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Block 2: Literary Nonfiction 

10/27-11/7 

2 weeks (10 days) 

 

TEKS: 5.1A, 5.7, 5.7A, 5.9A, 5.14, Fig.19A-F 

Week Time Frame Lessons Focus 

1 10/27 - 10/31 1-5 5.7, 5.7A, Fig. 19A-C Literary Nonfiction Genre 

Immersion 

2 11/3 - 11/7 6-10 5.7A, 5.3/Fig. 19D, 5.7/Fig. 19D-E, 5.14 Making 

Inferences and Summarizing Literary Nonfiction; 

Bridging Literary Nonfiction 

 

 No Unit Assessment  

 
1 Flex Day may be used anywhere within this block. 
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Block 2: Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Objective & TEKS Procedure 

1 

 

 

TEKS: 5.7,  Fig. 19A-C 

Obj: We will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading. 

Product: I will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading a literary nonfiction text. 

Focus:  Literary Nonfiction Genre Immersion 

Text:  The Dog Newspaper (Journeys) 

Approach:  Interactive Read Aloud (IRA) 

Resources/Materials: 

 Sticky Notes 

2 

 

 

TEKS: 5.7,  Fig. 19A-C 

Obj: We will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading. 

Product: I will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading a literary nonfiction text. 

Focus:  Literary Nonfiction Genre Immersion 

Text:  We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb 

Martin (Journeys)  

Approach:  Interactive Read Aloud (IRA) 

Resources/Materials: 

 Sticky Notes 

3 

 

 

TEKS: 5.7,  Fig. 19A-C 

Obj: We will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading. 

Product: I will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading a literary nonfiction text. 

Focus:  Literary Nonfiction Genre Study  

Text:  The Dog Newspaper (Journeys), We 

Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin 

(Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Literary Nonfiction Genre Anchor Chart 

 Reading Notebook 

4 
TEKS:  5.7A 

Obj: We will identify the literary language 

and devices used in biographies and 

autobiographies, including how authors 

present major events in a person’s life. 

Product: I will identify the literary language 

and devices used in biographies and 

autobiographies, including how authors 

present major events in a person’s life. 

Focus:  Literary Language in Literary 

Nonfiction 

Text:  We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb 

Martin (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Literary Language Anchor Chart 

 Reading Notebook 

5 
TEKS:  5.7/Fig. 19D 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of literary nonfiction and 

provide evidence from the text to support 

their understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make 

inferences, and draw conclusions about the 

structure and elements of literary nonfiction 

and provide evidence from the text to 

support their understanding. 

Focus:  Inferring in Literary Nonfiction  

Text:  The Dog Newspaper (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Inferring in Literary Nonfiction 

 Reading Notebook 
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Lesson 1 
Literary Nonfiction Genre Immersion  

Lesson Overview: 5.7, Fig. 19A, Fig. 19B, Fig. 19C 

Text: The Dog Newspaper  (Journeys, Unit 4, Lesson 18, pg. 459) 

Approach: Interactive Read Aloud 

 

BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create Stopping Points for IRA – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text: 

 Stopping Points –  

o After reading the first page, ask: What is the author writing about? (how she began her writing 

career) 

o After reading the first four pages, ask: Do you think making your own newspaper would be harder 

today than it was for the author? Give examples from the selection to support your answer. 

o After the newspaper goes out of business, ask: Why do you think the author couldn’t sell her 

newspaper after the first two issues? Turn and Talk with a partner about your thinking. 

o At the end of the selection, ask: What lesson did the author learn from her experience?” (She 

learned that to be a successful writer, you have to write about things that are interesting to other 

people.) 

Interactive Read Aloud (IRA) The Dog Newspaper 

  

1. Introduce Text.  “We are beginning a new genre study of literary nonfiction, which includes 

biographies and autobiographies. Today, we are going to read an autobiography, which means the 

author wrote a book about her own life.  She begins the selection with a “flash back.” Sometimes in an 

autobiography, an author may interrupt the story to “flash back” and explain something that 

happened at an earlier time in the subject’s life. She began explaining how she started her newspaper, 

and then she flashed back to explain how B.J. (her dog) came into her life. Let’s read to find out what 

the author wants us to know about this time in her life.” 

 

2.  Read aloud the story to students. Stop periodically for very brief discussion of the text. Use the 

Stopping Points you created before the lesson.  

 Stopping Points – 

o After reading the introduction, ask: This selection is a biography. How is this different from a 

story? 

o After reading the first page, ask: – What is the author writing about? (how she began her writing 

career) Ask for a couple of volunteers to share their thinking. 

o After reading the first four pages, ask: Do you think making your own newspaper would be harder 

today than it was for the author? Give examples from the selection to support your answer. 

o After the newspaper goes out of business, ask: Why do you think the author couldn’t sell her 

newspaper after the first two issues? Turn and Talk with a partner about your thinking. 

o At the end of the selection, ask: What lesson did the author learn from her experience?” (She 

learned that to be a successful writer, you have to write about things that are interesting to other 

people.) 

 

3. In closing, you might say: “At the end of the week, we will be creating an Anchor Chart with 

Characteristics and Noticings of Literary Nonfiction.  We will be reading another literary nonfiction 

text together tomorrow.” 
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Reading Workshop: Review any Reading Workshop minilessons as needed. (Students engage in 

Reading Workshop. 

 

4. Independent Practice: Students will read James Forten (Journeys, Unit 3, Lesson 14, pg. 352). They 

will use this text later in the week to complete an independent practice.  

 

Reading Workshop Review 

 

Up to this point, you have taught lessons that have established routines and procedures for an effective 

Reading Workshop. You will want to review the expectations, as needed, for your students, so they have a 

clear direction of what to do when they are finished with the Independent Practice that follows your Whole 

Group teaching. Review and discuss the following bullet points with your students. 

 Select a “Just-Right” book that you are interested in and want to read. 

 Follow the Guidelines for Reading Workshop (refer to the anchor chart). 

 Track your thinking each day. Use sticky notes, if needed. 

 Complete a Reading Response by the end of the week. 

 Do your BEST reading and thinking every day. Happy Reading! 
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Lesson 2 
Literary Nonfiction Genre Immersion  

Lesson Overview: 5.7, Fig. 19A, Fig. 19B, Fig. 19C 

Text: We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin (Journeys, Unit 3, Lesson 15, pg. 378) 

Approach: Interactive Read Aloud 

 

 BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create Stopping Points for IRA – Record the following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in 

the text: 

o After reading the introduction, ask: How is a biography different from the autobiography we read 

yesterday? 

o After the boys in town taunt Joseph, ask: How would you feel about enlisting in the army if you 

were Joseph? Turn and talk with a partner about why you would feel that way. 

o After reading the section from Joseph’s diary about enlisting, ask: There are Joseph’s actual 

words from his diary. How does reading Joseph’s real words help you understand how he felt? 

o After reading the section about Joseph Plumb Martin, ask: What did Joseph learn from his 

experiences in the army? 

o After reading the section about Sybil Ludington, ask: Why was Sybil’s role in the American 

Revolution so important? Follow-up: Why do you think the author mentions George Washington at 

the end of this section? Turn and Talk with a partner about your thinking.  

