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Block 3:  Drama 

11/10-11/25 

3 weeks (12 days) 

TEKS 4.1A, 4.5/Fig 19D, 4.5/Fig 19E, 4.3/Fig 19D, Fig.19A-F 

 

 

Week Time Frame Lessons Focus 

1 11/10-11/14 1-5 4.5, 4.5A, 4.5/Fig 19D, 4.5/Fig 19E 

Drama/Play Genre Immersion, Understanding Plot, 

Summarizing, & Understanding Stage Directions in 

Drama/Plays 

2 11/17-11/21 6-10 4.5/Fig 19D, 4.7/Fig 19E, 4.3/Fig 19D 

Drama/Play Genre Immersion, Making Inferences in 

Plays, Understanding Theme, and Bridging to STAAR 

Lesson 10-Bridging Assessment 

3 11/24-11/25  Flex Days 

 

 

 

 No Unit Assessment  

 

2 Flex Days 
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Block 3: Drama 

Lesson TEKS & Objective/Product Procedure 

1 

 

 

TEKS:  Fig 19A-C; 4.5 

Obj: We will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading. 

Product: I will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading a drama. 

Focus:  Drama/Play IRA  

Text:  Save Timber Woods! (Journeys) 

Approach:  Shared Reading 

Resources/Materials: 

 

2 

 

 

TEKS:  Fig 19A-C; 4.5 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding by 

creating a list of noticings and text examples. 

Focus:  Drama/Play Genre Noticings  

Text:  Save Timber Woods! (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson  

Resources/Materials: 

 Drama/Play Genre Anchor Chart 

3 

 

TEKS:  4.5/19D 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding by 

creating a list of noticings and text examples. 

Focus:  Understanding Plot in Plays  

Text: Save Timber Woods! (Journeys)  

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Understanding Plot in Plays Anchor Chart 

4 
TEKS:  4.5/Fig 19E 

Obj: We will summarize information in text, 

maintaining meaning and logical order. 

Product: I will summarize information in 

text, maintaining meaning and logical order 

when reading a play. 

Focus:  Summarizing Plays   

Text:  Save Timber Woods! (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Summarizing Plays Anchor Chart 

 

5 
TEKS:  4.5A, 4.5/Fig 19D 

Obj: We will make inferences, and draw 

conclusions about the structure and elements 

of drama. 

Product: I will make inferences, and draw 

conclusions about the structure and elements 

of drama by understanding the purpose of 

stage directions. 

Focus:  Understanding Stage Directions in Plays 

Text:  Save Timber Woods! (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

 Stage Directions Anchor Chart 

 



4th Grade Reading  3 
 

 

Lesson 1 
 

Drama/Play Genre Immersion  

Lesson Overview:  4.5, Fig19A, Fig19B, Fig19C 

Text:  Save Timber Woods! (Journeys:Student Magazine Unit 6, Lesson 29) 

Approach:  Shared Reading/Performance Reading  
 

BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Assign Parts of the Play - There are 3 scenes in the play, Save Timber Woods!  Each scene will be read 

by different students so that each student has an opportunity to read a part.  Preview the play and assign 

parts based on which part would be most appropriate for the readers in your class.  Assign the 5 Parts 

(Narrator, Lucas, Laura, Gina, & Hector) to students in your class for Scene I.  For Scene II assign the 5 

Parts (Narrator, Lucas, Laura, Gina, & Hector) to 5 different students in your class.  Finally, for Scene III 

assign the 5 Parts (Narrator, Lucas, Laura, Gina, & Hector) to 5 different students in your class.  This 

means that 15 students will have an opportunity to read a part.  If you have more or less students, 

adjust as needed! 

2. Create Stopping Points – At the end of each scene, you will stop to discuss the following: Record the 

following on sticky notes and place on the correct pages in the text: 

 Before Scene 1 say:  “The stage directions at the beginning of this scene tell me the setting of this 

Scene.  They tell me that this scene takes place in the kitchen at Gina’s house on the edge of the 

woods.  This entire scene takes place in this location.” 

 After Scene I, ask: “How is a play different from a story?  How is it the same?”   

 After Scene I, ask: “Why don’t the students want Timber Woods to be sold?”(They will lose a 

place to camp and picnic; animals will lose their homes.) 

 After Scene I, say: “We are transitioning to Scene II.  Every time the setting changes we will 

have a new scene.  Scene I was in the kitchen at Gina’s house.  What is the setting of Scene II? 

(the next day in the dining room of Gina’s home) 

 After Scene II, ask:  “What do the friends decide to do to persuade the town to buy Timber 

Woods?”  (They decide to go to the town council meeting and give reasons why the town should 

buy Timber Woods.)  Follow-up:  “Do you think their idea will work?  Turn and talk about your 

thinking with a partner.” 

 After Scene II, ask:  “We are moving to Scene III.  What is the setting going to be for this scene.  

Why do you think the playwright (author/writer of the play) included the stage directions at the 

beginning of the scene?”  (To help the actors or prop managers know how to set up/design the 

stage.)   

 At the end of the play (after Scene III), ask: How did ____________ (the student who read the 

part of Gina) know how to read the line on pg 55, “They listened to us after all.” ? (The stage 

directions told her to read it in an excited voice) 

 At the end of the play (after Scene III), ask: “Why do you think the author wrote this play?” 

3. Make sure each student has a copy of the play (this play is located in the Journey’s Student 

Magazine, lesson 29, or you can make a copy of the play that is included with this lesson). 
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Shared/Performance Reading “Save Timber Woods!” 

 

1. Introduce Text.  “We are beginning a new genre study of drama. A drama is a play.  Because a play 

is a story told through characters’ dialogue, we are going to share the reading of the play. I’m going 

to give each of you a part, and you will read your character’s part for the scene that I have assigned to 

you.  Today we are going to read, Save Timber Woods!”  

2. Allow students to read through their lines and become familiar with their part before you read 

the play together.  Walk around and listen in to students as they read.  Assist any students who 

are struggling with their part.  After a few minutes, begin reading the play aloud. 

3. Stopping Points – At the end of each scene, you will stop to discuss the following:  

 Before Scene 1 say:  “The stage directions at the beginning of this scene tell me the setting of this 

Scene.  They tell me that this scene takes place in the kitchen at Gina’s house on the edge of the 

woods.  This entire scene takes place in this location.” 

 After Scene I, ask: “How is a play different from a story?  How is it the same?” 

 After Scene I, ask: “Why don’t the students want Timber Woods to be sold?”(They will lose a 

place to camp and picnic; animals will lose their homes.) 

 After Scene I, say: “We are transitioning to Scene II.  Every time the setting changes we will 

have a new scene.  Scene I was in the kitchen at Gina’s house.  What is the setting of Scene II? 

