I will make a text-to-self connection 

to the big idea of a traditional tale. 

Focus:  Connecting to the big idea of traditional 

tales-Performance Indicator (Part 2) 

 

Text:  The Elves and the Shoemaker 

 Journeys Unit 1 Big Book 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials:  Making Connections 

Anchor Chart Center 

16 TEKS:   K.4A, K.4B, Fig 19A,D,E,F 

Obj: We will predict what the story will be 

about based on the cover and illustrations. 

 

Product: I will predict based on the cover 

and illustrations.  

Focus:  Predicting based on cover and 

illustrations. 

 

Text:  The Little Red Hen 

 grade level book collection (Cscope) or 

Journeys, Unit 1 Read Aloud 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

17 TEKS:   K.6D, Fig 19A,B,C 

Obj: We will identify storybook phrases in 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the phrases at the 

beginning and end of traditional tales  

 Focus:  Identify recurring phrases in traditional 

tales. 

 

Text:  The Little Red Hen; The Three Billy Goats 

Gruff; The Three Little Pigs; The Lion and the 

Mouse; The Elves and the Shoemaker; Strega 

Nona 

 Journeys, Unit 1,4 Big Book 

 grade level book collection (Cscope) 

Approach: Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

18 TEKS:   K.6D, Fig 19A,B,C 

Obj: We will identify storybook phrases in 

traditional tales. 

 

Product: I will discuss the phrases at the 

beginning and end of traditional tales  

Focus:  Identify recurring phrases in traditional 

tales. 

 

Text: The Three Billy Goats Gruff; The Lion and 

the Mouse; The Elves and the Shoemaker; The 

Hare and the Tortoise 

 Journeys, Unit 1,2,4 Big Book 

Approach: Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 
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Lesson 1 

 
Lesson Overview: K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B, D 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse (Journeys Unit 1 Big Book pg. 35-38) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Focus:  Understanding Characters 

 

Create (BEFORE THE LESSON): 

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text.   

o Pg.  35- The mouse told the lion that if the lion would let him go and not eat him, 

someday the mouse would help him.  Why did the lion laugh?  What does that tell us 

about the lion?  What does that tell us about the kind person (character) he is?   Turn 

and talk to your partner about what you know about the lion since he laughed at the 

mouse. 

o Pg. 36- All of the animals ran away, they were scared.  But the mouse didn’t run 

away?  Why do you think the mouse didn’t run away?  What does that tell us about the 

mouse? What kind of person (character) do you think the mouse is?   Turn and talk to 

your partner about what you know about the mouse since he stayed to help the lion.   

o Pg.38- What lesson did the lion learn?  Turn and talk to your partner about what the 

lion learned.   

 

 

Lesson: 

 

1. Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Sit next to partner (self-selected or 

assigned).  Display Big Book on easel or white board tray.  

 

2. Introduce the focus: 

We’ve been talking a little bit about the characters in stories.  Today I am going to read you a 

story called The Lion and the Mouse.  In this story the mouse promises to help the lion if he’ll 

let him go.  Good readers think about the characters as they read. Making connections to 

characters helps us understand the story.  As I read, we are going to stop and think about the 

characters and why they act like they do.   Read the fable aloud to students.   

 

3.  Reading the text: 

 

o Pg.  35- The mouse told the lion that if the lion would let him go and not eat him, 

someday the mouse would help him.  Why did the lion laugh?  He thought the mouse 

was too little to help a big lion; he didn’t think the mouse would be around to help 

him; he didn’t believe the mouse.  What does that tell us about the lion?  What does 

that tell us about the kind person (character) he is?   Turn and talk to your partner 

about what you know about the lion since he laughed at the mouse.  He thinks that the 

mouse is too little to help him; he thinks the mouse is not important because he’s 
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small.   

o Pg. 36- All of the animals ran away, they were scared.  But the mouse didn’t run 

away?  Why do you think the mouse didn’t run away?  He had promised to help the 

lion; he wanted to help him; he wasn’t scared of the lion because he had met him 

before. What does that tell us about the mouse? What kind of person (character) do 

you think the mouse is?   Turn and talk to your partner about what you know about the 

mouse since he stayed to help the lion.  He is trustworthy-he promised to help and he 

did; he is brave-even though he was probably scared of the lion he kept his promise. 

o Pg.38- What lesson did the lion learn?  Turn and talk to your partner about what the 

lion learned.  Even if you are small, you can still help; you’re never too little to help; 

little people can help big people. 

 

 

4.  Closing:   

Today we talked about the characters in the story of the Lion and the Mouse and why they did 

the things they did.  It’s important to think about the characters and why they do the things they 

do to understand the story.   
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Lesson 2 
Lesson Overview:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B, D 

Text:  Strega Nona (1
st
 grade level book collection, CSCOPE) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Focus:  Understanding Characters 

 

Create: (BEFORE THE LESSON)  

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text.  This book does not have page numbers, the pages are identified by the first line of 

text.  

o And this is what happened.  The author told us that everyone laughed at Big Anthony 

and Big Anthony said, “I’ll show them!” and “then they’ll be sorry!”  How is Big 

Anthony feeling? Why does he feel that way? Turn and talk to your partner about how 

he feels and why he feels that way.   

o As soon as Strega Nona was out of sight…-Strega Nona told Big Anthony “don’t 

touch the pasta pot.”  But as soon as she left he went inside and got it down.  Why is Big 

Anthony doing something that Strega Nona told him not to do?  Turn and talk to your 

partner about why Big Anthony is using the magic pasta pot. 

o He went outside and to the applause of the crowd…-Strega Nona makes Big Anthony 

eat all of the pasta that came out of the pot.  What lesson do you think Big Anthony 

learned?  Turn and talk to your partner about what Big Anthony learned. 

 

Lesson: 

 

1.   Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have students sit by partners (self-

selected or assigned).  

 

2.  Introduce the focus:   

Yesterday we read The Lion and the Mouse and we talked about the characters. It’s important 

when we read to think about the characters and why they act the way they do.  Today I’m going 

to read Strega Nona and we are going to think about the characters and what makes them act 

like they do.  

 

3.  Reading the text: 

o And this is what happened.  The author told us that everyone laughed at Big Anthony 

and Big Anthony said, “I’ll show them!” and “then they’ll be sorry!”  How is Big 

Anthony feeling? Why does he feel that way? Turn and talk to your partner about how 

he feels and why he feels that way.  Big Anthony is feeling angry because the people 

thought he was lying about the pasta pot.  When he says, “I’ll show them!” he is going 

to prove to them that what he says is right. 

o As soon as Strega Nona was out of sight…-Strega Nona told Big Anthony “don’t 

touch the pasta pot.”  But as soon as she left he went inside and got it down.  Why is Big 

Anthony doing something that Strega Nona told him not to do?  Turn and talk to your 
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partner about why Big Anthony is using the magic pasta pot. 

Big Anthony is going to show all of the people that he was telling the truth, even though 

Strega Nona warned him not to touch it.  He thinks he knows how to work it and 

everything will be fine.  

o He went outside and to the applause of the crowd…-Strega Nona makes Big Anthony 

eat all of the pasta that came out of the pot.  What lesson do you think Big Anthony 

learned?  Turn and talk to your partner about what Big Anthony learned.  When you 

mess around with things that you don’t understand, bad things can happen. Big Anthony 

learned to listen and follow directions when people warn him about something.   