2. Plan an appropriate introduction for the IRA. Choose an appropriate introduction to engage your 

students and get them thinking about the text. You might… 

o prompt students to anticipate a book by a favorite author 

o invite personal connections 

o provide important background knowledge 

o draw attention to the genre 

o prompt predictions based on the title 

o ask students to make connections to a previously read text 

o raise questions to spark curiosity  

 

Interactive Read Aloud (IRA) We Were There, Too! 

 

 1.  Introduce Text.  

 

2.  Read aloud the story to students. Stop periodically for very brief discussion of the text. Use the 

Stopping Points you created before the lesson.  

 Stopping Points – 

o After reading the introduction, ask: How is a biography different from the autobiography we read 

yesterday? 

o After the boys in town taunt Joseph, ask: How would you feel about enlisting in the army if you 

were Joseph? Turn and talk with a partner about why you would feel that way. 

o After reading the section from Joseph’s diary about enlisting, ask: There are Joseph’s actual 

words from his diary. How does reading Joseph’s real words help you understand how he felt? 

o After reading the section about Joseph Plumb Martin, ask: What did Joseph learn from his 

experiences in the army? 

o After reading the section about Sybil Ludington, ask: Why was Sybil’s role in the American 
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Revolution so important? Follow-up: Why do you think the author mentions George Washington at 

the end of this section? Turn and Talk with a partner about your thinking.  

3. In closing, you might say “Tomorrow, we will be creating an Anchor Chart with Characteristics and 

Noticings of Literary Nonfiction.” 

 

4. Independent Practice: Students will read We Were There, Too!: Sybil Ludington (Journeys, Unit 

3, Lesson 15, pg. 385). They will use this text later in the week for an independent practice. 

 

Reading Workshop: Review any Reading Workshop minilessons as needed. (Students engage in 

Reading Workshop. 

 

Reading Workshop Review 

 

Up to this point, you have taught lessons that have established routines and procedures for an effective 

Reading Workshop. You will want to review the expectations, as needed, for your students, so they have a 

clear direction of what to do when they are finished with the Independent Practice that follows your Whole 

Group teaching. Review and discuss the following bullet points with your students. 

 Select a “Just-Right” book that you are interested in and want to read. 

 Follow the Guidelines for Reading Workshop (refer to the anchor chart). 

 Track your thinking each day. Use sticky notes, if needed. 

 Complete a Reading Response by the end of the week. 

 Do your BEST reading and thinking every day. Happy Reading! 
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Lesson 3 
Literary Nonfiction Genre Study 

Lesson Overview: 5.7, Fig. 19A, Fig. 19B, Fig. 19C 

Text: The Dog Newspaper and We Were There, Too!  

Approach: Minilesson 

 BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Create the Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart leaving both columns completely blank. You will 

complete this with your students. 

 

Realistic Fiction Genre Study Minilesson 

1. Display the Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart and discuss the definition of Realistic 

Fiction with your students. 

2. Explain that all Literary Nonfiction stories have certain characteristics.  SAY: “We read two examples of 

literary nonfiction texts: The Dog Newspaper and We Were There, Too!.” Ask: “What did both of these 

selections have in common?”  

Facilitate discussion using the bullet points below. You may have to model YOUR thinking about the 

Genre Noticings.  

All of these selections… 

 are true stories of a real person’s life 

 the author wrote them to show why a person’s life is important  

 the real person the biography/autobiography is about is the subject; other characters are real people that 

influenced the subject’s life  

 the setting is a real time and place in which the subject lived 

 events are told in order as a story; they may span the subject’s entire life or just a specific time 

 most parts of a biography are facts;  author’s or other character’s opinions  

 biographies use third-person point of view; autobiographies use first-person point of view 

3. Complete the Genre Noticings column of the Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart. 

4. Distribute a copy of the Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart with the Noticings already 

filled in. 

.  

5. For each Noticing, cite a text example from one of the books read this week, and record it in the Book 

Examples column of the Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart. Students will do the same on 

their copy.  
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6. Paste the completed Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart in the Whole Group Section of 

their Reading Notebook. (A completed sample Literary Nonfiction Genre Study Anchor Chart is 

included at the end of the lesson.) 

 

7. Reading Workshop: “Today, during Reading Workshop, as you are reading, mark two places in your 

book where you might share some of what you were thinking about as you read. It might be that you 

notice something about the genre of the book you are reading. Use sticky notes to help you remember the 

place so we can share our thoughts when we gather for our group meeting. During our group meeting, we 

will turn and talk with our partner and share some of our thinking. Don’t forget to place the sticky notes 

in your Reading Notebook in the Reading Response section.” 

 

8. Group Meeting: Following the Reading Workshop time, invite students to turn and talk with their 

partner about the thinking they did while they were reading. 
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Literary Nonfiction – A biography is the true story of a real 

person’s life, written by another person. An autobiography is the true 

story of a person’s life, written by that person. 

Noticings 

Author’s Purpose:  to inform or explain; to 

show why this person’s life is important 

Characters: the real person the biography is 

about is the subject; a biography tells what 

the subject accomplished and why he/she is 

important; other characters in the 

biography are real people who influenced 

the life of the subject in some way 

Setting:  thinking about the time and place 

in which the subject lived will help readers 

understand more about the person 

Narrative Structure: events are told in 

order as a story; events may span the 

person’s entire life or may represent a 

specific time in the person’s life 

Point of View:  

-biography – 3rd person point of view 
-autobiography – 1st person point of view 
 
Theme: the author’s message to readers; 
theme can often be determined through 
what the subject of the 
biography/autobiography learns 
 
 
 
 

 

Book Examples 
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Literary Nonfiction – A biography is the true story of a real 

person’s life, written by another person. An autobiography is the true 

story of a person’s life, written by that person. 

Noticings 

Author’s Purpose:  to inform; to show why 

this person’s life is important 

Characters: the real person the biography is 

about is the subject; a biography tells what 

the subject accomplished and why he/she is 

important; other characters in the 

biography are real people who influenced 

the life of the subject in some way 

Setting:  thinking about the time and place 

in which the subject lived will help readers 

understand more about the person 

Narrative Structure: events are told in 

order as a story; events may span the 

person’s entire life or may represent a 

specific time in the person’s life 

Point of View:  

-biography – 3rd person point of view 
-autobiography – 1st person point of view 
 
Theme: the author’s message to readers; 
theme can often be determined through 
what the subject of the 
biography/autobiography learns 
 
Theme: The life of Joseph Plumb Martin supports 
the message that bravery is rewarded.  

 
 

 

Book Examples 

Author’s Purpose: (The Dog Newspaper) to tell the 
reader about a time in her life when she wrote and 
sold her first weekly publication, which began her 
writing career. 