(the next day in the dining room of Gina’s home) 

 After Scene II, ask:  “What do the friends decide to do to persuade the town to buy Timber 

Woods?”  (They decide to go to the town council meeting and give reasons why the town should 

buy Timber Woods.)  Follow-up:  “Do you think their idea will work?  Turn and talk about your 

thinking with a partner.” 

 After Scene II, ask:  “We are moving to Scene III.  What is the setting going to be for this scene.  

Why do you think the playwright (author/writer of the play) included the stage directions at the 

beginning of the scene?”  (To help the actors or prop managers know how to set up/design the 

stage.)   

 At the end of the play (after Scene III), ask: How did ____________ (the student who read the 

part of Gina) know how to read the line on pg 55, “They listened to us after all.” ? (The stage 

directions (In an excited voice) told her to read it in an excited voice). 
  

4. Independent Practice:  Students will read Hoderi the Fisherman (Unit 1, Lesson 5) independently.  

Students will use this text later in the week to complete independent practice. 

 

5. Reading Workshop: (Review any Reading Workshop Minilessons, as needed.) Each day as 

students complete the Independent Practice, they should read their Independent Book, record their 

thinking on sticky notes and paste them in their Reading Notebook in the Reading Response section, 

and continue to keep a record of their reading. 

Reading Workshop Review Minilessons 

 Up to this point, you have taught minilessons that have established routines and procedures for an 

effective Reading Workshop.  You will want to review the expectations, as needed, for your students, so that 

they have a clear picture of what to do when they are through with the Independent Practice that follows your 

Whole Group teaching. Review and discuss the following bullet points with your students, as needed.  

 Select a “Just Right” book that you are interested in and want to read. 

 Follow the Guidelines for Reading Workshop (refer to the anchor chart)  

 Track your thinking each day (use sticky notes, if needed) 

 Complete a Reading Response by the end of the week 

 Do your best reading and thinking every day.  Happy Reading! 
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Lesson 2 
 

Drama/Play Genre Study Noticings 

Lesson Overview:  4.5, Fig19A, Fig19B, Fig19C 

Texts:  Save Timber Woods!  

Approach:  Minilesson 

  

BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create the Drama/Play Genre Study Anchor Chart with the definition completed, but leaving both the 

Noticings and Book Examples columns blank.  You will complete this with your students. 

2. Create the Guidelines for Reading Workshop Anchor Chart. 

 

Drama/Play Genre Study Noticings Minilesson 

1. Display the Drama/Play Genre Study Anchor Chart and discuss the definition of drama/play with 

your students. 

 

2. Explain that all drama/plays share certain characteristics.  You might say “We have read the play : 

Save Timber Woods!”  Facilitate the discussion using the bullet points below.  You may have to 

model your thinking about the genre noticings. 

All plays …  

 are stories that are meant to be performed 

 the playwright (author/writer of the play)  wrote the play to entertain the audience with a story 

performed by actors with a specific purpose in mind. 

 the author created characters that will tell the story through dialogue 

 narrators are often included in the play to provide background information and details about the 

characters, setting, or events. 

 the playwright (author/writer of the play) includes stage directions to explain how actors should move 

or with what emotion certain lines should be read;  or how to set up the stage for the play  

 each play has a unique plot, but all have characters who have a problem that is resolved through a 

series of events 

 play happens in a specific time and place   

 plays are divided into large sections called Acts.  Each act is further divided into scenes.  A scene is 

a part of the play in which the setting does not change.  If the setting changes then you move to a 

new scene. 

 

3. Following the discussion, complete the Genre Noticings Column of the Drama/Play Genre Study 

Anchor Chart. 

 

4. For each Noticing, guide students to cite an example from Save Timber of Woods! Record the example 

in the Book Examples column of the anchor chart.  (A completed Drama/Play Genre Anchor Chart has 

been included at the end of this lesson.) 
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5. Students will paste the completed Drama/Play Genre Chart in the Whole Group Section of their 

Reading Notebook. ***(You may give them a completed copy or take a picture of the completed 

anchor chart and push it out to their LearnPad.)*** 

 

 

6. Reading Workshop: (Review any Reading Workshop Minilessons, as needed.) Each day as 

students complete the Independent Practice, they should read their Independent Book, record their 

thinking on sticky notes and paste them in their Reading Notebook in the Reading Response section, 

and continue to keep a record of their reading. 
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Drama/Play- is a story that is meant to be performed for an 

audience. 

Noticings 

Author’s Purpose: to entertain 

Characters: portrayed by the actors in the play; 

may include a narrator who provides 

background information and fills in details 

about the characters, setting, or events 

Stage Directions: notes from the playwright 

(author/writer of the play) that tell actors how 

to move or with what emotion certain lines 

should be read; give information about how to 

set up the stage for the play, including props to 

use and what the actors might wear; stage 

directions usually appear in parentheses and in 

italic type. 

Dialogue: the conversations between 

characters that are read aloud by actors; a play 

is made up almost entirely of dialogue. 

Plot: the action of the story, or what happens, 

as revealed through dialogue and stage 

directions; may be based on real events and 

people or made up by the writer. 

Setting: can be any place, real or imaginary; 

usually described in stage directions 

Acts: large sections of a play between breaks; 

can be further divided into scenes 

Scene: a part of the play in which the setting 

does not change; if the setting needs to change,  

then you move to a new scene. 

Book Examples- Save Timber Woods! 

Author’s Purpose:  

 

Characters:  

 

 

Stage Directions: 

 

 

Dialogue: 

 

 

Plot:  

 

 

Setting:  

 

Acts:  

Scene:  
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Drama/Play- is a story that is meant to be performed for an 

audience.

Noticings 

Author’s Purpose: to entertain 

Characters: portrayed by the actors in the play; 

may include a narrator who provides 

background information and fills in details 

about the characters, setting, or events 

Stage Directions: notes from the playwright 

(author/writer of the play) that tell actors how 

to move or with what emotion certain lines 

should be read; give information about how to 

set up the stage for the play, including props to 

use and what the actors might wear; stage 

directions usually appear in parentheses and in 

italic type.. 

Dialogue: the conversations between 

characters that are read aloud by actors; a play 

is made up almost entirely of dialogue. 

Plot: the actiona of the story, or what happens, 

as revealed through dialogue and stage 

directions; may be based on real events and 

people or made up by the writer. 

Setting: can be any place, real or imaginary; 

usually described in stage directions 

Acts: large sections of a play between breaks; 

can be further divided into scenes 

Scene: a part of the play in which the setting 

does not change; if the setting needs to change,  

then you move to a new scene. 

Book Examples- Save Timber Woods! 

Author’s Purpose: to entertain the reader with a play 

about 4 students who convince the town to try to save 

Timber Woods  

Characters: Narrator, Lucas, Laura, Gina, Hector 

Stage Directions:  

(Suddenly, Gina sees a deer outside in the yard.  She jumps up 

from her chair and dashes to the kitchen door, shouting.) 