 

4.  Closing:   

Characters act in certain ways; they may be angry or upset. They may want to show people that 

they are right no matter what happens.   We can think about why a character acts the way he 

does to help us understand the story better.   
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Lesson 3 
 

Lesson Overview:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B, D 

Text:  The Elves and the Shoemaker (Journeys, Unit 1 Big Book) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Focus:  Understanding Characters 

 

 

Create: (BEFORE THE LESSON)  

 

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text: 

o Pg. 33 – Why might the elves be helping the shoemaker?  Turn and talk to your partner 

about why they are helping.   

o Pg. 34 – Why did the shoemaker and his wife decide to make clothes and shoes for the 

elves?  Turn and talk to your partner about why the shoemaker and his wife are helping 

the elves.    

o Pg. 34 – What lesson did the shoemaker and his wife learn?   

 

 

Lesson: 

 

1.  Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have students sit by a partner (self-

selected or assigned). 

 

2. Introducing the focus:   

We have been reading stories and thinking about the characters and why they do certain things.  

Today we are going to read another story called the Elves and the Shoemaker.  We are going to 

think about the characters in this story and why they do what they do. 

 

3. Reading  the Text:   

o Pg. 33 – Why might the elves be helping the shoemaker?  Turn and talk to your partner 

about why they are helping.  The shoemaker is nice so the elves wanted to help; the 

shoemaker was poor so they wanted to help him earn money. 

o Pg. 34 – Why did the shoemaker and his wife decide to make clothes and shoes for the 

elves?  Turn and talk to your partner about why the shoemaker and his wife are helping 

the elves.   The elves had torn/tattered clothes and no shoes and the shoemaker and his 

wife felt sorry for them; the elves had helped the shoemaker and his wife, so they 

decided to help them. 

o Pg. 34 – What lesson did the shoemaker and his wife learn?  When someone does 

something to help you, you should do something nice for them (repay kindness with 
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kindness). 

4. Closing:   

Characters act in certain ways, they may be lazy or selfish, and they may be kind and hard-

working.  We can think about why the character acts that way to help us understand the story 

better.   
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Lesson 4 
 

Lesson Overview:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19B, D 

Text: The Three Little Pigs (grade level book collection, CSCOPE) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Focus:  Understanding Characters 

 

Create: (BEFORE THE LESSON)  

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text: 

This book does not have page numbers.  Stopping points will reference the first line of text on 

the page. 

o No sooner had the little pig settled into his pretty house than…– Let’s think about 

the first two little pigs.  The first one decided to build his house out of straw or hay even 

though the man he bought it from said, “that’s not a good idea.”  The second little pig 

decided to build his house out of sticks even though the man he bought them from said, 

“I’d think twice about that.”  Why did the first two pigs build their houses out of straw 

and sticks?  Turn and talk to your partner about why the first two pigs did that.   

o And he put on his most dazzling smile. – The wolf couldn’t blow the brick house 

down, so he thought of a way to make the pig come out of the house so he could eat him.  

What does this part of the story tell us about the wolf?  Turn and talk to your partner 

about what kind of character the wolf is.    

o Well, the wolf was so scared he ran all the way home.  The pig got up earlier than the 

wolf and went to pick turnips before he got there.  He threw an apple far away so that 

the wolf had to chase it and the pig climbed down from the tree and got away.  When he 

saw the wolf at the fair, he hopped into a butter churn and rolled down the hill and 

scared the wolf away.  What can we tell about the pig from these things?  Turn and talk 

to your partner about what you can tell about the pig.   

 

       Lesson:   

1.  Bring your students to your whole group reading area.  Have students sit by a partner (self-

selected or assigned). 

 

2.  Introduction:  

 We have talked about how important it is for good readers to think about the characters in the 

stories they read.  We think about how the character acts and why he acts that way to help us 

understand the story better.   

                  

3.  Reading the Text: 

o No sooner had the little pig settled into his pretty house than…– Let’s think about 

the first two little pigs.  The first one decided to build his house out of straw or hay even 
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though the man he bought it from said, “that’s not a good idea.”  The second little pig 

decided to build his house out of sticks even though the man he bought them from said, 

“I’d think twice about that.”  Why did the first two pigs build their houses out of straw 

and sticks?  Turn and talk to your partner about why the first two pigs did that.  It was 

easy to build out of straw and sticks and they didn’t want to work hard; they bought the 

first materials that came along because it was easier than looking for something 

stronger; they were lazy. 

o And he put on his most dazzling smile. – The wolf couldn’t blow the brick house 

down, so he thought of a way to make the pig come out of the house so he could eat him.  

What does this part of the story tell us about the wolf?  Turn and talk to your partner 

about what kind of character the wolf is.   Tricky; if he can’t get what he wants he tries 

something else; he’s lying, he doesn’t want to pick turnips, he wants to eat the pig 

o Well, the wolf was so scared he ran all the way home.  The pig got up earlier than the 

wolf and went to pick turnips before he got there.  He threw an apple far away so that 

the wolf had to chase it and the pig climbed down from the tree and got away.  When he 

saw the wolf at the fair, he hopped into a butter churn and rolled down the hill and 

scared the wolf away.  What can we tell about the pig from these things?  Turn and talk 

to your partner about what you can tell about the pig.  He’s smart; he can figure out 

how to solve a problem; he’s tricky. 

 

4.  Closing: 

Thinking about characters, what they do, and why they do them is one way that good readers can 

better understand the stories they read.  
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Lesson 5 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.4B, .6A, K.8B, Fig 19 A,B,C,D,E 

Text: Strega Nona, The Three Little Pigs, The Lion and the Mouse, The Elves and the 

Shoemaker 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Genre Characteristics 

 

 

Create:  (BEFORE THE LESSON) 

 Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Title the anchor and create 

the chart (as seen on right).  

The information in the 

columns will be filled in with 

your students. 

An example of the finished 

product is included after the 

lesson. 

We will create the anchor 

with pictures and a 

minimum of text so that 

students will truly be able to 

use it.  The pictures are 

following the example chart 

for your use.  You may feel 

free to select others if you 

desire.  
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Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.   

 

2.     Introduction:    

Remember when we talked about Fantasy and we talked about all of the characteristics of 

fantasy books?  We talked about how we read them for entertainment, but the things that 

happen couldn’t really happen in real life.  Refer to the Fantasy anchor chart. 

Today we are going to talk about the books that we have been reading this week.  Display The 

Lion and the Mouse, Strega Nona, The Elves and the Shoemaker, and The Three Little Pigs.  

These books are called Traditional Tales.  Traditional Tales are made up stories in which the 

characters can do unusual things and they often teach a lesson. Let’s think about these books 

and see what things we can notice about Traditional Tales.  

 

3.   Noticings & Book Examples:  * This concept is likely to still require significant 

modeling and guidance.  Students will be somewhat familiar with the process from 

their work with fantasy texts.  However, you may need to do some thinking aloud and 

restating of ideas.  

 

o Author’s Purpose:  We’ve talked before about the reasons why we read different 

kinds of books.  Why do we read books like these?  Are we reading to learn something 

new or to enjoy a story?  (to enjoy)  That’s right! When we watch a movie or read a 

book just for fun and enjoyment, we call that being entertained.   Authors write or tell 

traditional tales to entertain us.  But in Traditional Tales one of the characters usually 

learns a lesson.  The author is trying to teach the readers something about life.  Let’s 

add that to our genre chart (record in the “Noticings” column on anchor chart).   

 

Let’s pick one of our books to use as an example of Traditional Tales on our chart.   

How about the Lion and the Mouse?  Can the characters in The Lion and the Mouse 

do something unusual?  They can talk, the mouse rescued the Lion from the net…Yes, 

you’re right, real lions and real mice can’t do those things.  There’s something else 

that the author included in this story.  Did one of the characters learn a lesson?  Let’s 

look back at the end of the story. Re-read the last page of the story.  What was the 

lesson that the lion learned?  The smallest animal can help the greatest animal; you’re 

never too small to help a friend… (Record in the “Book Examples” column on anchor 

chart) 

 

o Characters:–Now we’re going to think about the characters in these stories and see if 

we can notice anything that is the same.  Let’s think about the main characters – The 

lion, the mouse, the three pigs, the wolf, the Shoemaker, the elves, Strega Nona, and 

Big Anthony.  Display the cover or a picture that shows the characters.  What do you 

notice about the characters?  Students will likely respond that the Shoemaker and his 

wife and Strega Nona and Big Anthony are real people but the others are animals.  