Characters: (The Dog Newspaper) 

 Peg Kehret, the author and subject 

 B.J., her dog that influenced her writing 

Setting: (We Were There, Too!) Joseph Plumb 
Martin lived in Milford, Connecticut in 1775. During 
this time, the Revolutionary War was beginning, 
and soldiers were desperately needed. 

Narrative Structure: (We Were There, Too!) 
Joseph, a 14-year-old boy, wanted to enlist in the 
army when the Revolutionary War was beginning. 
Despite being a year too young and scared, he 
snuck away one evening and enlisted as a soldier. 
(problem/conflict) 

 He went through drills and training, but he was 
shocked by the horrific reality of battle when 
the time came. 

 After serving his country for a year, he was 
discharged and took to farming. He got bored 
after a year and decided to reenlist. 

 The author includes a short paragraph about 
the remainder of Joseph’s life; he died at the 
age of 90. 

Point of View (The Dog Newspaper): the author is 
the subject – 1st Person 

(We Were There, Too!): an author writes about 
Joseph Plump Martin’s life – 3rd Person
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Lesson 4 
 

Literary Language and Devices in Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Overview: 5.7A 

Text: We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin (Journeys, Unit 3, Lesson 15, pg. 378) 

Approach: Minilesson 

 

 BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create the Literary Language in Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart with the headings 

completed, but leaving columns blank. You will complete this with your students. 

 

Literary Language Minilesson 

1. Display Literary Language in Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart and discuss the 

definition of each component. 

2. Explain that authors use a certain type of language to help readers really understand what 

the subject of the biography or autobiography is like. We, as readers, have to infer, or read 

between the lines, what the author is really wanting to tell us. Without literary language, 

literary nonfiction can be very dry to read – very factual. Literary language allows the text to 

read more like a story, so readers are able to visualize what is happening during major events 

in the subject’s life. 
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3. Fill in the Anchor Chart with your students using the completed Anchor Chart included 

in the lesson as a guide. 

 

 
 

4. Independent Practice: Students will read We Were There, Too!: Sybil Ludington 

(Journeys, pg. 385) and begin to complete a Literary Language Inferring Chart in 

their Reading Notebook using the handout provided. 

 

5. Reading Workshop: Each day as students complete the independent practice, they 

SHOULD read their independent book, record thinking on sticky notes, paste them in 

their Reading Notebook in the Reading Response section, and continue to keep a 

Record of their Reading.
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Literary Language in Literary Nonfiction 

Title: We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin 

Author’s Language Inference 
“He hated to stay home while his friends 
marched off to glory, and the thought of a 
whole silver dollar made ‘the seeds of 
courage begin to sprout,’ but he needed more 
time to get used to the idea. Two months 
later, he was ready.” 
 
The author included this statement to show 
the reader that - 

 

“Well, thought I, I may as well go through 
with the business now as not. So I wrote my 
name fairly upon the indentures. And now I 
was a soldier, in name at least.” 
 
The author included this quotation to show 
the reader that- 

 

“They took a ferry across the East River to 
Brooklyn and marched toward a field, the 
shots growing louder and louder with each 
step until they boomed like thunder. ‘We 
now began to meet with wounded men, 
another sight I was unacquainted with, some 
with broken arms, some with broken heads. 
The sight of these a little daunted me, and 
made me think of home.” 
 
The author uses the language above to 
emphasize- 

 

“To have to lie, as I did almost every night on 
the cold and often wet ground without a 
blanket and with nothing but thin summer 
clothing was tedious…In the morning, the 
ground often was as white as snow with 
frost. Or perhaps it would rain all night like 
a flood.” 
 
The author included this quotation to show 
the reader that Joseph- 
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Literary Language in Literary Nonfiction 

Title: We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin 

Author’s Language Inference 
“He hated to stay home while his friends 
marched off to glory, and the thought of a 
whole silver dollar made ‘the seeds of 
courage begin to sprout,’ but he needed more 
time to get used to the idea. Two months 
later, he was ready.” 
 
The author included this statement to show 
the reader that - 

Joseph thinks of himself as a coward 
and doesn’t want to enlist. The glory of 
fighting with his friends and the 
money help him ultimately make the 
decision. These things must be 
important to him. 

“Well, thought I, I may as well go through 
with the business now as not. So I wrote my 
name fairly upon the indentures. And now I 
was a soldier, in name at least.” 
 
The author included this quotation to show 
the reader that- 

Joseph was still second-guessing his 
decision even after he snuck away to 
go enlist. He was still scared, but he 
knew he was officially a soldier 
because he had signed his name.  

“They took a ferry across the East River to 
Brooklyn and marched toward a field, the 
shots growing louder and louder with each 
step until they boomed like thunder. ‘We 
now began to meet with wounded men, 
another sight I was unacquainted with, some 
with broken arms, some with broken heads. 
The sight of these a little daunted me, and 
made me think of home.” 
 
The author uses the language above to 
emphasize- 

The sight of the battlefield was horrific 
for Joseph. He had never encountered 
something as terrible. There were 
wounded soldiers everywhere, and the 
whole scene shocked him. He felt a 
little homesick and regretful at this 
point in the war. 

“To have to lie, as I did almost every night on 
the cold and often wet ground without a 
blanket and with nothing but thin summer 
clothing was tedious…In the morning, the 
ground often was as white as snow with 
frost. Or perhaps it would rain all night like 
a flood.” 
 
The author included this quotation to show 
the reader that Joseph- 

Joseph had to endure extremely harsh 
conditions to survive. He didn’t have 
the clothing or equipment designed 
for cold, rainy weather. He had a 
strong will to live because he toughed 
it out so he could return home to his 
family. 
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Name:_______________________ 

Literary Language in Literary Nonfiction 

Title: We Were There, Too!: Sybil Ludington 

Author’s Language Inference 
“British soldiers had just torched the 
warehouse in Danbury, Connecticut. Food 
and guns belonging to the Continental Army 
were being destroyed. Soldiers were burning 
homes, too.” 
 

The author included these statements to show 
the reader that – 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“She wished she could fight. People kept 
saying she was doing her part for liberty at 
home, but she wanted to do more. Suddenly, 
with this emergency on a rainy night, she had 
a chance.” 
 
 

The author included this quotation to show 
the reader that- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“There were skinners and cowboys who stole 
cattle for the British, soldiers from both sides, 
and deserters trying to get back home under 
cover of darkness.” 
 
 

The author uses the language above to 
emphasize- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Sybil said the same thing to all: ‘The British 
are burning Danbury! Muster at Ludington’s!’ 
Once she knew they understood, she galloped 
off, refusing all offers of rest and 
refreshment.” 
 