(Grabbing a broom, Gina charges out the door, waving the 

broom and yelling as the deer runs away.) 

 

Dialogue:  

     Gina:  Get out of there!  Scram! 

Plot: Gina is upset by the deer in her family’s yard 

eating their favorite tree.  Hector, Laura, and Lucas help 

Gina realize that the deer are losing their habitat and 

Timber Woods is about to be sold to a developer.  The 

kids work together to convince the town to try to raise 

enough money to buy Timber Woods in order to turn it 

into a protected parkland. 

 

Setting: from the stage directions: 

 Scene I- Setting: the kitchen in Gina’s home on the edge of 

the woods 

 Scene II- Setting: the next day, in the dining room of Gina’s 

home 

 Scene III- Setting: a meeting room with rows of folding chairs, 

inside the town hall 

Acts: there is only 1 Act with 3 scenes in this play 

 

Scene: there are 3 scenes in this play: 

 Scene 1- the kitchen in Gina’s home on the edge of the 

woods 

 Scene 2- the next day, in the dining room of Gina’s home 

 Scene 3- a meeting room with rows of folding chairs, 

inside the town hall 
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Lesson 3 
  

Understanding Plot in Plays 

Lesson Overview:  4.5/ Fig 19D 

Texts:  Save Timber Woods! 

Approach:  Minilesson  

 

Understanding Plot Minilesson 

1. Display the Plot Line Anchor Chart and discuss the definition of each component of the plot. 

 

2. Explain that all plays have a unique plot that the playwright uses to convey his message to the reader 

by using characters who have a problem and how they resolve their conflict in the story.   

 

 
 

3. Fill in the Plot Line Anchor Chart with your students using Save Timber Woods!  A completed Plot 

Line is included following the lesson.  You may want to write the events of the plot on sticky notes to 

add to the Plot Line Anchor Chart. 

   

4. Independent Practice:  Students will use Hoderi the Fisherman to complete a Plot Line in their 

Reading Notebook using the handouts provided.  ***The events for the plot line have been included on 

a separate page if you want to use them.*** 

 

5. Reading Workshop:  Each day as students complete the Independent Practice, they should read 

their Independent Book, record their thinking on sticky notes and paste them in their Reading 

Notebook in the Reading Response section, and continue to keep a record of their reading. 

 



4th Grade Reading  18 
 

 

Plot Line 

Title:_________________________ 

         

 

 

                                                         

Problem/Conflict 

Resolution-Reasonable 

Ending 

Climax-Turning Point 

Introduction to Characters and Setting:   

Problem/Conflict:  Starts the Action; Problem the main character faces 

 

Rising Action:  Sequence of Events   

   

  

  

Climax: Turning Point of the Story   

 

Falling Action:  Event(s) that Lead to Resolution 

  

Resolution:  Solves the character’s conflict; Reasonable Ending-the 

character is going to be okay; Not always happy ending 
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Plot Line 

Title:_________________________ 

         

 

 

                                                         

Problem/Conflict 

Resolution-Reasonable 

Ending 

Climax-Turning Point 

Introduction to Characters and Setting: Four friends, Gina, Hector, Laura, and Lucas are researching a current 

event for a school project at Gina’s house.  Gina is upset that deer keep eating her family’s favorite tree.   
Problem/Conflict:  Starts the Action; Problem the main character faces 
When Hector reads them an article from the newspaper that says the deer problem will get worse when land developers cut down 

Timber Woods, Gina, Laura, Hector, and Lucas become upset and want to save Timber Woods. 
Rising Action:  Sequence of Events     

 They decide to get more facts for their report and present the information to their class in hopes that the class will want join 

them at the town council meeting. 

 The whole class decides to ask the town leaders to buy Timber Woods and preserve the land for both animals and people. 

 The four friends work to make signs for the meeting when Hector will present a statement for the group.   

Climax: Turning Point of the Story   

At the meeting, Hector explains that they want the council to find a way to buy Timber Woods and turn it into a protected parkland. 

Falling Action:  Event(s) that Lead to Resolution (Sometimes there are not any events that follow the 

climax and lead to the resolution) 

Resolution:  Solves the character’s conflict; Reasonable Ending-the character is 

going to be okay; Not always happy ending 
The council decides to delay the sale of Timber Woods for three months while they try to raise the money to buy the woods. 
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Plot Line 

Title:_________________________ 

 

 

Name:_____________________________________

____________________ 
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Events from Hoderi the Fisherman 
Directions:  cut out the events below and paste them on the plot line in the correct place.

Hoderi loses his brother’s fishing hook. 

His brother, Hikohodemi, is upset, so 

Hoderi sets off to search the sea for his 

brother’s fishing hook. 

 

 Hoderi loses his brother’s fishing hook. 

Katsumi, a sea princess, and her father, Sea 

King, help Hoderi search for the hook, and 

Katsumi and Hoderi fall in love. 

The sea creatures find the hook, so 

Hoderi must return home. 

Katsumi wants to go with Hoderi, but 

her father warns them that she will turn 

into a dragon if she leaves. 

Katsumi does not listen to her father 

and goes with Hoderi. 

Katsumi turns into a dragon and Hoderi 

never sees her again. 
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Plot Line 

Title:_________________________ 

 

 

Katsumi turns into a dragon and Hoderi 

never sees her again. 

Hoderi loses his brother’s fishing hook. 

Katsumi wants to go with Hoderi, but 

her father warns them that she will turn 

into a dragon if she leaves. 

****With Answers******* 
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Lesson 4 
 

Summarizing Plays 

Lesson Overview:  4.5/ Fig 19E 

Texts:  Save Timber Woods! 

Approach:  Minilesson  

 

BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create the Summarizing Plays Anchor Chart with the Character/setting, conflict, events, resolution 

sections left blank.   

 
Summarizing Minilesson 

1. Display the Summarizing Plays Anchor Chart and discuss the elements of a good summary that are 

included on the anchor chart. 

2. Talk through the bullet points under Choosing the Best Summary   

3. Use the Plot Anchor Chart from Lesson 4 to complete the Character/Setting, Conflict, Events & 

Resolution –with your students  

 
 

4. Guide students in analyzing Summary 1 & Summary 2 by labeling the parts included in the two 

summary examples.  Remind students that good summaries often combine paraphrased events in a 

concise way.  Discuss with students why Summary 1 is better than Summary 2.  Make sure students 

understand that Summary 1 is better because it contains the key elements of a good summary NOT 

because it is longer.  Summary 2 contains some of the key elements of a good summary, but it does 

NOT contain the resolution and contains an unimportant detail from the end of the play.  A 

completed Anchor Chart is included.   
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5. Independent Practice:  Students will work independently, with a partner, or with a group to select 

the better summary on the handout provided for  Hoderi the Fisherman using the process modeled in 

the whole group lesson. 