What about the elves?  Elves are not real, they are make-believe.  In Traditional Tales 

the characters may be animals or people and they can do things that they wouldn’t be 
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able to do in real life.  Sometimes the characters are magical or have special abilities.  

There is often a good character and a bad character.  In these two stories (Strega 

Nona and The Elves and the Shoemaker) there are characters who are magical; 

Strega Nona has her magic pasta pot and the Elves were able to get into the shoe shop 

even though it was locked to make the best shoes…In these two stories (Lion and the 

Mouse, and The Three Little Pigs) the characters are animals that talk and act like 

people.   When we read Traditional Tales, it’s important to think about how the 

characters can do unusual things, like animals that talk and act like people or 

characters that can do magic or have some special ability (record in the “Noticings” 

column on anchor chart). 

 

Let’s think about the characters in The Three Little Pigs.  There was… (three pigs, 

wolf).  Students may identify the pigs’ mother and the men from whom they bought 

the building materials.  Yes, those are also characters in the story, but it is mostly 

about the pigs and the wolf.  Notice that the pigs were good characters and the wolf 

was a bad character.  (Record in the “Book Examples” column on anchor chart) 

 

o Setting: - The setting is when and where the story takes place.  Let’s identify the 

setting in each of these stories…(Three Pigs-three houses; Elves and Shoemaker- 

Shoemaker’s workshop; Strega Nona-Calabria/Strega Nona’s house; The Lion and the 

Mouse-in the jungle/Africa etc…).  Often Traditional Tales take place “long, long 

ago” or in imaginary places like castles.  (record in the “Noticings” column on anchor 

chart) 

 

Let’s use Strega Nona as our book example.  Where did this story take place? Reread 

the first sentence of the text: In a town in Calabria, a long time ago….did you notice it 

said “a long time ago?”  Traditional Tales often start like that. Strega Nona took 

place in Calabria- most of the story took place at Strega Nona’s house.   (Record in 

the “Book Examples” column on anchor chart)  

                   

4. Closing:  Traditional Tales are a genre, or type of book, we will read this year.  It’s 

fun for us to read because it was written to entertain us and we usually learn a lesson 

about life.   
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Fiction:  Traditional Tales – A made up story  
where characters can do unusual things 

Noticings 

 

Author’s Purpose:  
to entertain      
to teach a lesson           

 
Characters:  
people or animals 
 

may be good or bad 
 

 

may do special or 
magical things 
 
 

Setting:    
Usually long ago and 
far away 

 
Plot:   
Usually a problem 
May include magic 
May teach a lesson 

 
 
 

 
Dialogue:   
Words characters say 

 
Storybook Language: 
Once upon a time… 
They lived happily ever after. 

Book Examples 
 

Author’s Purpose: 
An entertaining story about 
a lion that learns a lesson: you’re never too small 
to help.  

 
Characters:  

 
 
 

 
Setting: 
Strega Nona’s house 
 
 
Plot: 
Problem: The shoemaker and his 
wife don’t have money. 
Important Events: 

 Elves made beautiful shoes 

 They made clothes for the 
elves 

Ending: They lived happily ever 
after. 

 
Dialogue: 
“Not by the hair of my chinny, chin, 
chin.”  
“I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow 
your house in,” (Wolf) 
 
Storybook Language:   
Once upon a time… 
They lived happily ever after. 
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Lesson 6 
 

Lesson Overview:  K.4B, K.8B, Fig 19 A,B,C,D,E 

Text: Strega Nona, The Three Little Pigs, The Lion and the Mouse, The Elves and the 

Shoemaker 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Genre Characteristics 

Materials: Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This chart was partially 

completed in Lesson 5: 

Author’s purpose, 

Characters, setting.   We will 

complete the chart by 

noticing characteristics of 

Plot, Dialogue, and 

Storybook Language in 

Traditional Tales. 
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Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.   

 

2.     Introduction:    

 Review the definition of Traditional Tales with your students (Traditional Tales are made up 

stories where characters act in unusual ways and often, a character and the reader learn a 

lesson).  Explain that all Traditional Tales have certain characteristics. 

Yesterday we started creating an anchor chart about Traditional Tales; we are using the four 

books we have read together to think about what we notice:  Strega Nona, The Lion and the 

Mouse, The Three Little Pigs and The Elves and the Shoemaker (display the four texts).  Let’s 

think about some more things these four stories have in common… 

 

3.  Noticings & Book Examples:  * Remember that students will likely require a lot of 

modeling and guidance.  The teacher may need to do quite a lot of thinking aloud.   

 

o Plot:  The plot is what happens in the story.  It includes the problem the character or 

characters have, the important events that happen as characters try to solve the 

problem, and an ending.  In all of the stories we read, our main characters faced a 

problem.   

What was Big Anthony’s problem? (He couldn’t get the pasta pot to stop/he didn’t pay 

attention so he didn’t know that you had to blow kisses to the pasta pot).  What was 

The Lion’s problem? (He was stuck in a trap and couldn’t get out and no one would 

come help him).   What was Shoemaker’s problem?  (He didn’t have any money and 

only had enough leather to make one pair of shoes).  What was the three pigs’ 

problem?  (The big, bad wolf was blowing down their houses so he could eat them).  

In Traditional Tales the problem either couldn’t really happen in real life (like the 

magic pasta pot/wolves can’t really blow down houses etc…). The plot is what 

happens in the story as the character tries to solve a problem and in there is often 

magic.  In the end, the character often learns a lesson about life (record in the 

“Noticings” column on anchor chart).   

 

Let’s use The Elves and the Shoemaker for our book example.  The Shoemaker’s 

problem was… (He didn’t have any money; he only had enough leather to make one 

pair of shoes).  What happened in the story to solve his problem? (He went to bed and 

two elves came and made a beautiful pair of shoes.  He sold the shoes and bought 

more leather and the elves came again and made more shoes.)  What happened at the 

end of the story? (The shoemaker and his wife decided to help the elves because they 

had helped them.  They made clothes and shoes for the elves and they all lived happily 

ever after.) (Record in the “book examples” column of the anchor chart.) 

 

o Dialogue:  Dialogue is the words that characters say to each other.  It shows us what 

characters are like and how they feel about each other.  (record in the “Noticings” 

column on anchor chart) 
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Let’s think about what the wolf and the three pigs said…  When the wolf asked the 

pigs to let him in they said, “Not by the hair of my chinny chin chin.”  What can we 

tell about the pig based on what he said to the wolf?  (He was too smart to let the wolf 

trick him; he stood up to the wolf.)   When the pig wouldn’t let the wolf in, the wolf 

said, “I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house down!”  What can we tell about 

the wolf based on what he said?  (He really wanted the pig, he would do anything to 

get the pig, he wasn’t very patient-he couldn’t wait for the pig to come out of the 

house.)    (Record in the “book examples” column of the anchor chart) 

 

o Storybook language:  Traditional Tales often have special beginnings and endings that 

let us know that the story is a traditional tale.  The story often begins with “Once upon a 

time…” or “Long, long ago…” or “Once there was…” and ends with “They lived 

happily ever after.”  Let’s look at our books that we’ve read:   

Strega Nona begins with:  In a town in Calabria, a long time ago…  

               The Lion and the Mouse begins with:  One day… and ends with …remained friends 

               forever.  (Record in the “Noticings” column on anchor chart).   