 

The author included this quotation to show 
the reader that Sybil- 
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Lesson 5 
 

Inferring in Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Overview: 5.7/Fig. 19D 

Text: The Dog Newspaper  (Journeys, Unit 4, Lesson 18, pg. 459) 

Approach: Minilesson 

 

BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Create the Inference Anchor Chart with the definition and column headings completed. You will 

complete the rest with your students. 

See completed Inference Anchor Chart. 

 

Inferring Minilesson 

1. Display Inference Anchor Chart and discuss the definition of each inferring. 

 
 

2. “Sometimes you need to make an inference using text evidence and background knowledge. Today we 

are going to make inferences in Literary Nonfiction.” Read the Text Evidence in the first row. You 

might want to open your copy of the text to that page. 

 

3. Think aloud about how readers use text evidence and their schema to infer ideas about the text. 

“Even though we are not going to record our schema/background knowledge on this chart, we can still 

use it in making our inference.” Model composing the inference then record it on the Anchor Chart 

in the first row. 

 

4. “Sometimes we need to find text evidence to support an inference.” Read the inference from the 

second row. Think aloud about how readers use an inference to locate supporting text evidence. 

Model locating the text evidence, then record it on the Anchor Chart. 

 

5. Repeat the same process for the remaining row. (You could have students work in pairs or groups 

to make inferences for the remaining row and share their thinking with the class.) 
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7. Independent Practice: Students will use the Inferring Handout and the text James Forten 

(Journeys) to make an inference and locate text evidence to support an inference in their Reading 

Notebook. 

 

8. Reading Workshop: Each day as students complete the independent practice, they SHOULD read 

their independent book, record thinking on sticky notes, paste them in their Reading Notebook in the 

Reading Response section, and continue to keep a Record of their Reading.  
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Inferring in Literary Nonfiction 

The Dog Newspaper 

Text Evidence Inference 
The soldiers, who had seen far too much of death and 
destruction, carefully lifted that little brown dog from 
his littermates. One soldier tucked the puppy inside 
his jacket to keep him warm. The men fed him from 
their own food supplies, shared water from their 
canteens, and decided to keep him as the company 
mascot.  
 
Pg. 461 

The soldiers’ sacrifices to take care of B.J. show that 
they -  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pg. 463 

The reader can conclude that author of this 
autobiography was creative and ambitious when 
publishing her first edition of the Dog Newspaper.  
 
What text evidence supports the statement above? 

After delivering my papers, I eagerly waited for more 
compliments on my exciting journalism. None came. 
The next issue was even worse. 
 
Issue number three was a publishing disaster. Few 
people read it, and the only person who purchased 
issue number four was my grandpa. Less than one 
month after its launch, the Dog Newspaper went out 
of business. 
 
Pg. 464 
 

The failure of the Dog Newspaper made the author 
realize that - 

Think about the genre and use your Genre Noticings. 
The genre of the Dog Newspaper is:  
 
What is the author’s message? 
The author’s message is:  
 

The author wrote this selection to -  
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Inferring in Literary Nonfiction 

The Dog Newspaper: WITH ANSWERS 

Text Evidence Inference 
The soldiers, who had seen far too much of death and 
destruction, carefully lifted that little brown dog from 
his littermates. One soldier tucked the puppy inside 
his jacket to keep him warm. The men fed him from 
their own food supplies, shared water from their 
canteens, and decided to keep him as the company 
mascot.  
 
Pg. 461 

The soldiers’ sacrifices to take care of B.J. show that 
they – are truly committed to caring for B.J. and are 
willing to give up necessities to save his life. 

Even though my lead story require little research, this 
sixty cents was not easy money. All those interviews 
about the neighbor dogs took time. Also, I grew up 
before there were copy machines, so I couldn’t just go 
to the local copy center and run off twelve copies of 
the paper. Using a pencil, I wrote every word twelve 
times. Then I delivered my newspapers and collected 
my pay. 
 
Pg. 463 

The reader can conclude that author of this 
autobiography was creative and ambitious when 
publishing her first edition of the Dog Newspaper.  
 
What text evidence supports the statement above? 

After delivering my papers, I eagerly waited for more 
compliments on my exciting journalism. None came. 
The next issue was even worse. 
 
Issue number three was a publishing disaster. Few 
people read it, and the only person who purchased 
issue number four was my grandpa. Less than one 
month after its launch, the Dog Newspaper went out 
of business. 
 
Pg. 464 
 

The failure of the Dog Newspaper made the author 
realize that – if she wants people to read what she 
writes, he must write something that would be 
interesting and engaging for her audience. 

Think about the genre and use your Genre Noticings. 
The genre of the Dog Newspaper is:  
Literary nonfiction - autobiography 
 
 
What is the author’s message? 
The author’s message is: 
to teach readers about never giving up on your 
dream 

 

The author wrote this selection to -  
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Inferring in Literary Nonfiction 

James Forten 

Text Evidence Inference 
What text evidence supports the inference? The Fortens wanted James to have a good education, 

which they thought was the best way for him to have 
a meaningful life in the colonies. 

 
Decatur finally made the decision to surrender. 
 
Pg. 358 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The decision to surrender was a good decision 
because -  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Washington had a part in James’s success 
later in life because of his protesting British actions. 

Think about the genre and use your Genre Noticings. 
The genre of the Dog Newspaper is:  
 
 
What is the author’s message? 
The author’s message is: 
 

The author wrote this selection to -  
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Block 2: Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson TEKS & Objective/Product Procedure 

6 

 

 

TEKS:  5.7/Fig. 19E 

Obj: We will summarize and paraphrase 

texts in ways that maintain meaning and 

logical order within a text and across texts. 

Product: I will summarize and paraphrase 

texts in ways that maintain meaning and 

logical order within a text and across texts. 

Focus:  Summarizing Literary Nonfiction  

Text:  We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb 

Martin (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Summarizing Literary Nonfiction Anchor 

Chart 

 

7 

 

 

TEKS:  5.14/Fig. 19D 

Obj: We will use comprehension skills to 

analyze how graphics and images work 

together to impact meaning. 

Product: I will use comprehension skills to 

analyze how graphics and images work 

together to impact meaning. 

Focus:  Media in Literary Nonfiction  

Text:  We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb 

Martin (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Media Literacy Anchor Chart 

8 

 

TEKS:  5.3/Fig. 19D 

Obj: We will analyze, make inferences and 

draw conclusions about theme and genre in 

different cultural, historical, and 

contemporary contexts and provide evidence 

from the text to support their understanding. 

Product: I will analyze, make inferences and 

draw conclusions about theme and genre in 

different cultural, historical, and 

contemporary contexts and provide evidence 

from the text to support their understanding. 

Focus:  Theme in Literary Nonfiction 

Text:  The Dog Newspaper (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Theme in Literary Nonfiction Anchor 

Chart 

9 
TEKS:  5.7 – Literary Nonfiction 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of literary nonfiction and 

provide evidence from text to support our 

understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of literary nonfiction and 

provide evidence from text to support our 

understanding. 