  

6. Reading Workshop:  Each day as students complete the Independent Practice, they should read 

their Independent Book, record their thinking on sticky notes and paste them in their Reading 

Notebook in the Reading Response section, and continue to keep a record of their reading
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Summarizing Plays 

 
A summary is the retelling in your own words, or paraphrasing, of the most important 

parts. 

  

The most important parts in plays: 

Conflict          Resolution 

 

Most Important Event(s) that move the Character  

from the Conflict to the Resolution 

 

Choosing the Best Summary: 

Look for the Character/Setting, Conflict, Events & Resolution. 

Avoid too many details or unimportant details. 

Avoid ideas that are untrue. 

Look for important parts that are paraphrased. 

Label the parts included in the summary. 

Character/Setting: 
  
 
 

 
Conflict: 
 
 
 
Events: 
 
 
 
Resolution: 
 
 

 

Summary 1 
While working on a school project with Hector, 

Laura, and Lucas, Gina gets mad that deer are 

destroying her family’s yard.  The four friends work 

together along with their class to convince the city 

leaders to save Timber Woods.  The town leaders 

delay the sale so they can raise the money to buy 

Timber Woods and turn it into a protected parkland. 

Summary 2 
Four friends are working on a class project at Gina’s 

house.  They want to save Timber Woods.  They start 

coming up with ideas to raise money to buy Timber 

Woods. 
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Summarizing Plays 

 
A summary is the retelling in your own words, or paraphrasing, of the most important 

parts. 

  

The most important parts in plays: 

Conflict          Resolution 

 

Most Important Event(s) that move the Character  

from the Conflict to the Resolution 

 

Choosing the Best Summary: 

Look for the Character/Setting, Conflict, Events & Resolution. 

Avoid too many details or unimportant details. 

Avoid ideas that are untrue. 

Look for important parts that are paraphrased. 

Label the parts included in the summary. 

Character/Setting: 
Four friends, Gina, Hector, Laura, and Lucas are 
researching a current event for a school project at Gina’s 
house.  Gina is upset that deer keep eating her family’s 
favorite tree.   
Conflict: 
When Hector reads them an article from the newspaper 
that says the deer problem will get worse when land 
developers cut down Timber Woods, Gina, Laura, Hector, 
and Lucas become upset and want to save Timber Woods. 
Events: 
Their whole class decides to join Gina, Lucas, Laura, and 
Hector to ask the town leaders to buy Timber Woods.  At 
the town council meeting, Hector explains that they want 
the council to find a way to buy Timber Woods and turn it 
into a protected parkland. 
Resolution: 
The council decides to delay the sale of Timber Woods for 
three months while they try to raise the money to buy the 
woods.  

Summary 1 
While working on a school project with Hector, 

Laura, and Lucas, Gina gets mad that deer are 

destroying her family’s yard.  The four friends work 

together along with their class to convince the city 

leaders to save Timber Woods.  The town leaders 

delay the sale so they can raise the money to buy 

Timber Woods and turn it into a protected parkland. 

Summary 2 
Four friends are working on a class project at Gina’s 

house.  They want to save Timber Woods.  They start 

coming up with ideas to raise money to buy Timber 

Woods. 
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Summarizing Plays 

A summary is the retelling in your own words, or paraphrasing, of the most important 

parts. 

  

The most important parts in plays: 

Conflict          Resolution 

 

Most Important Event(s) that move the Character  

from the Conflict to the Resolution 

 

Choosing the Best Summary: 
Look for the Character/Setting, Conflict, Events & Resolution. 

Avoid too many details or unimportant details. 

Avoid ideas that are untrue. 

Look for important parts that are paraphrased. 

Label the parts included in the summary. 

Character/Setting: 
Four friends, Gina, Hector, Laura, and Lucas are researching a 
current event for a school project at Gina’s house.  Gina is 
upset that deer keep eating her family’s favorite tree.   
Conflict: 
When Hector reads them an article from the newspaper that 
says the deer problem will get worse when land developers 
cut down Timber Woods, Gina, Laura, Hector, and Lucas 
become upset and want to save Timber Woods. 
Events: 
Their whole class decides to join Gina, Lucas, Laura, and 
Hector to ask the town leaders to buy Timber Woods.  At the 
town council meeting, Hector explains that they want the 
council to find a way to buy Timber Woods and turn it into a 
protected parkland. 
Resolution: 
The council decides to delay the sale of Timber Woods for 
three months while they try to raise the money to buy the 
woods.  
 
 

Summary 1  is a better summary 
While working on a school project with Hector, Laura,  
                              Characters/Setting 
and Lucas, Gina gets mad that deer are destroying her  
 
family’s yard.  The four friends work together along with  
                                 Conflict & Events 
their class to convince the city leaders to save Timber  
 
Woods.  The town leaders delay the sale so they can raise  
                                       Resolution 
the money to buy Timber Woods and turn it into a  
 
protected parkland. 

Summary 2 
Four friends are working on a class project at Gina’s 
                                Characters/Setting 
 house.  They want to save Timber Woods.  They start  

Conflict 
coming up with ideas to raise money to buy Timber 

Detail from the End of the Play 
Woods. 
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Name:____________________________ 

Summarizing Plays 

A summary is the retelling in your own words, or paraphrasing, of the most important parts. 

  

The most important parts in plays: 

Conflict          Resolution 

 

Most Important Event(s) that move the Character  

from the Conflict to the Resolution 

 

Choosing the Best Summary: 

Look for the Character/Setting, Conflict, Events & Resolution. 

Avoid too many details or unimportant details. 

Avoid ideas that are untrue. 

Look for important parts that are paraphrased. 

Label the parts included in the summary. 

Character/Setting: 
 
 
Conflict: 
 
 
Events: 
 
 
 
 
 
Resolution: 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary 1   
 
Hoderi, a hunter, and Hikohodemi, a fisherman, are  
 
brothers.  Hoderi wants to become a fisherman.  He goes  
 
to look for a fishing hook and falls in love with Katsumi.   
 
Her father gets angry and tells her she will turn into a  
 
dragon.  Hoderi never sees Katsumi again. 

 
 
Summary 2 
 
Hoderi looses his brother’s fishing hook, so he goes to  
 
search for it.  While searching for the hook, Hoderi falls in  
 
love with Katsumi.  They ignore the Sea King’s warning  
 
and return to Hoderi’s villange.  Katsumi fulfills the Sea  
 
King’s warning, and Hoderi never sees her again. 
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Lesson 5 
Understanding Stage Directions 

Lesson Overview:  4.5A, 4.5/Fig 19D 

Texts:  Save Timber Woods! 

Approach:  Minilesson  

 

BEFORE THE LESSON 

1. Create the Stage Directions Anchor Chart without the answers.   

 
Understanding Stage Directions Minilesson 

1. Display the Stage Directions Anchor Chart and discuss why playwrights include stage directions and 

how they help the reader. 