 

Let’s use the Elves and the Shoemaker as our book example.  Let’s look at the beginning 

of the story, how does it start?  Once upon a time…  Let’s turn to the end and see how it 

ends.  The shoemaker and his wife lived happily ever after.  (Record in the “book 

examples” column of the anchor chart) 

 

4. Closing:  Traditional tales are one genre, or type of book.  They are entertaining to 

read because they are stories that couldn’t really happen and sometimes have magical 

characters or objects.  They sometimes teach us as lesson about life.   
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Lesson 7 
 

 

Lesson Overview:  K.6B, Fig19D 

Text: The Lion and the Mouse; The Three Little Pigs 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Big idea (theme) of a Fable/Folktale 

Materials:  Traditional Tales Anchor Chart; Big Idea (theme) Anchor Chart 

 

            Create (BEFORE THE LESSON): 

 Big Idea Anchor Chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson: 

1. Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have the big book displayed on an 

easel or the white board tray next to you. 

 

2.  Introduction:    

We have been reading traditional tales and we’ve talked about the things that all traditional 

tales have in common.  Refer to the Traditional Tales anchor chart.  There are some important 

things that set Traditional Tales apart.  One of them is that they often have characters or 

objects that are magic, they often have good characters and a bad character (or villain), they 

often teach us a lesson about life, and they use some special language at the beginning and the 

end like Once upon a time, happily ever after, and other phrases like these.  Today we are 

going to talk about the big idea of traditional tales.  

 

3. Revisiting the Text: 

The big idea of a story is what the story is all about.  When an author writes a story, he has a 

This chart will be completed 

with the students over the next 

few lessons.  Have the skeleton 

of the chart created in 

advance.  During this lesson 

you will only fill in information 

about the two texts in this 

lesson.   

A completed chart is provided 

at the end of the lesson.   
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message that he wants us to understand.  In traditional tales, the author is trying to teach us a 

lesson about life. 

Let’s look back at the Lion and the Mouse.  Reread the last page of the story.  What is the 

lesson that the author wants us to learn?  Even the very smallest animal (person) can help; 

you’re never too little to help; everyone can help.  How do you know that this is the lesson that 

the author wants us to learn?  It says so in the story- You did surprise me….I have learned that 

even the smallest animal can help the greatest animal.  Sometimes the author helps us out and 

puts his lesson right in the story so we can’t miss it! Usually when the author does that, he puts 

it at the end of the story.  Let’s add this to our Big Idea chart.  Which character learned a 

lesson?  The lion.  What was the lesson?  You are never too small to help.  Add the picture of 

the lion and the lesson or big idea to the anchor chart. 

But sometimes, the author doesn’t write the lesson in the story.  He wants us to figure it out for 

ourselves.  When that happens we have to think about what the characters do and say.  This 

gives us clues about the lesson the author wants us to learn.  We call this inferring. 

Let’s think about the Three Little Pigs. Reread the page when the first little pig meets the man 

selling straw.   The first little pig met a man selling straw and he decided to build his house out 

of straw.  What did the man say to the little pig?  (I don’t think that’s a good idea.)  But the 

little pig did it anyway.  Then the author tells us- It took no time at all.  Let’s think about that- 

the man didn’t think it was a good idea to build his house out of straw and it didn’t take any 

time at all to build. Do you think this was a very good house?  Turn and tell your partner why 

building a house out of straw was not a very good idea. It’s not a very strong/sturdy house; it 

might fall down; the wind could blow it down; the wolf blew it down. 

Ask students to share their thinking.  We know from the story that the very next thing that 

happened was that the wolf blew down the house and ate the little pig. 

Reread the page where the second little pig meets the man selling sticks.  The second little pig 

decided to build his house out of sticks.  The man said, “I’d think twice about that.” Why did 

the man say that?  Invite students to share their thoughts- sticks wouldn’t make a very strong 

house- same as above.  And what happened to this little pig?  The wolf blew down his house 

and ate the pig.  

Why do you think the first and second little pigs decided to build their houses out of straw and 

sticks even though the men told them it wasn’t a good idea?  Turn and talk to your partner 

about why the first two pigs used straw and sticks.  They were the first materials they saw and 

they didn’t want to look for something better; they though it would be easy; it wasn’t hard to 

build out of straw and sticks; they were too lazy to do something else. 

Now let’s think about the third little pig.  Reread the page where the third pig meets the man 

with bricks.  The man told the pig that the bricks would make a fine, sturdy house, so the third 

pig bought the bricks and build his house.  Do you think it took longer to build the house of 

bricks than the houses of straw and sticks?  When the wolf came along, what happened to the 

house of bricks?  It didn’t fall down.  Now, thinking about all of these clues from the author, 

what do you think is the lesson he wanted us to learn?  Turn and talk to your partner about the 

lesson the author wants us to learn.  Ask students to share their thinking about the lesson.  

Hard work pays off; don’t be lazy; take your time to do it right; don’t try to rush to finish a job. 

In this story, the author didn’t tell us the big idea or the lesson he wanted us to learn, but he 

gave us clues and we had to use those clues to figure out or infer the big idea of the story. 

Let’s add this big idea to our anchor chart.  Who learned the lesson?  The pigs.  What was the 

lesson?  Do your best, take your time to do it right.   Add this to the anchor chart. 
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4. Closing: 

Traditional tales usually have a lesson that the author wants us to learn.  We call that the big 

idea of the story.  Sometimes the author helps us out by writing the big idea in the story, but 

sometimes he just gives us clues and we have to figure out, or infer, the big idea ourselves.  
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Character Big Idea 
(Lesson the Character Learned) 

 
 
You are never too little to 
help. 
 

 

 
Do your best, take your time 
to do it right. 

 
 
When someone is nice to you, 
you should be nice to them. 

 
 
 

 
Follow the rules so bad things 
don’t happen. 
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Lesson 8 
 

 

Lesson Overview:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Text:  The Elves and the Shoemaker (Journeys, Unit 1 Big Book) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Big Idea (theme) of Fable/Folktale 

Materials:  Big Idea Anchor Chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have them sit next to a partner 

(assigned or self-selected).  Display big book on easel or white board tray next to you. 

 

2.  Introduction:    

Yesterday we began talking about the big idea of a traditional tale.  We know that in traditional 

tales a character, and the reader, usually learn a lesson about life-that lesson is the big idea, 

it’s the message the author wants us to get from reading the story. 

 

3.  Revisiting the text:  

Let’s think about the big idea of this story.  Remember that the big idea is the important 

message that the author wants us to learn by reading the story.  Yesterday we said that 

sometimes the author helps us out by writing the lesson in the story.  In the Lion and the 

Mouse, the lion said, “I learned that even the smallest animal can help the greatest animal.”  

Let’s reread a part of the story and see if the author did that in this story.  Reread the last page 

of the story.  Did the author tell us what the shoemaker and his wife learned? Did you hear any 

words that told you the lesson?  Give students time to think (the lesson, or big idea, of this 

story is not explicitly stated.)  Since the author didn’t tell us the lesson, we are going to have to 

use the clues he gave us and figure it out for ourselves.  Does anyone remember what we call it 

when we use clues in the text to figure out the author’s message? (Inferring)  Let’s look for 

some clues.  Turn and talk to your partner about some of the clues you noticed in the story.  

You partially completed this 

chart in the previous lesson.  

Continue by adding the text 

from this minilesson.    
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Reread last page one more time if needed.  Ask students to share their thinking. (Text clues:  

We must help these kind elves. I will make them clothes.  I will make them each a fine pair of 

shoes. They put the presents on the work bench.  The shoemaker and his wife lived happily 

ever after.)  The shoemaker and his wife were so thankful for the elves’ help, that they made 

them presents.  They had noticed that they didn’t have shoes and their clothes were ragged.  