Focus:  Bridging to the Testing Genre  

Text:  We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb 

Martin (Journeys), The Dog Newspaper 

(Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Bridging Stems Handout 

 Sentence Strips or Colored Paper  

10 FLEX DAY FLEX DAY 
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Lesson 5 
 

Summarizing Main Events in Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Overview: 5.7/Fig. 19E 

Text: We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin (Journeys, Unit 3, Lesson 15, pg. 378)  

Approach: Minilesson 

 

BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create the Summarizing Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart with the Summary section left blank. 

 

Summarizing Literary Nonfiction Minilesson 

1. Display Summarizing Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart and discuss the elements of a good 

summary. Emphasize that the most important parts of a literary nonfiction summary are the major events 

that make Joseph Plumb Martin memorable. 

 paraphrase – to express the meaning of something written in different words, especially to clarify the 

message 

2. Have students Turn and Talk with a partner or group about the major memorable events in Joseph’s life.  

Have students share their thinking with the rest of the class. Create a list of the important events your 

students have shared, either on chart paper, whiteboard, or on the SmartBoard.  

 If your students share events that are unimportant or that are not major events, talk through WHY the 

event should not be included in a summary. 

 

3. Paraphrase each major event you recorded. Craft the summary with your students on the Summarizing 

Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart using the paraphrased events. Good summaries often combine 

paraphrased events in a concise way. *A complete sample Anchor Chart is included.* 
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4. Independent Practice: Students will write a summary in partners or groups using same process for 

paraphrasing major events in their Reading Notebook using Sybil Ludington (Journeys). 

 

5. Reading Workshop: Each day as students complete the independent practice, they SHOULD read 

their independent book, record thinking on sticky notes, paste them in their Reading Notebook in the 

Reading Response section, and continue to keep a Record of their Reading.  
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Major Events in Joseph Plumb Martin’s Life 

 

 

 Joseph lived with his grandparents and worked on their farm during the time 

the Revolutionary War began. Joseph was too young to enlist as a Continental 

soldier, but the glory of fighting with all his friends and the monetary reward 

eventually motivated him to enlist.  

 

 His grandparents were unhappy with his decision, but packed his things and 

sent him off to training for a month. While he was in training, the British 

arrived and battle began. 

 

 Joseph survived a harsh winter, all the while documenting everything in his 

diary, which became an amazing artifact of the time period. He was 

discharged on Christmas Day in 1776, returned home to farm, got bored, and 

eventually reenlisted until the war ended six years later. 

 

 Joseph’s diary was eventually published when he was 70 years old, and he 

lived until he was 90 years old.
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Summarizing Literary Nonfiction 

 

A summary is the retelling in your own words, or paraphrasing, of the 

most important parts. 

 

The most important parts in literary nonfiction are the major events in 

the person’s life that made them memorable.  

Ask yourself: 

What about this person makes them worthy of having their life 

story told? 

 

Summary:
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Summarizing Literary Nonfiction 

 

A summary is the retelling in your own words, or paraphrasing, of the 

most important parts. 

 

The most important parts in literary nonfiction are the major events in 

the person’s life that made them memorable.  

Ask yourself: 

What about this person makes them worthy of having their life 

story told? 

 

Summary:

 

 

After enlisting as a soldier in the Revolutionary War, Joseph 

Plumb Martin began training for battle in the Continental 

Army. After the British attacked, Joseph was engaged in 

horrific battles. He was forced to survive a harsh winter but 

was discharged on Christmas Day in 1776. He kept a 

remarkable diary that documented his experiences. 
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Lesson 6 
 

Media in Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Overview: 5.14/Fig. 19D  

Text: We Were There, Too!: Joseph Plumb Martin (Journeys, Unit 3, Lesson 15, pg. 378) 

Approach: Minilesson 

 

 BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create the Media Literacy Anchor Chart with the definitions and the first 3 columns completed, but 

leaving the last column blank. You will complete this with your students. 

 

Media in Literary Nonfiction Minilesson 

1. Display Media Literacy Anchor Chart and discuss the definition of media. 

2. Explain that authors include different types of media in biographies and autobiographies to help readers 

understand what they’re reading. Sometimes biographies and autobiographies are hard for readers to 

understand because we might not have any background knowledge on the time period or the subject of the 

text. Authors include different types of media to give readers extra information and visuals to help us learn 

more about the setting and subject of biographies and autobiographies. 

 

2. Have students turn to each page with the example of media in their student books. “I noticed the 

author chose to include a picture of a statue of Joseph on the very first page of the biography.” Read 

the italicized introductory paragraph of the biography. “This paragraph is giving me a short 

description of Joseph and tells me why the author is writing a biography about him…because he wrote 

one of the best diaries during the Revolutionary War! So, I’m thinking the statue is included to help me 

visualize what he looked like and help me understand the setting of this story. I know he was a soldier, 

so this might be his uniform. Why wouldn’t the author just include a photograph of him instead?”  

 

3. Talk through the first “Purpose” of the photograph on page 378 and record it on the Anchor 

Chart using the COMPLETED sample Anchor Chart included in the handouts. 
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4. Continue this process for the remaining examples of media. You might have students turn and talk to a 

partner about the last 2 to help you record the purpose for those examples of media. 

 

5. Independent Practice: Students will use Sybil Ludington (Journeys) and complete the Media 

Literacy Chart in their Reading Notebook using the handout provided. 

 

6. Reading Workshop: Each day as students complete the independent practice, they SHOULD read 

their independent book, record thinking on sticky notes, paste them in their Reading Notebook in the 

Reading Response section, and continue to keep a Record of their Reading.  
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Media in Literary Nonfiction Joseph Plumb Martin 

Media = text and graphic features the author includes to help the reader  

understand when reading the biography/autobiography 

Type of Media Page # What is it? Purpose for the Reader 
Photograph 378 Statue of Joseph Plumb 

Martin 
 
 
 
 

Text box and 
Photograph 

379 An explanation of “regulars” 
that give extra information 
about the Continental 
soldiers, and a picture of the 
money they were paid. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 380 Picture of a quill pen and ink  
 
 
 
 
 

Illustration 
and caption 

381 Illustration of a bunch of 
men in front of a recruiting 
office 
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Media in Literary Nonfiction *WITH ANSWERS*  Joseph Plumb Martin 

Media = text and graphic features the author includes to help the reader  

understand when reading the biography/autobiography 

Type of Media Page # What is it? Purpose for the Reader 
Photograph 378 Statue of Joseph Plumb 

Martin 
The picture of the statue gives the reader a 
visual representation of what Joseph looked 
like because the italicized paragraph tells us 
a little bit about who he is. 

Text box and 
Photograph 

379 An explanation of “regulars” 
that give extra information 
about the Continental 
soldiers, and a picture of the 
money they were paid. 

The box helps readers understand some 
words the author uses in the biography and 
gives us some background knowledge to 
help us understand Joseph’s situation. The 
picture of the coins shows us what the coins 
Joseph wanted so badly looked like. 