 

2. Read the example of stage directions, and ask students to locate them in the play.  Use the stem 

provided in the purpose column to determine the purpose of each example. 

 

3. Record the answer on the anchor chart with your students.  A completed Stage Direction Anchor Chart 

with answers has been included. 

 

4. Independent Practice:  Students will complete the Understanding Stage Directions Handout for 

Hoderi the Fisherman. 

 

Reading Workshop:  Each day as students complete the Independent Practice, they should read their 

Independent Book, record their thinking on sticky notes and paste them in their Reading Notebook in the 

Reading Response section, and continue to keep a record of reading.
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Understanding Stage Directions  
Save Timber Woods! 

Stage Directions = notes from the playwright that tell actors how to move or with what emotion 

certain lines should be read; give information about how to set up the stage for the play, including 

what props to use and what actors might wear. 
Pg #  Stage Direction Purpose 
48 Read this stage direction from the play.  

 
(Suddenly, Gina sees a deer outside in the 
yard.  She jumps up from her chair and 
dashes to the kitchen door, shouting.) 

What does the stage direction suggest about 
Gina? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
49 Gina (In an annoyed voice): Well, not in 

my backyard 
The playwright included these stage directions 
most likely to- 
 
 
 
 
 

54 (A meeting room with rows of folding 
chairs, inside the town hall) 

The stage directions at the beginning of Scene III 
help the reader by- 
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Understanding Stage Directions  
Save Timber Woods! 

With Answers 

Stage Directions = notes from the playwright that tell actors how to move or with what emotion 

certain lines should be read; give information about how to set up the stage for the play, including 

what props to use and what actors might wear. 
Pg #  Stage Direction Purpose 
48 Read this stage direction from the play.  

 
(Suddenly, Gina sees a deer outside in the 
yard.  She jumps up from her chair and 
dashes to the kitchen door, shouting.) 

What does the stage direction suggest about 
Gina? 
She is annoyed by the deer 
 
 

 
49 Gina (In an annoyed voice): Well, not in 

my backyard 
The playwright included these stage directions 
most likely to- 
 
help the reader understand how Gina is feeling 
 
 

54 (A meeting room with rows of folding 
chairs, inside the town hall) 

The stage directions at the beginning of Scene III 
help the reader by- 
 
establishing the setting  
 
 

 

 

 



4th Grade Reading  32 
 

 

Name:___________________________________________ 

Understanding Stage Directions  
Hoderi the Fisherman 

 

Pg #  Stage Direction Purpose 
135 Read this stage direction from the play.  

 
Hoderi: (Sadly) The sea creatures have 
found the lost hook, Katsaumi.  Now I 
must return home. 

What does the stage direction suggest about 
Katsaumi? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
135 (Underwater, near the Sea King’s palace) The stage directions at the beginning of Scene II 

help the reader by- 
 
 
 
 
 
 

136 Hoderi: (Sorrowfully): Then I shall search 
the entire sea until I find it.  (Hoderi dives 
into the water.) 

The playwright included these stage directions 
most likely to- 
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Lesson TEKS & Objective/Product Procedure 

6 

 

 

TEKS:  Fig 19A-C; 4.5 

Obj: We will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading. 

Product: I will establish purpose, ask 

questions, and monitor comprehension 

when reading a drama. 

Focus:  Drama/Play IRA  

Text:  (Journeys) 

Approach:  Shared Reading Resources/ Power 

of W.O.W.! Materials: 

 

7 

 

 

TEKS:  4.5/Fig 19D 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding by 

answering test-formatted questions. 

Focus:  Making Inferences in Plays  

Text:  Power of W.O.W.! (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

Media in Literary Nonfiction Anchor Chart 

8 

 

TEKS:  4.3/Fig 19D 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of fiction and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of fiction and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding by 

answering test-formatted questions. 

Focus:  Understanding Theme  

Text:  Saving Timber Woods!, Power of 

W.O.W.!, & Hoderi the Fisherman (Journeys) 

Approach:  Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

Understanding Theme Anchor Chart 

9 
TEKS:  4.3/Fig 19D, 4.5/Fig. 19D, 4.5A 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding by 

answering test-formatted questions. 

Focus:  Bridging to the Testing Genre  

Text:  Carol and Slapper Compromise 

(included in the lesson) 

Approach:  IRA/Minilesson 

Resources/Materials: 

Bridging Read Aloud “Carol and Slapper 

Compromise” 

10 
TEKS:  4.3/Fig 19D, 4.5/Fig. 19D, 4.5A 

Obj: We will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding. 

Product: I will understand, make inferences, 

and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of drama and provide evidence 

from text to support our understanding by 

answering test-formatted questions. 

Focus:  Bridging Assessment  

Text:   

Approach:   

Resources/Materials: 

Bridging Assessment “The Rocking Chair” 

(included in the lesson) 
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Lesson 6 
 

Drama/Play Genre Immersion  

Lesson Overview:  4.5, Fig19A, Fig19B, Fig19C 

Text:  Save Timber Woods! (Journeys:Student Magazine Unit 6, Lesson 29) 

Approach:  Shared Reading/Performance Reading  
 

BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Assign Parts of the Play - There are 9 Parts (Ileana, Jake, Erica, Maria Kopanas (television news 

reporter), Shane, Jason, Camera Operator, Mr. Diaz, Mrs. Nguyen) in the play, Power of W.O.W.!  Each 

scene will be read by different students.  Preview the play, Power of W.O.W.!, and assign parts based on 

which part would be most appropriate for the readers in your class.   

 In Act One, Scene One:Assign the 2 Parts (Ileana, and Mrs. Nguyen)  

 In Act One, Scene Two: Assign the 4 Parts (Shane, Ileana, Jason, and Jake) 

 In Act Two, Scene One: Assign the 4 Parts (Mr. Diaz, Shane, Ileana, and Jason) 

 In Act Two, Scene Two: Assign the 7 Parts (Erica, Ileana, Jake, Maria Kopanas, Camera  

Operator, Jason, and Shane) 

 In Act Two, Scene Three: Assign the 3 Parts (Ileana, Mrs. Nguyen, and Shane) 

 This means that 20 students will have an opportunity to read a part.  If you have more or 

less students, adjust as needed! 

2. Create Stopping Points – You will stop to discuss the following: Record the following on sticky 

notes and place on the correct pages in the text: 

 Before Act One, Scene One say:  “What do the stage directions say before Act One, Scene One?  

How does that help us as we prepare to read this scene?” 

 After reading Act One, Scene One, ask:  “What problem do the characters have?”  (They don’t 

have enough money to keep the bookmobile running.)   

 After reading Act One, Scene Two, ask:  “It sounds like these friends are devising a plan to 

save W.O.W.  Why do you think they ask for Jake’s advice?”  (He is Shane’s older brother, and he 

helped to raise money for a class trip.  He has some experience.)   