Why did they make gifts for the elves?  Because the elves had helped them; because they were 

grateful that they wanted to do something nice for the elves.  The last sentence tells us that the 

shoemaker and his wife lived happily ever after.  What do you think that means?  Turn and talk 

to your partner about why they lived happily ever after.  Since the elves had helped them, the 

shoemakers business went well from then on.  The people that bought the beautiful shoes the 

elves had made probably told other people where they got the shoes so they had lots of 

business. 

The elves had helped the shoemaker and his wife so their life became better.  The shoemaker 

and his wife were so thankful that they gave the elves a gift of clothes and shoes.  What do you 

think the big idea or lesson of this story is?  Turn and talk to your partner. 

Ask students to share.  The big idea of the story is that you should return a kindness with a 

kindness; when someone does something for you, you should do something nice for them.   

Let’s add this story to our Big Idea Anchor chart.  Who learned a lesson in this story?  The 

Shoemaker and his wife.  What was the lesson?  When someone does something nice for you, 

you should do something nice for them.  Add to the chart. 

 

4.  Closing: 

Traditional tales usually teach us a lesson about life.  The author writes the story to entertain 

us, but also to teach a lesson.  The lesson is the big idea of the story. 
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Lesson 9 
 
 

Lesson Overview:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Text:  Strega Nona (grade level book collection-cscope) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Big Idea (theme) of Fable/Folktale 

Materials:  Big Idea Anchor Chart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have them sit next to a partner 

(assigned or self-selected).  Display big book on easel or white board tray next to you. 

 

2.  Introduction:    

We have been talking about the big idea of a traditional tale.  We know that in traditional tales 

a character, and the reader, usually learn a lesson about life-that lesson is the big idea, it’s the 

message the author wants us to get from reading the story. 

 

3.  Revisiting the text:  

Let’s think about the big idea of this story.  Remember that the big idea is the important 

message that the author wants us to learn by reading the story.  Remember that sometimes the 

author helps us out by writing the lesson in the story. But often the author does not tell us the 

big idea, he gives us clues and we have to use the clues to figure out the big idea.  Do you 

remember what we call that? (Inferring)  In Strega Nona, the author did not tell us the lesson 

he wants us to learn, we have to infer.  Let’s reread a part of the story and see what clues we 

can find about the lesson the author wants us to learn.  Reread the following parts of the story:  

Strega Nona tells Big Anthony not to touch the pasta pot- “The one thing you must never do is 

touch the pasta pot….I don’t let anyone touch it!” 

Big Anthony is mad at the townspeople-“Someday I will get the Pasta Pot and make it cook!  

The anchor chart will be 

completed in this lesson.   You 

will    
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And then they’ll be sorry.”” 

Big Anthony tried to make the pot stop-“But, alas, he did not blow the three kisses! 

“Pasta was pouring out of the pot all over the floor…and was coming out the door.” 

The townspeople tried to protect the town-“Get mattresses, tables….make a barricade.  But 

even that didn’t work.” 

Let’s think about all those clues.  When Big Anthony decided to show the townspeople that 

Strega Nona really did have a magic pasta pot, what happened?  He couldn’t make the pot stop 

and pasta almost covered the whole town. That’s right; he nearly destroyed the whole town!  

But if he had just followed Strega Nona’s directions and not touched the pot, none of that 

would have happened.  What do you think the big idea or lesson of this story is?  Turn and talk 

to your partner. 

Ask students to share.  The big idea of the story is that there are rules to keep us safe; we 

should follow rules/directions so that bad things don’t happen.   

Let’s add this story to our Big Idea Anchor chart.  Who learned a lesson in this story?  Big 

Anthony.  What was the lesson?  We should follow rules so that bad things don’t happen.  Add 

to the chart. 

 

4.  Closing: 

Traditional tales usually teach us a lesson about life.  The author writes the story to entertain 

us, but also to teach a lesson.  The lesson is the big idea of the story. 
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Lesson 10 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Text:  The Hare and the Tortoise (Journeys, Unit 2 Big Book) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Big Idea (theme) of Fable/Folktale 

Materials:  Big Idea Anchor Chart 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create: (BEFORE THE LESSON)  

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text: 

o Pg. 35– Why did Hare lay down to rest?  Turn and talk to your partner about why Hare 

would take a rest if he is in a race?   

o Pg. 36 – Tortoise walked and walked and didn’t stop.  Turn and talk to your partner 

about why you think Tortoise kept walking even though he was losing the race? 

o Pg. 38- Hare was the fastest but he didn’t win because he took a nap.  Tortoise was the 

slowest but he won the race anyway.  Turn and talk to your partner about the lesson of 

the story. 

 

Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have them sit next to a partner 

(assigned or self-selected).  Display big book on easel or white board tray next to you. 

 

2.  Introduction:    

We have been talking about the big idea of traditional tales.  We know that in traditional tales 

a character, and the reader, usually learn a lesson about life-that lesson is the big idea, it’s the 

message the author wants us to get from reading the story.  Today I’m going to read you a new 

story and we are going to think about the big idea. 
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3.  Reading the text:  

o Pg. 35– Why did Hare lay down to rest?  Turn and talk to your partner about why Hare 

would take a rest if he is in a race?  He thought that he was so fast he had time to spare 

and he could still win even if he took a rest. 

o Pg. 36 – Tortoise walked and walked and didn’t stop.  Turn and talk to your partner 

about why you think Tortoise kept walking even though he was losing the race?  He 

knew that if he kept on trying he would finish the race even if he didn’t win.  He didn’t 

want to give up. 

o Pg. 38- Hare was the fastest but he didn’t win because he took a nap.  Tortoise was the 

slowest but he won the race anyway.  Turn and talk to your partner about the lesson of 

the story.  Even when it seems like things won’t work out the way you want them to, 

you shouldn’t give up.  When you keep trying you will succeed.  Persistence/hard work 

pays off.   

I’m going to put you in a small group.  I want your group to talk about the lesson that Hare 

learned, that is the big idea of the story.  Then your group will work together to draw a picture 

of the big idea or lesson in the story.  Put students in small groups.  Have them draw a picture 

showing the big idea or lesson of the story.  The picture will most likely show the Tortoise 

winning the race.  Give students some time to talk and plan what they will draw, then give a 

few minutes to draw their picture.  Monitor to make sure that all students are participating in the 

process.  Call students back together and have each group share their picture and tell what the 

lesson or big idea of the story is.  (Students will be expected to do this independently 

tomorrow.) 

 

Closing: 

Traditional tales usually teach us a lesson about life.  The author writes the story to entertain 

us, but also to teach a lesson.  The lesson is the big idea of the story. 
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Lesson 11 
 

Lesson Overview:  K.6B, Fig 19D 

Text:  The Three Billy Goats Gruff (Journeys, Unit 4 Big Book) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud  

 Focus:  Big idea (theme) of Fable/Folktale-Performance Indicator (Part 1) 

 

Create: (BEFORE THE LESSON)  

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text:  You also have a copy of this story in your grade level book collection (cscope).  

You may use this book if you prefer.  If so, the stopping points would be pages 13, 16, and 

26.  This version of the book does not end with “…and they lived happily ever after”.  This 

phrase will be important in part 2 of the Performance Indicator, so if you use this version of 

the book you will need to add the phrase at the end of the story. 

o Pg. 31– The littlest Billy Goat Gruff told the Troll that he was so small that he wouldn’t 

even fill up his tummy, but if he’d wait, a bigger goat would come along.  Think about 

the Troll.  What can we tell about the Troll since he let the littlest goat go on across the 

bridge?  Turn and Talk to your partner about what kind of character the Troll is. 

o Pg. 33 – The middle Billy Goat Gruff was bigger and would surely fill up the Troll’s 

tummy, but he still let him go.  What can we tell about the Troll?   Turn and Talk to your 

partner about the Troll.  Describe what kind of character he is.   

o After the story is finished- Pg. 35- Look at the picture of the biggest Billy Goat.  He’s 

as big as the Troll!  Now look at the pictures of the littlest and middle Billy Goats.  What 

do you notice about them?  Turn and talk to your partner about what might have 

happened if the Troll had tried to eat one of them.   