Photograph 380 Picture of a quill pen and ink The author quotes Joseph’s diary and the 
quill pen and ink shows us as readers what 
his writing tools looked like. It helps us 
visualize him actually recording his 
thoughts with the quill in a diary. 

Illustration 
and caption 

381 Illustration of a bunch of 
men in front of a recruiting 
office 

The author includes the illustration to help 
the reader visualize the people of the time 
period, and the caption explains what is 
happening in the illustration. A young man 
is actually enlisting, just like Joseph did. 
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Name:______________________ 

Media in Literary Nonfiction  Sybil Ludington 

Media = text and graphic features the author includes to help the reader  

understand when reading the biography/autobiography 

Type of Media Page # What is it? Purpose for the Reader 
Text Box 385 Background knowledge on 

Sybil’s ride 
 
 
 
 

Photograph 386 A photograph of a butter 
churn 

 
 
 
 

Map and 
caption 

386 Map of Sybil’s route  
 
 
 
 

Photograph 
and caption 

387 A picture of a statue  
 
 
 
 

Photograph 
and caption 

388 A picture of a stamp   
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Lesson 7 
 

Theme in Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Overview: 5.3/Fig. 19D  

Text: The Dog Newspaper  (Journeys, Unit 4, Lesson 18, pg. 459) 

Approach: Minilesson 

 

  (BEFORE THE LESSON)  

1. Refer back to the Common Themes Anchor Chart from Block 1, lesson 23 (the picture of this chart is 

included). 

2. Create the Understanding Theme Anchor Chart for Literary Nonfiction with the definitions and 

headings completed, but leaving the table blank. 

 

Theme Minilesson 

1. Display Common Themes Anchor Chart and discuss it with your students.  

 Theme is an abstract concept for students. This anchor chart explains many common themes that appear in 

literature. Students need to be able to connect texts they read to the ideas on the chart in order to infer a 

specific them. 

 
2. Display Understanding Theme Anchor Chart and discuss it with your students.  

 Distribute a copy of the Understanding Theme Anchor Chart. 

 
3. Complete the first two rows of the chart with you students using the Understanding Themes Anchor 

Chart and the text. Model your thinking as you complete each section. 
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4. For the last two rows leave the Lesson Learned, Personal Connection, and Theme columns blank.  

 

5. Independent Practice: Students will complete the chart and explain the Themes of Sybil Ludington 

(Journeys) and James Forten (Journeys) on the Understanding Theme Chart using their Reading 

Notebook. 

 

 

6. Reading Workshop: Students engage in Reading Workshop when they complete the Independent 

Practice. 
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Understanding THEME 
***WITH ANSWERS*** 

Theme = the implied message, moral, or lesson in the 

story. 

- The author uses the real person’s experiences to teach the reader 

something about life. 

Text Lesson Person 
Learned 

Personal 
Connection 

THEME 

 
“Joseph Plumb 
Martin” from 
We Were 
There, Too! 
 

Joseph learned that 
courage doesn’t come 
easily, but he enlisted to 
be a soldier anyway. He 
also never went to 
school but wrote an 
extraordinary diary 
during the war. 

“I have been scared to do 
things before, like 
jumping off of the high 
dive board at the pool. 
After I climbed the ladder 
and was at the top, I 
realized there was no 
going back. I had to 
jump, just like Joseph had 
to follow through with 
being a soldier! 

7. Courage, Never 
Give Up 

When facing our fears 
we overcome many 
obstacles and challenges, 
and those experiences 
can be rewarding. 

 
The Dog 
Newspaper  
 

The author learns a 
lesson about being a 
successful writer after 
her first publication is a 
failure. 

*COMPLETE WITH YOUR 
OWN PERSONAL 
CONNECTION* 

8. Never Give Up 
When trying to achieve a 
goal, you will 
experiences challenges 
and failures, but you can 
achieve anything when 
you keep persevering! 

“Sybil 
Ludington” 
from We Were 
There, Too! 
 

   

James Forten 
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Understanding THEME 

Theme = the implied message, moral, or lesson in the 

story. 

- The author uses the real person’s experiences to teach the reader 

something about life. 

Text Lesson Person 
Learned 

Personal 
Connection 

THEME 

 
“Joseph Plumb 
Martin” from 
We Were 
There, Too! 
 

   

 
The Dog 
Newspaper  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

“Sybil 
Ludington” 
from We Were 
There, Too! 
 

   

James Forten 
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Lesson 9 
 

Bridging: Genre-Literary Nonfiction 

Lesson Overview: 5.7/Fig. 19D, 5.7A, 5.14/Fig. 19D, 5.7/Fig. 19E 

Text: 5th Grade Bridging Read Aloud: The Greatest Conductor 

Approach: Minilesson 

 

 BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Read the selection that is included as a handout at the end of this lesson 5th Grade Bridging Read 

Aloud: The Greatest Conductor. You will be using this selection to read aloud and THINK aloud with 

your students, either under the document camera or on the SmartBoard. During the lesson, you will want 

to track your thinking about what you are reading, according to the genre noticings and minilessons you 

taught. (For example, you will want to record inferences, infer about literary language, identify any 

themes you notice, and record the purpose of any media that may be included.) Identify and plan these 

Think Aloud stopping points using sticky notes and The Greatest Conductor. Be familiar with the text 

and what you want to record on the passage before you teach the lesson.   

 

2. Cut apart the questions that follow the 5th Grade Bridging Read Aloud: The Greatest Conductor so 

that you can attach them to the appropriate anchor chart. 

 

Bridging: Literary Nonfiction Minilesson 

 

1. Display the Making Inferences Anchor Charts, Media in Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart, 

Summarizing Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart, and Understanding Theme Anchor Chart and 

explain that test makers have certain language that they use when they write test questions.   

 You must explicitly make the connection between the skills they have learned in class and what 

the test question is asking the reader to do.  

 

2. Using the questions from the 5th Grade Bridging Read Aloud: The Greatest Conductor, read the 

first question and explain what the question is asking the reader to do. Then model using the 

appropriate Anchor Chart and the evidence from the text to support your thinking in crafting your 

answer.   

For example, you might say: 

“What can you tell about Harriet from this selection?”-  This stem tells me that I need to make an 

inference about Harriet as a person. Let’s look at our inference anchor chart.  How do we make an 

inference?  We need to use text evidence to make an inference. Since the test makers don’t give me 

anything specific to make an inference about, I need to read the answer choices and find the 

answer choice that I have text evidence to support from the passage. Now, let’s read the answer 

choices.”  Read each answer choice and think through what makes it a possibility or not.  Refer to the 

text EACH time for every answer choice to model going back to passage to locate text evidence for 

your students. You might want to mark the answer that you think is correct with a maybe dot or 

question mark until you read and think through all the answer choices.  Then mark the correct 

answer. 

 

3. Cut out this question and add it to the appropriate anchor chart (in this case you will add this question 

to the inference anchor chart). 
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4. Continue using this same process until you have bridged all 10 questions. 