 After reading Act Two, Scene Two, ask:  “How would you describe Ileana?  Turn and talk with 

a partner about your thinking”  (To help the actors or prop managers know how to set up/design 

the stage.)   

 At the end of the play (after Act Two, Scene Three), ask: “How do Ileana and the others solve 

the problem?” (They have a car wash that taises money for W.O.W., and the news attention of 

their car wash brought in donations as well.) 

 At the end of the play (after Scene III), ask: “Why do you think the author wrote this play?” 

3. Make sure each student has a copy of the play (this play is located in the Journey’s Student Book, 

lesson 4). 

 

Shared/Performance Reading “Save Timber Woods!” 

 

1. Introduce Text.  “We are continuing our study of drama/plays.  Because a play is a story told through 

characters’ dialogue, we are going to share the reading of the play. I’m going to give each of you a 

part, and you will read your character’s part for the scene that I have assigned to you.  Today we are 

going to read, Power of W.O.W.!”  

2. Allow students to read through their lines and become familiar with their part before you read 
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the play together.  Walk around and listen in to students as they read.  Assist any students who 

are struggling with their part.  After a few minutes, begin reading the play aloud. 

3. Stopping Points – You will stop to discuss the following:  

 Before Act One, Scene One say:  “What do the stage directions say before Act One, Scene One?  

How does that help us as we prepare to read this scene?” 

 After reading Act One, Scene One, ask:  “What problem do the characters have?”  (They don’t 

have enough money to keep the bookmobile running.)   

 After reading Act One, Scene Two, ask:  “It sounds like these friends are devising a plan to 

save W.O.W.  Why do you think they ask for Jake’s advice?”  (He is Shane’s older brother, and he 

helped to raise money for a class trip.  He has some experience.)   

 After reading Act Two, Scene Two, ask:  “How would you describe Ileana?  Turn and talk with 

a partner about your thinking”  (To help the actors or prop managers know how to set up/design 

the stage.)   

 At the end of the play (after Act Two, Scene Three), ask: “How do Ileana and the others solve 

the problem?” (They have a car wash that taises money for W.O.W., and the news attention of 

their car wash brought in donations as well.) 

 At the end of the play (after Scene III), ask: “Why do you think the author wrote this play?” 
  

4. Independent Practice:  Using the text, Power of W.O.W.!, Students will complete the genre noticings 

handout for Power of W.O.W.! independently, with a partner, or with a group.  ***You may want to 

jigsaw the book examples by dividing them among the partners or groups.*** 

 

5. Reading Workshop: (Review any Reading Workshop Minilessons, as needed.) Each day as students 

complete the Independent Practice, they should read their Independent Book, record their thinking on 

sticky notes and paste them in their Reading Notebook in the Reading Response section, and continue to 

keep a record of their reading.
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Name:_____________________________________________ 

Drama/Play- is a story that is meant to be performed for an audience

Noticings 

Author’s Purpose: to entertain 

Characters: portrayed by the actors in the play; 

may include a narrator who provides 

background information and fills in details 

about the characters, setting, or events 

Stage Directions: notes from the playwright 

(author/writer of the play) that tell actors how 

to move or with what emotion certain lines 

should be read; give information about how to 

set up the stage for the play, including props to 

use and what the actors might wear; stage 

directions usually appear in parentheses and in 

italic type. 

Dialogue: the conversations between 

characters that are read aloud by actors; a play 

is made up almost entirely of dialogue. 

Plot: the action of the story, or what happens, 

as revealed through dialogue and stage 

directions; may be based on real events and 

people or made up by the writer. 

Setting: can be any place, real or imaginary; 

usually described in stage directions 

Acts: large sections of a play between breaks; 

can be further divided into scenes 

Scene: a part of the play in which the setting 

does not change; if the setting needs to change,  

then you move to a new scene. 

Book Examples-Power of W.O.W.! 

Author’s Purpose:  

 

Characters:  

 

 

Stage Directions: 

 

 

Dialogue: 

 

 

Plot:  

 

 

Setting:  

 

Acts:  

Scene
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Lesson 7 
 

Making Inferences in Plays 

Lesson Overview: 4.5/Fig. 19D  

Text: Power of W.O.W.! (Journeys, Unit 1, Lesson 4) 

Approach: Minilesson 
 

Making Inferences Minilesson 

1. Under the document camera, display the Inference Handout and review the definition of an inference. 

 
 

2. Read the Text Evidence in the first row. “When we have text evidence given to us, we need to make 

a reasonable inference.” 
 

3. Read the sentence frame under the inference on the first row.  “These lines suggest that Mrs. 

Nguyen believes-  This is asking us to make an inference about what Mrs. Nguyen believes/thinks.  

Turn to page 97 then ASK:  How is Mrs. Nguyen feeling in this part of the play? (regretful/depressed)  

Why? (W.O.W. will not be able to continue to come to Ileana’s neighborhood)  Gather responses from 

your students or model your thinking to compose the statement and write it under the inference column 

on the first row. “These lines suggest that Mrs. Nguyen believes W.O.W. will not be able to 

continue to come to Ileana’s neighborhood.” 
 

4. Read the inference on the second row.  “Ileana and her friends believe that it is important to save 

W.O.W.!  When we are given an inference, we need to find text evidence to support this inference.   
 

5. Read the question under the text evidence column on the second row.  “Which lines from the play 

support the idea that Ileana and her friends believe that it is important to save W.O.W.?  notice that the 

page number is given, so we need to turn to that page (99).”  Model reading through this page and 

think aloud.  “Ileana and her friends are willing to sell their possessions or figure out ways to raise 

money to help save W.O.W.  What specific lines from this page support the inference?”   Gather 

responses from your students or model your thinking to identify the lines from the play and write it 

under the text evidence column on the second row. “Jason: Well, we’re the community, and if we 

want to save W.O.W., we have to find a way to make money to pay for it.  Shane: I’d sell my 

bike, but I need it to get to school.  Ileana: Right.  Maybe there’s something we could do to raise 

money.” 

 

6. Independent Practice:  Students will complete the last three rows of the Inference Handout with a 

partner, group, or independently.  ***Point out that even though these rows do not have pg. #s students 

still need to locate this part of the text in order to make an inference or find text evidence to support the 

inference.  For the last row of the Inference Chart, students may make any inference with text 

evidence that supports it.***   
 

7. Reading Workshop:  Students engage in Reading Workshop when they complete the Independent 

Practice. 
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Name:__________________________________ 

Inference =  an idea that the author does not state 

Text Evidence Inference 
Read these lines from the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pg. 97 

These lines suggest that Mrs. Nguyen believes 

that W.O.W.-  

Which lines from the play support the idea 

that Ileana and her friends believe that it is 

important to save W.O.W.? 
 