 

 

Lesson: 

1.     Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have them sit next to a partner 

(assigned or self-selected). 

 

2.  Introduction:    

We’ve been talking about the big idea of a story.  What is the big idea of a story?  The message 

the author wants us to get from reading; the lesson of the story.   Sometimes the author tells us 

the big idea or the lesson by writing it in the story.  But sometimes we have to use clues in the 

story to figure it out.  Do you remember what we call using clues in the story to figure out the 

big idea? (Inferring) 

Today I am going to read you a book called The Three Billy Goats Gruff.   Display the book on 

an easel or hold the book so that all students can see it.  This is a new story, we haven’t read it 

before.  While I’m reading, I want you to be listening carefully for the lesson that the Troll 

learns or the big idea of the story. 
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3.  Reading the text:  

           Read the story aloud to the students. 

o Pg. 31– The littlest Billy Goat Gruff told the Troll that he was so small that he wouldn’t 

even fill up his tummy, but if he’d wait, a bigger goat would come along.  Think about 

the Troll.  What can we tell about the Troll since he let the littlest goat go on across the 

bridge?  Turn and Talk to your partner about what kind of character the Troll is.  The 

Troll is greedy; he is selfish; he wants the biggest meal he can possibly get.   

o Pg. 33 – The middle Billy Goat Gruff was bigger and would surely fill up the Troll’s 

tummy, but he still let him go.  What can we tell about the Troll?   Turn and Talk to your 

partner about the Troll.  Describe what kind of character he is.  He’s very greedy; he’s 

only worried about his dinner.  This goat is big enough for him to eat and be full.  

o Pg. 35- Look at the picture of the biggest Billy Goat.  He’s as big as the Troll!  Now 

look at the pictures of the littlest and middle Billy Goats.  What do you notice about 

them?  Turn and talk to your partner about what might have happened if the Troll had 

tried to eat one of them.  The littlest billy goat is very small.  He also doesn’t have any 

horns yet.  The Troll could have easily caught and eaten the littlest goat.  The middle 

goat has horns but he is smaller than the Troll.  He would have been harder to catch, but 

the Troll could have caught him and had a large meal.  Since he was so greedy, he ended 

up with nothing to eat and had to leave his home under the bridge. 

 

    

4.  Closing: 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff is a Traditional Tale, which means that the author probably 

wanted to teach us a lesson about life.  We learn the lesson by thinking about the lesson that a 

character learns in the story.  In this story, the Troll learned a lesson.  Think about the lesson 

that the Troll learned.  Give students a few minutes to think about the lesson about the story.  

I’m going to ask you to go to your seats and draw a picture and write a sentence telling the big 

idea of the story.  The Troll learned a lesson and that is the big idea of the story.  Give students 

a piece of paper and have them draw a picture reflecting the big idea of the story.  Those 

students that are able may also write a sentence telling the lesson or big idea.  Those that are 

not able may dictate their sentence to be transcribed on a sticky note and placed on the back of 

their paper.  Many students will “write” their own sentence which will probably not include 

conventional spelling.  You will need to have students read their writing to you and transcribe it 

on a sticky note so that you will be able to refer to it later.   
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                              Lesson 12 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.6B, K.8B, Fig 19F 

Text: Strega Nona (grade level book collection, cscope) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus: Connecting the big idea of a folktale to personal experience 

Material:  Making Connections anchor chart 

 

 

Lesson: 

1.  Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have them sit next to a partner 

(assigned or self-selected).   

 

2. Introduction:  

Today we are going to talk about making connections. We have made connections before.  

Refer to the Making Connections anchor chart.  Making connections means that as we read, we 

think about the story and how it reminds us of our own lives.  We make connections to help us 

understand the story better.  When we make connections, we can understand how the 

characters are feeling. 

 

3. Revisiting the Text:   

We’re going to revisit a book we’ve already read, Strega Nona.  You remember that Strega Nona 

hired Big Anthony to help her take care of her house and garden.  Let’s reread short part of the 

story.  Reread the 4
th

 page of the story…”Anthony”, said Strega Nona, “you must sweep the 

house and …” What important thing did Strega Nona tell Anthony?  Never touch the pasta pot.  

Why didn’t she want him to touch it?  It was valuable and she didn’t let anyone touch it.  Reread 

pg 6-7.  She sang, Bubble, bubble, pasta pot…But too bad for Big Anthony, because he didn’t 

see Strega Nona blow three kisses to the magic pasta pot. 

Big Anthony has not touched the pot.  But what is he thinking now? Now he knows that the pot is 

magic and he wants to try it out.   

We know what happened next don’t we?  Big Anthony invited all the townspeople to come to 

Strega Nona’s house and he used the magic pasta pot.  Show the pictures as you recap the story.  

What happened next?  Big Anthony couldn’t make the pasta pot stop and the whole town was 

covered with pasta.  This reminds me of a time when I told my boys not to play football in the 

house.  I said, “Don’t play in the house because you’ll break something, go outside.”  But I had 

to go to the store and I left them home and guess what they did?  That’s right, they played 

football in the house.  And when I got home they had broken the glass on top of my table.  I 

understand how Strega Nona felt when she came home and saw that Big Anthony hadn’t minded 

her because I felt the same way when I came home and saw my broken glass. 

Can you think of a time when your mom has told you not to do something but you did it anyway?  

Give students a few moments to think.  Turn and talk to your partner about your connection.  I 

want you to say, “My connection is…” when you share.  Listen in on students conversations and 
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redirect as needed.   Call on a few pairs to share.  At this point many students will make very 

shallow connections.  As students share ask each, how does that help you understand the story 

better.  Students may make connections such as “My mom has a pot.”  These kinds of 

connections do not advance our understanding of the story.  You will need to help them by 

asking questions and providing guidance such as:  So it sounds like you were feeling like Big 

Anthony.  Does that help you know what Big Anthony might be thinking?  

Why did I tell my boys not to play football in the house?  So things wouldn’t get broken.  Why 

did Strega Nona tell Big Anthony not to touch the pasta pot?  Because it was valuable; because 

she knew that he wouldn’t know how to use it correctly. 

Usually when we do something we’re not supposed to, we get punished.  How did Big Anthony 

get punished?  He had to eat all the pasta.  Do you think he will mind Strega Nona from now on? 

So what is the big idea of this story?  What lessons does Tomie de Paola, the author, want Big 

Anthony and us to learn?  We have to follow directions; there is usually a good reason when 

someone tells us not to do something; it could be dangerous to not mind etc… Did our 

connections help us understand the big idea of the story? 

 

4. Closing:   
Good readers think about the story and make connections to their own lives.  These 

connections help us understand how the characters are feeling so that we understand the big 

idea of the story better.  
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Lesson 13 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.6B, Fig 19F 

Text:  The Lion and the Mouse (Journeys, Unit 1Big Book) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Focus:  Connecting the big idea of Fable/Folktale with personal experience 

Materials:  Ways We Connect to Text Anchor Chart 

 

Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Have them sit next to a partner 

(assigned or self-selected).  Display big book on easel or white board tray next to you. 

 

2.  Introduction:    

We’ve been talking about making connections to the big idea or the lesson of a Traditional 

Tale.  We’re going to look back at a story we’ve already read, The Lion and the Mouse. We 

talked about the big idea or the lesson the author wants us to learn from reading the Lion and 

the Mouse.  Turn and talk to your partner about the lesson or big idea of this story. 