Question 2=Inference Anchor Chart 

Question 3= Inference Anchor Chart 

Question 4=Summarizing Anchor Chart 

Question 5=Inference Anchor Chart 

Question 6=Literary Language Anchor Chart 

Question 7=Theme Anchor Chart 

Question 8=Inference Anchor Chart 

Question 9=Inference Anchor Chart 

Question 10=Media Anchor Chart 

 

5. Independent Practice: Student will complete the bridging assessment.  

 Use the data from this assessment to make informed decisions about individual student’s needs. 

 

6. Reading Workshop: Each day as students complete the independent practice, they SHOULD read 

their independent book, record thinking on sticky notes, paste them in their Reading Notebook in 

the Reading Response section, and continue to keep a Record of their Reading.  
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5th Grade ELAR Bridging Read Aloud 
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The Greatest Conductor 
by Laura Bresko 

 

The Beginning of Her Story 
1 Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in 1821 in Maryland. 

She grew up with her family all together on the same 

plantation. Then one day her master died. His slaves would 

soon be sold off to the highest bidder. Harriet knew that she 

would be taken from her loved ones. She decided to run 

away. Her husband and family didn't want her to go. They 

worried they would never see her again. In 1849, she 

escaped to freedom in the North. 

Taking Action 

2 Harriet Tubman treasured her life as a free woman. She decided to help others to freedom. She 

worked until she had enough money for her first rescue. Then she traveled to Baltimore and 

freed her sister's family. Over the next ten years she made at least twenty trips to the South. 

She led over 300 people to freedom, including her entire family. She was so good at freeing 

slaves that a reward of $40,000.00 was offered for her capture. That was a lot of money in 

those days, so masses of people were looking for her. 

Explaining Her Success 

3 Harriet Tubman's trips were successful because she was a master at planning 

her rescue missions. No detail was overlooked. She planned for food, clothing, and train tickets. 

She forged passes and gave sedatives to crying babies. She knew how to locate Abolitionists 

along the way and harbored her fugitives under their roofs. Unlike other slave runners, she 

never lost a passenger to the slave hunters. She was the greatest conductor on the 

Underground Railroad, and many hoped she'd come for them. 

The Rest of Her Story 

4 When the Civil War began, Harriet Tubman supported the war effort as nurse, cook, and spy 

for the Union Army. It is said that no officer failed to tip his hat when he saw her. Some thirty 

years after the Civil War, Tubman finally received a veteran's pension of $20 a month for the 

rest of her life. She used the money to fund the "Harriet Tubman Home for Aged Colored 

People." She died there at the age of 91. She will always be remembered as one of the bravest 

women in American history.
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1 What can you tell about Harriet from this selection? 

A She liked the South. 

B She wanted to move away from her family. 

C She didn't care about other people. 

D She thought slavery was wrong. 

 

 

2 Which word best describes Harriet? 

 

F Frightened 

G Rebellious 

H Selfish 

J Courageous 

 

 

 

3 The author wrote this selection to — 

 A scare readers with a true story.  

B teach readers how to be strong. 

C entertain readers with an amusing story. 

D inform readers about a brave woman. 
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4 Which of the following is the best summary of this selection? 

F Harriet Tubman was born into slavery in 1821 in Maryland. Although she grew up with all of her 

family there together, when her master died, she feared they would be sold to the highest bidder, 

and she ran away. 

G Harriet Tubman served as a nurse, cook, and spy during the Civil War. She earned the respect 

of officers and, thirty years after the Civil War ended, finally received a veteran's pension for 

her efforts. 

H Harriet Tubman used her Civil War veteran's pension of $20 a month to fund "The Harriet 

Tubman Home for Aged Colored People." She died there at the age of 91 after a lifetime of 

serving others. 

       J Harriet Tubman is known as the greatest conductor on the Underground Railroad. 

Because of her careful planning and attention to detail, all of her missions were successful. 

Harriet led over 300 people to freedom. 

 

 

 

 

 

5 How can you tell that Harriet Tubman was a woman who cared for people? 

A She escaped to freedom in the North in 1849. 

B She worked as a spy during the Civil War. 

C She freed over 300 slaves in twenty years. 

D She grew up with her family on a plantation. 
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6 Read these sentences from paragraph 2. 

 

 

 

How would the effect of these sentences be different if the author had used the word "liked" instead of 

"treasured"? 

F Harriet would seem bitter about her freedom. 

G Harriet would seem burdened by her freedom. 

H Harriet would seem more helpful toward those without freedom. 

       
       J Harriet would seem less appreciative of her freedom. 

 

 

7 What is the main lesson of the selection? 

A Success results from luck. 

B Success leads to too much pride. 

C Courage comes from fear. 

D Courage achieves great things. 

 

 

 

 

8 The title "The Greatest Conductor" shows that Harriet Tubman was — 

F a noted leader of an orchestra. 

G the best guide to work on the Underground Railroad. 

H the best leader of the Abolitionist groups during the Civil War. 

    
       J a spy for the Union Army. 

Harriet Tubman treasured her life as a free woman. She decided to help others to 

freedom. 
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9 In what way were the Abolitionists and Harriet Tubman alike? 

A They worked as spies for the Union Army. 

B They did not lose passengers to the slave runners. 

C They received veterans' pensions after the Civil War. 

D They risked their lives for the freedom of others. 

 

 

 

 

10 What is the purpose of the illustration next to paragraph 1? 

F To show Harriet Tubman "Taking Action" 

G To show Harriet Tubman "Explaining Her Success" 

H To show "The Beginning of Her Story" 

 
J To show "the greatest conductor on the Underground Railroad" 
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Test Key 
 

5th Grade ELAR Bridging Read Aloud 
 

 

## 
 

Item # 
 

Correct Answer 
Primary 

SE 

Secondary 

SE 

 

Obj/Cat 

 

1 
 

ITEM-5R0621070000000281-5R 
 

D 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

2 
 

ITEM-5R0621070000000284-5R 
 

J 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

3 
 

ITEM-5R0621070000000290-5R 
 

D 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 
4 

ITEM- 

5R_bls_08_23_2010_0000000025- 

5R 

 
J 

 
5.7 [S] 

 

5.F19(E) 

[R&S] 

 
None 

 

5 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000171- 

5R 

 

C 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

6 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000180- 

5R 

 

J 
 

5.8(A) [R] 
 

None 
 

STAAR: R2 

 

7 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000184- 

5R 

 

D 
 

5.3 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

8 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000186- 

5R 

 

G 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

9 
 

ITEM-5R0621070000000296-5R 
 

D 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

10 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000187- 

5R 

 

J 
 

5.14 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 
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5th Grade ELAR Bridging Assessment, Block 2, Lesson 9 
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Some questions (c) 2014 by STAAR Test Maker. 
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The Dual Legacy of Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings 

by M. G. English 

 

1 Many people move to Florida because of its sunny 

beaches. Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, however, was 

fascinated by the rural central part of the state when 

she and her husband visited there in 1928. She liked 

its wildlife, its orange groves, and its sunshine. She 

even liked its remoteness. She had loved her 

childhood summers on her family's farm in 

Maryland, and now she had the opportunity to enjoy 

country life once more. The Rawlings sold their 

home in the city of Rochester, New York and 

moved to Cross Creek, Florida. There they had a 

farm and an orange grove. 