 

 

pg. 99 

Ileana and her friends believe that it is important 

to save W.O.W. 

Which quotation best explains why Mr Diaz is 

willing to help Ileana and her friends. 
 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Diaz is willing to help Ileana and her 

friends. 

Read these lines from the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reader can tell that Ileana and Erica- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mrs. Nguyen:  The library does its best to 

assist us, but the money doesn’t go as far 

as we’d like.  We rely on community 

support, and people just don’t seem to be 

interested in contributing to W.O.W. 

Erica:  (Excitedly) How much do we have so far? 

Ileana:  (Sarcastically) A whopping sixty-five 

dollars. 

Erica:  We’ve been out here for three hours and 

that’s it? 

 

 



4th Grade Reading  39 
 

 

 

Inference =  an idea that the author does not state 

**With Answers** 

Text Evidence Inference 
Read these lines from the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

pg. 97 

These lines suggest that Mrs. Nguyen believes- 

 

W.O.W. will not be able to continue to come to 

Ileana’s neighborhood. 

 

 

Which lines from the play support the idea 

that Ileana and her friends believe that it is 

important to save W.O.W.? 

 

Jason:  Well, we’re the community, and if we 

want to save W.O.W., we have to find a way to 

make money to pay for it. 

Shane:  I’d sell my bike, but I need it to get to 

school. 

Ileana: Right.  Maybe there’s something we 

could do to raise money. 

pg. 99 

Ileana and her friends believe that it is important 

to save W.O.W. 

Which quotation best explains why Mr Diaz is 

willing to help Ileana and her friends. 

 

Mr. Diaz: True. (He rubs his chin.)  The “Texas 

Longhorn” recipe Mrs. Nguyen found online 

last month has been one of my best sellers.  

Sure.  You can use my parking lot.  You can 

hook up your hose right to the building. 

Mr. Diaz is willing to help Ileana and her 

friends. 

Read these lines from the play. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reader can tell that Ileana and Erica- 

are disappointed that only a few cars have 

come to their car wash so they have not raised a 

lot of money. 

Mrs. Nguyen:  The library does its best to 

assist us, but the money doesn’t go as far 

as we’d like.  We rely on community 

support, and people just don’t seem to be 

interested in contributing to W.O.W. 

Erica:  (Excitedly) How much do we have so far? 

Ileana:  (Sarcastically) A whopping sixty-five 

dollars. 

Erica:  We’ve been out here for three hours and 

that’s it? 
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Model/Guide students in making an inference and supporting it with evidence from the text. 
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Lesson 8 
 

Understanding Theme in Plays 

Lesson Overview: 4.5, 4.3/Fig. 19D 

Text: Save Timber Woods!, Power of W.O.W.  

Approach: Minilesson 

 

 BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Display the Common Themes Anchor Chart from Block 1 - picture included.  

2. Create the Understanding Theme Anchor Chart with the definitions completed, but leaving the table 

blank. 

 

Theme Minilesson 

1. Display Common Themes Anchor Chart and discuss it with your students.  

 Theme is an abstract concept for students. This anchor chart explains many common themes that appear in 

literature. Students need to be able to connect texts they read to the ideas on the chart in order to infer a 

specific them. 

 
2. Display Understanding Theme in Plays Anchor Chart and discuss it with your students.  

 Complete the first two rows of the chart with your students using the Common Themes Anchor Chart and 

the text. Model your thinking as you complete each section. *A completed sample is included in the 

handouts.* 

 For the last row, allow students to complete the Characters Actions/ Lesson Character Learned column and 

the Theme column  

 

3. Independent Practice: Students will fill complete the last row of the Understanding Theme in Plays 

Anchor Chart for “Hoderi the Fisherman” using their Reading Notebook. 

4. Reading Workshop: Students engage in Reading Workshop when they complete the Independent 

Practice. 
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Understanding THEME *ANSWERS* 

Theme = the implied message, moral, or lesson in the 

story. 

- The author uses the character’s actions/lesson learned to teach the reader 

something about life. 

Text Character 
Actions/Lesson 

Character Learned 

THEME 

 
 
 

“Save Timber 
Woods!” 

 

The four friends work hard and 
convince the town council members 
to delay the sale of Timber Woods 
while they try to raise enough money 
to buy the woods. 
 
The four friends research 
information to put into their current 
events report and present it to their 
class.  The class decides to ask the 
town’s leaders to buy Timber Woods 
and preserve the land for both 
animals and people. 
 
At the town council meeting, Hector 
explains why the woods are so 
important and what the students 
want the council to do.  The 
audience applauds to show their 
support. 
 

Never Give Up 
 
Persistence pays off. 
 
People can work together toward 
a common goal.  
 
The more people are aware of a 
problem, the better chance they 
can solve it. 
 

 
 

“Power of 
W.O.W.!” 

 

Ileana and her friends work together 
with their community to save 
W.O.W. 
 
Maria Kopanas does a television new 
report about the car wash which gets 
the message out to the viewers. 
 
Community members donate money 
to W.O.W. because of the efforts of 
Ileana and her friends. 
 

Never Give Up 
 
Persistence pays off. 
 
People can work together toward 
a common goal.  
 
The more people are aware of a 
problem, the better chance they 
can solve it. 
 

 
 
 

“Hoderi the 
Fisherman” 

 
 

Hoderi  and Katsumi ignore her 
father’s advice and do what they 
want anyway.   
 
Hoderi never sees Katsumi again 
after she turns into a dragon like her 
father warned. 
 
Hoderi and Katsumi learn to show 
respect to her father.   
 
Hoderi and Katsumi learn to do the 
right thing. 

Respect, Be Responsible 
 
Follow the advice of your 
elders/parents.  
 
Do the right thing no matter 
what. 
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Understanding THEME  

Theme = the implied message, moral, or lesson in the 

story. 

- The author uses the character’s actions/lesson learned to teach the reader 

something about life. 

Text Lesson Character 
Learned 

THEME 

 
 
 

“Save Timber 
Woods!” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

“Power of 
W.O.W.!” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

“Hoderi the 
Fisherman” 
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Lesson 9  
 

Bridging: Genre-Drama/Plays 

Lesson Overview: 4.5/Fig. 19D, 4.3/Fig. 19D, 4.5A 

Text: Carol and Slapper Compromise 

Approach: Minilesson 

 

 BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Read the selection that is included as a handout at the end of this lesson Carol and 

Slapper Compromise. You will be using this selection to read aloud and THINK aloud 

with your students, either under the document camera or on the SmartBoard. During the 

lesson, you will want to track your thinking about what you are reading, according to the 

genre noticings and minilessons you taught. (For example, you will want to record 

inferences, identify elements of the plot, identify any themes you notice, and record the 

purpose of stage directions included.) Identify and plan these Think Aloud stopping 

points using sticky notes and Carol and Slapper Compromise. Be familiar with the text 

and what you want to record on the passage before you teach the lesson.  You will want 

to demonstrate how you interact with the text as you read. 