Call on a student to share.  That’s right; the big idea of this story is that everyone can help, 

even if you are small? 

Today we are going to think about making connections to this big idea from our own lives. 

 

3. Revisiting the text:  

Reread the 1
st
 page of the story.  The lion laughed at the mouse and said, “How could you help 

me?”  The mouse told the lion, “I may surprise you.”  What did the mouse mean when he said 

that, how could he surprise the lion?  Turn and talk to your partner about what the mouse 

meant when he said that he may surprise the lion.  Allow a few moments for students to talk, 

listen in on conversations and identify a couple of pairs that are on target so that they can share 

their thinking.  Since the students have already heard the text, many students will simply retell 

the ending of the book and will say that he would surprise the lion by chewing a hole in the net 

that traps the lion.  You will need to help guide their thinking to reflect the meaning behind the 

mouse’s words.  The mouse says, “I may surprise you,” before the lion is trapped and he means 

that even though he is small, there are still ways that he can help the lion. 

Yes, the mouse meant that even though he was very small, there still could be ways that he 

could help the mouse. 

I remember a time that my dad was helping me fix something at my house.  My son had pushed 

on the door and had broken it and my dad came over to fix it.  I didn’t know anything about 

how to fix that door, but I asked my dad, “How can I help?”  He asked me to hand him tools, 

hold things for him-stuff like that.  I was able to help him, even though I didn’t know anything 

about the job he was doing. 

Sometimes people think that kids can’t help do anything because they are little, but I see things 

all the time on Nickelodeon and Disney Channel about kids who have helped in lots of ways.  If 

someone told you that you were too little to help could you say, “I might surprise you?”  I want 

you to think for a minute about a time when you helped someone do something. Give students a 

few minutes to think.  Turn and tell you partner about a time you were able to help someone do 

something.  Give students a few moments to share their connections with their partners, listen 
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in on the conversations.  Ask a few students to share their connections.  As students share, ask 

them, “How does your experience connect to the big idea of the story- that you are never too 

small to help?”  Many students will be able to say, “I was not too little to help my dad, just like 

the mouse was not too little to help the lion.” 

 

4.  Closing: 

Good readers always think about the story they are reading or listening to.  Good readers 

make connections to their own lives and think about the big idea or the message that the author 

wants us to get from reading the story.  Today as good readers we connected experiences in 

our own lives to the big idea of The Lion and the Mouse.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   39  

                             Lesson 14 
 

Lesson Overview: K.6B, Fig 19F 

Text: The Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Focus: Connecting the big idea of Fable/Folktale to personal experience 

 

Lesson: 

1.  Bring students to your whole group reading area.   

 

2.  Introduction:    

We have been making connections to the big idea of Traditional Tales.  Today I am going to 

reread The Three Billy Goats Gruff.  We already talked about the big idea of this story.  Today 

I’m going to ask you to make a text-to-self connection to the big idea of the story.  

 

3. Revisiting the Text:  

 Reread text and review big idea.  When we read this story before, we talked about the big idea 

or the lesson that the Troll learned.  What lesson did he learn?  Invite students to share their 

thinking.  The big idea is that when you are greedy sometimes you don’t get anything; if you 

don’t take what you can get, sometimes you don’t get anything; don’t be greedy.  Now, I want 

you to think about a connection that you have to the big idea.  Can you think of a time when 

you were greedy or selfish?  When I go shopping, I always try to find what I want on sale.  

There have been lots of times when I have found something that I really want, but I didn’t want 

to pay that much; I wanted it to be cheaper.  So I waited until it went on sale, but when I went 

back, they didn’t have it anymore.  Maybe you tried to get the biggest piece of pizza or tried to 

get more than your fair share of something.  Have you ever tried to be sneaky to get more of 

something?  What happened? Give students a few minutes to think.  Turn and talk to a partner 

about your connection.  Start by saying, “My connection is…”  Give students a few moments 

to share their connections with a partner.  This part is extremely important.  Emergent readers 

and writers need to verbalize their ideas before trying to get the ideas on paper.  Now that you 

have shared your connection with a partner, I want you and your partner to draw a picture of 

one of the connections for me. Think about what you and your partner said and make sure that 

the picture you draw shows the connection that you have to the text.   Give each pair a piece of 

paper to draw a picture reflecting their connection to the big idea of the text.  It will be helpful 

for struggling students to tell their connection one more time before drawing.  Invite students to 

share their connections with the whole group.  

 

4.  Closing: 

Good readers make connections to their own lives and think about the big idea or the message 

that the author wants us to get from reading the story.  Making connections to a text helps us 

understand how the characters in the story are feeling.  It helps us understand the lesson that 

the author is trying to teach us.  
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Lesson 15 
 Lesson Overview: K.6B, Fig 19F 

Text: The Elves and the Shoemaker 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Focus: Connecting the big idea of Fable/Folktale to personal experience-Performance 

Indicator (Part 2) 

 

Lesson: 

5.  Bring students to your whole group reading area.   

 

6.  Introduction:    

We have been making connections to the big idea of Traditional Tales.  Today I am going to 

reread The Elves and the Shoemaker.  We already talked about the big idea of this story.  

Today I’m going to ask you to make a text-to-self connection to the big idea of the story.  

 

7. Revisiting the Text:  

 Reread text and review big idea.  When we read this story before, we talked about the big idea 

or the lesson that the shoemaker and his wife learned and we wrote it on our Big Idea Anchor 

Chart.  Refer to Chart.  What lesson did they learn?  Invite students to share their thinking.  

The big idea is when someone does something nice or to help us, we should do something nice 

for them or help them.   Now, I want you to think about a connection that you have to the big 

idea.  Can you think of a time when someone did something nice for you and you did something 

nice for them?  Let me give you an example.  My sister’s fence fell down in the wind so my 

family went to her house to help here fix it.  We worked all day on that fence.  That evening 

when it was time to eat, she ordered pizza for everyone.  She said that she wanted to thank us 

for helping her with her fence.  We did something to help her, so she did something nice for us.   

Think for a minute and see if you can find a connection to the story.   Give students a few 

minutes to think.  Turn and talk to a partner about your connection.  Start by saying, “My 

connection is…”  Give students a few moments to share their connections with a partner.  This 

part is extremely important.  Emergent readers and writers need to verbalize their ideas before 

trying to get the ideas on paper.  Now that you have shared your connection with a partner, I 

want you to draw a picture of your connection for me. Think about what you said to your 

partner and make sure that the picture you draw shows the connection that you have to the text.   

Give each student a piece of paper to draw a picture reflecting their connection to the big idea 

of the text.  It will be helpful for struggling students to tell their connection one more time 

before drawing.  You will need to go to these students individually and ask them to tell you 

their connection, then say, “What are you going to draw?”  Make sure that they are on track.  If 

their description of the picture differs from the connection tell them, “You said… so your 

picture needs to have…” 

As students finish their pictures you will need to record the connection in some way.  Some 

students will be able to “write” a sentence recording their connection. Now that you have 

finished your picture of your connection, I’d like you to write a sentence telling about your 

connection.   Ask them to “read” their story to you and record it on a sticky note or on the back 

of the page.  It is generally best practice to NOT write directly on the students work.  For 

students that are not able to “write” a sentence telling about their connection, ask them to tell 
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their story and you can write a dictated sentence.  In this case you can ask the students if they 

want you to write on the front of the picture or on a sticky note.  Below are some examples of 

emergent writing.  There is a very wide range of writing ability at this point in the year. 

 

        

  Mock writing-scribbling                    Letters/letter-like forms                  Invented spelling-  

                                                                                                               some sounds match words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.   Closing: 

Good readers think about the big idea of the story- the lesson the author wants us to 

understand from reading the story, and think about how the same thing has happened in our 

own lives.  Today we thought about the big idea of Strega Nona and made connections to our 

own experiences.   