2 In spite of the fact that she was accustomed to city life, Marjorie was happy cooking on her 

wood-burning stove. She and her husband repaired and painted the farmhouse. They 

learned to take care of the orange grove and the farm. Slowly, Marjorie settled in and made 

friends with the neighbors. Life at Cross Creek was difficult but satisfying. 

3 Marjorie had always wanted to be a writer, and she had been a newspaper reporter before 

moving to Florida. She had not been successful in publishing her short stories, however. 

During high school, she had won a contest and her story had been printed in a magazine. Since 

that time, the stories she sent to magazines had been rejected. She felt that living at Cross 

Creek would help her with her writing. 

4 Two years later, she sold the first of many stories set in her new home. As she grew more 

and more successful, she was able to hire someone to help her with the farm so that she 

could spend more time on her writing. Even after she and her husband divorced, Marjorie 

remained at Cross Creek. She was still very happy with her life there. She did much of her 

writing at a cypress table on her veranda. From there, she could enjoy the countryside she 

loved so dearly. 

5 In 1938, her third and best-known book was published. The Yearling was an immediate 

success, winning Marjorie the Pulitzer Prize for Best Novel. The famous story of Jody and his 

fawn Flag has become a classic. Like her other stories, it is set not far from where she lived, in 

the part of Florida that is now the Ocala National Forest. 
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6 Among her other books is one called "Cross Creek," written about the place she loved and 

her life there. The sound of the wind brushing through the pines and the palms, the perfume 

of orange blossoms, the flash of a redbird in the sunlight — all of these found their way into 

her writing. 

7 When Marjorie Rawlings died in 1953, she left her farmhouse and most of her property to the 

University of Florida for preservation. Today, it is a state historic site and visitors there can 

step into yesterday. The old Cracker farmhouse still sits comfortably beneath the tall orange 

trees. It is kept as though Marjorie might walk in at any moment. Flowers, vegetables, and 

herbs grow in the garden, ducks and chickens populate the pens, and the icebox and wood-

burning stove stand ready for 

use. Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings left the world a dual legacy: her stories and her home at Cross 

Creek. 
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1 With which statement would the author most likely agree? 

A Farm work is both difficult and unrewarding.  

B A place can shape the people who live there.  

C A setting should be fictional. 

D People should move to Florida. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Which word best describes Marjorie? 

 

F Humorous  

G Convincing 

H Determined 

J Frightened 

 

 

 

 

 

3 In paragraph 7, what does the phrase "step into yesterday" mean? 

A The house has not been cleaned. 

B Visitors will feel like they are in the past.  

C The house is in a town named Yesterday.  

D   Visitors have to watch their step. 
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4 In paragraph 1, the word rural means located in — 

F the city. 

G a residential community. 

H the country. 

J a mall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Read this dictionary entry. 

 

 

 

Which definition best matches the word preservation as it is used in paragraph 7? 

A Definition 1 

B Definition 2 

C Definition 3 

D Definition 4 

preserve \pri-'zurv\ verb 

1. to keep alive 2. to keep safe from harm or injury 3. to keep up; maintain 4. to prepare 

by cooking 
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6 Which of these is the best summary of the selection? 

F Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings was accustomed to the city life, but in spite of that, she and her 

husband moved to a farm in Cross Creek, Florida. She and her husband repaired and painted 

the farmhouse. They learned to take care of the orange grove and the farm. Marjorie found 

this new life difficult but satisfying. 

G Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings had been a newspaper reporter in Rochester, New York, before 

moving to Florida. During high school, she won a writing contest, but had since failed to have 

her stories published. She felt that the move to Florida would help her with her writing, and it 

did. She became a very successful writer. 

H Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings grew up on her family's farm in Maryland and lived in Rochester, 

New York, with her husband until they visited in Florida in 1928, and she 

fell in love with it. She and her husband bought a farm and orange grove in Cross Creek, Florida, 

a rural area in the central part of the state. 

      J     Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings always wanted to be a writer. Her stories were set in an area of rural        

central Florida that she loved and lived in. When she died in 1953, she left a dual legacy: her home 

at Cross Creek, which she donated to the University of Florida, and her stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

7 The author shows that Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings loved her home in Cross Creek mainly by — 

A describing the way she weaved her life there into her stories. 

B providing details about the awards she won as a writer. 

C listing the events that caused her to move to Cross Creek. 

D identifying various plants and animals on her farm. 
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8 What is the main lesson of the selection? 

F Follow your dreams. 

G Too much of a good thing isn't good. 

H Home is where the heart is. 

 

       J Write only about what you know best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 By reading the selection and looking at the illustration next to paragraph , you can tell that Marjorie Kinnan 

Rawlings was — 

A a newspaper reporter before moving to Florida. 

B happy living in Rochester, New York. 

C awarded a Pulitzer Prize in 1939. 

D not a well-known author. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 What is the purpose of including the information about her childhood summers in Maryland? 

F To show she previously enjoyed the rural, country life 

G To provide important information about her stories 

H To ensure that she had some farming experience 

J To teach a lesson about the hard life on a farm 
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Test Key 
 

5th Grade ELAR Bridging Assessment, Block 2, Lesson 9 
 

 

## 
 

Item # 
 

Correct Answer 
Primary 

SE 

Secondary 

SE 

 

Obj/Cat 

 

1 
 

ITEM-5R0621070000000150-5R 
 

B 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

2 
 

ITEM-5R0621070000000155-5R 
 

H 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

3 ITEM-5R1128070000000017-5R B 5.2(B) [R] None STAAR: R1 

 
4 

ITEM- 

5R_bls_08_23_2010_0000000050- 

5R 

 
H 

 
5.2(B) [R] 

 
None 

 
STAAR: R1 

 
5 

ITEM- 

5R_bls_08_23_2010_0000000054- 

5R 

 
C 

 
5.2(E) [R] 

 
None 

 
STAAR: R1 

 
6 

ITEM- 

5R_bls_08_23_2010_0000000057- 

5R 

 
J 

 
5.7 [S] 

 

5.F19(E) 

[R&S] 

 
None 

 

7 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000310- 

5R 

 

A 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

8 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000311- 

5R 

 

J 
 

5.3 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

9 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000314- 

5R 

 

C 
 

5.14 
5.F19(E) 

[R&S] 

 

None 

 

10 
ITEM-5R_08162011_0000000315- 

5R 

 

F 
 

5.7 [S] 
5.F19(D) 

[R&S] 

 

None 
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