 

 

When scoring Performance Indicators it is especially important to match the TEKS closely.  

This standard (K.6B) does not require students to write.  It is important that you get the 

connection on paper so that you will have a record of the student’s thinking.   
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Lesson 16 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.4A, K.4B, Fig 19A,D,E,F 

Text:  The Little Red Hen (grade level book collection, cscope/ also Journeys Read-aloud book 

Unit 1) 

Approach:  Interactive Read-Aloud 

Focus: Predicting Based on Cover/Illustrations 

Materials:  Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

 

Create (BEFORE THE LESSON: 

 Stopping Points – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text: 

o Cover-Let’s look at the cover of this book.  What do you think will happen in this story 

based on the picture on the front of the book?  Turn and talk to your partner about what 

you think will happen.  Start your sentence with “I predict…” 

o Pg. 13-Look at the pictures on this page, look at the animals.   What are they going to 

do?  Will they help her?  No.  How can you tell?  Turn and talk to your partner about 

how the pictures help you know that the animals are not going to help.   

o Pg. 26-27-What are the animals going to do next.  Turn and talk to your partner.  Tell 

your partner what you predict will happen next and how the pictures helped you make 

your prediction.   

 

 

Lesson: 

1.   Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Sit beside a partner (self-selected or 

assigned). 

 

2.   Introduction:    

Today I am going to read you a book called The Little Red Hen.  As we read today, we need to 

look carefully at the pictures and think about the story.  Good readers are always thinking 

about the story and thinking about what might happen next and the pictures can help you. 

When we think about what will happen next, we call that predicting.  Predicting means that you 

think about what’s happening in the story and you look at the pictures and they give you clues 

about what will happen next.  

 

3.  Reading the text:  

o Cover-Let’s look at the cover of this book.  The pictures on the cover can give you clues 

about what will happen in the book.  What do you notice on the cover?  The Little Red 

Hen is working to rake up leaves and the other animals are not helping.  What do you 

think will happen in this story based on the picture on the front of the book?  Turn and 

talk to your partner about what you think will happen.  Start your sentence with “I 

predict…”  Ask a few students to share, encourage them to use the stem, “I predict…”  

Students may be familiar with this story and may begin to retell the story at this point.  
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Focus students on the picture, how does this help you form a prediction.  “I predict that 

the Little Red Hen will do all the work and the others won’t help.  I think she will get 

mad. 

o Pg. 13-Look at the pictures on this page, look at the animals.   What are they going to 

do?  Will they help her?  No.  How can you tell?  Turn and talk to your partner about 

how the pictures help you know that the animals are not going to help.  The faces the 

animals are making show that they do not want to help. 

o Pg. 26-27-What are the animals going to do next.  Turn and talk to your partner.  Tell 

your partner what you predict will happen next and how the pictures helped you make 

your prediction.  They are going to ask for some of the bread that the Little Red Hen is 

baking.  I can see that they can smell the bread and they think it smells good. 

 

 

4. Closing: 

Today we looked at pictures and thought about the story to predict what might happen next.  

Sometimes we are right and sometimes we are not, but it’s important to think about the story as 

we read.  That’s a strategy or a tool that good readers use. 
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Lesson 17 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.6D; Fig 19A,B,C 

Text:  The Little Red Hen; The Three Billy Goats Gruff; The Three Little Pigs; The Lion 

and the Mouse; The Elves and the Shoemaker; Strega Nona 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Focus: Identifying Recurring Phrases 

Materials:  Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

 

 

Lesson: 

1.    Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Sit beside a partner (self-selected or 

assigned). 

 

2.   Introduction:    

Today we are going to look at the traditional tales that we have read again.  When we created 

our anchor chart, we talked a little bit about special storybook language that author’s use in 

traditional tales.   

 

3.  Revisiting the text:  

Can you think of a way that many traditional tales start? Students will likely say “Once upon a 

time…” since we have discussed this during the genre noticings.  That’s right; many traditional 

tales start with “Once upon a time…”  Let’s have a look at these books.  Show the first page of 

each of the following books and discuss the opening sentence:  The Elves and the Shoemaker; 

The Little Red Hen; The Three Little Pigs; The Three Billy Goats Gruff.   Let’s read the first 

sentence of each of these books and see how they start. Read each.  What do you notice? They 

all begin with “Once upon a time…”   That’s right.  Why do you think that authors of 

traditional tales say that at the beginning of the story?  Students will most likely say that it is 

because that’s how stories start.  Most traditional tales were stories that people have told for 

many, many years.  We don’t really know who first told the story so we really don’t know when 

the story happened.  Saying “Once upon a time…” is a way that authors let us know that the 

story took place a long time ago, but we really don’t know when or where.  Let’s look at a 

couple of other books that we’ve read before.  Read the beginning sentence of The Lion and the 

Mouse and Strega Nona.  These two books don’t start with “Once upon a time…”  They begin 

with “One day…” and “In a town in Calabria, a long time ago…”  Many traditional tales 

begin with phrases like:  One day…, Once…, Long, long ago…  All of these are ways of letting 

us know that the stories took place a long time ago and that it is a traditional tale so we should 

be thinking about the lesson that one of the characters is going to learn.  

 

4. Closing: 

Today we looked at the ways that authors begin traditional tales.  They often start with words 

like “Once upon a time…” because the author is letting us know the story took place long ago 

and that we are getting ready to read a traditional tale. 
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Lesson 18 

 
Lesson Overview:  K.6D Fig 19A,B,C, 

Text:  The Three Billy Goats Gruff; The Lion and the Mouse; The Elves and the 

Shoemaker; The Hare and the Tortoise 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Focus: Identifying Recurring Phrases 

Materials:  Traditional Tales Anchor Chart 

 

 

Lesson: 

1.     Bring students to your whole group reading area.  Sit beside a partner (self-selected or 

assigned). 

 

2.   Introduction:    

Yesterday we talked about special storybook language that author’s use at the beginning of 

traditional tales.  Today we are going to look at the end of the stories and see what kind of 

language that authors use at the end of the story. 

 

3.  Revisiting the text:  

Let’s think about the end of the stories.  How do traditional tales usually end?  Students will 

most likely say “They lived happily ever after.”   Read the ending sentence of:  The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff; The Elves and the Shoemaker.  These both end with “They lived happily ever 

after.”  Why do you think that authors end stories with “They lived happily ever after?”  Turn 

and talk to your partner about why stories end that way.  The author wants us to know that the 

character has solved their problem or learned the lesson; they are letting us know that 

everything worked out OK.  But sometimes authors end the stories differently.  Read the ending 

sentences of the The Lion and the Mouse (last 2 sentences) and The Hare and the Tortoise.  

What do you notice? They both end with the lesson of the story. Students may not be able to 

verbalize this.  You may need to think aloud to guide them to this discovery.  I know that in this 

story, the lion didn’t think that the mouse could help him and at the end he says, “I have 

learned that…”  And, I know that in the Hare and the Tortoise the Tortoise kept going, even 

though the Hare was way ahead of him and this story ends with, “The slow and steady 

Tortoise…”  I think it looks like the author put the lesson right at the end of the story.  Why do 

you think that they author puts the lesson at the end of the story. Turn and talk to your partner.  

The author puts the lesson at the end of the story because it’s important and he wants to make 

sure that we get it.   

 

4. Closing: 

Today we looked at the ways that authors end traditional tales.  They often end with words like 

“They lived happily ever after” because the author is letting us know that everything worked 

out OK for the character.  Sometimes they end with the big idea or the lesson of the story 

because it’s important and the author wants to make sure that we understand his message. 