 

2. Cut apart the questions that follow the Carol and Slapper Compromise so that you can 

attach them to the appropriate anchor chart. 
 

3. Make sure the Plot in Drama Anchor Chart, Stage Directions Anchor Chart, 

Summarizing Drama Anchor Chart, Inferring in Drama, and Understanding Theme 

Anchor Chart are visible and accessible in your classroom. 

 

Bridging: Drama/Plays Minilesson 

 

1. Read Carol and Slapper Compromise with the Think Aloud stopping points you 

created before the lesson.   

 

2. Explain that test makers have certain language that they use when they write test 

questions.   

 You must explicitly make the connection between the skills they have learned in 

class and what the test question is asking the reader to do.  

 

3. Using the questions from Carol and Slapper Compromise, read the first question 

and explain what the question is asking the reader to do. Then model using the 

appropriate Anchor Chart and the evidence from the text to support your thinking in 

crafting your answer.   

For example, you might say: 

“Which statement best describes the lesson of the play?”-  This stem tells me that I 

need to infer the THEME of the play.  So, I am going to go back the play and think 

about what lesson Carol and Slapper learned.  I know that Carol was upset with 

Slapper for destroying her home.  They both needed the trees for different reasons.  

Slapper agreed to only use the trees near the stream and leave the trees deeper in 

the woods for everyone elso.  They were able to come to an agreement, or 
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compromise so that everyone was able to get what they needed.  Now, let’s read the 

answer choices.”  Read each answer choice and think through what makes it a 

possibility or not.  Refer to the text EACH time for every answer choice to model 

going back to passage to locate text evidence for your students. You might want to 

mark the answer that you think is correct with a maybe dot or question mark until you 

read and think through all the answer choices.  Then mark the correct answer, (D). 

 

4. Cut out this question and add it to the appropriate anchor chart (in this case you will 

add this question to the THEME anchor chart). 

 

5. Continue using this same process until you have bridged all 9 questions. 

Question 2=Stage Directions Anchor Chart  Answer: D 

Question 3= Inferring Anchor Chart  Answer: B 

Question 4=Summary Anchor Chart  Answer: A  **annotate each summary 

answer choice like you did in lesson 4** 

Question 5= Inferring Anchor Chart  Answer: D 

Question 6= Inferring Anchor Chart  Answer: A 

Question 7= Inferring Anchor Chart  Answer: D 

Question 8=Inferring Anchor Chart   Answer: C 

Question 9=Inferring Anchor Chart  Answer: A 

 

 

6. Reading Workshop: Each day as students complete the independent practice, they 

SHOULD read their independent book, record thinking on sticky notes, paste them 

in their Reading Notebook in the Reading Response section, and continue to keep 

a Record of their Reading.  
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*BRIDGING READ ALOUD AND MODELING* 

Carol and Slapper 

Compromise 
by Laura Bresko 

 

Characters 
CAROL: A mockingbird who lives in a tree in the forest 

SLAPPER: A beaver who cuts down trees for food and for building a dam. 
 

 

1 [In darkness, the audience hears a loud crack and then a thud, like a tree has 

just fallen. There's an angry chorus of bird calls that follows. Lights come up on 

Slapper, chewing a branch from the fallen tree. Carol flaps about and then flies 

over and lands next to Slapper.] 

 

2 CAROL: What have you done?! 

3 SLAPPER: Oh, hello there. I've brought down that tasty tree. It's perfect 

for dinner, and then I can use it to build a home in the water, where I 

shall take a nap. 

4 CAROL: [Outraged.] That tree was my home. It was home to lots of 

other creatures, too. 

5 SLAPPER: What? 

6 CAROL: [Pointing with her wing.] That's my home you've just ruined! 

7 SLAPPER: That tree? 

8 CAROL: Yes, that tree. I used to live in it, but I guess I'll have to find 

a new home now. 

9 SLAPPER: [Scratching his head.] I thought that trees were for eating and 

dragging to the stream. I didn't know that your kind lived in them. What are 

you, anyway? 
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10 CAROL: A bird. I'm a mockingbird, and I make beautiful sounds. 

11 SLAPPER: Really? Will you make a beautiful sound for me? 

12 CAROL: [Sings a short, happy song, and then takes a bow.] Did you like that? 

13 SLAPPER: [Clapping his paws together.] Oh yes! That was the most beautiful 

sound I've ever heard. Can you make some more sounds? 

14 CAROL: [Angrily.] They're called songs, and why should I sing any more 

songs for you, home wrecker? 

15 SLAPPER: I'm really sorry. I didn't realize that beautiful songbirds lived in 

trees. I eat trees. And I use them to build my home in streams. I never 

thought that they might be homes for others. 

16 CAROL: Well, they are. Raccoons, opossums, squirrels, frogs — 

17 SLAPPER: [Laughing in disbelief.] Ha, ha. Frogs! That's just silly. Frogs live in 

streams. They're my neighbors. 

18 CAROL: That may be true, but certain kinds of frogs live in trees, too. 

And you should know where squirrels live — they're your cousins! 

19 SLAPPER: You have a point there. But they're distant cousins. I'm much 

closer to my muskrat relatives. They even live with me sometimes — in 

the stream. But why are we arguing? Can't you just sing another song for 

me, pretty please? 

20 CAROL: Well, we need to reach some kind of agreement before I sing 

another song for you. How about this: you agree not to cut down any 

more trees, and I will sing all through the day so you can always hear my 

beautiful music. 

21 SLAPPER: I love to hear you sing, but that's not going to work. Beavers 

are all about trees. Not only do I eat trees, I cut down the big ones and 

use them to make dams. You have to gnaw and gnaw — and then, once 

they've fallen, you have to drag them great distances to get to the 

stream. It's hard work, but someone has to do it! 

22 CAROL: [Thoughtfully.] Hmmm. Hard work, you say? I might 

have a compromise that will satisfy both of us. 

23 SLAPPER: I don't know. Beavers are all about trees, you know. 

Maybe you should just find another place to live. 
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24 CAROL: [Angrily.] Most of the animals in the forest are all about trees, so 

stop saying that! Trees provide shelter and food for practically every 

resident of the woods. They weren't made just for the beaver! 

25 SLAPPER: [Stammering.] I...I...I had, had no idea. I'm really very sorry to have 

upset you so. 

26 CAROL: [Angrily.] Hmph! You seem to know your aquatic neighbors quite 

well. You should get to know the rest of us, too. 

27 SLAPPER: That's probably true. [Extends his paw.] How do you do? My 

name is Slapper. They call me Slapper because I take my big tail and hit it 

on the water, making sounds that I thought were beautiful, at least until I 

heard your song. 

28 CAROL: My name is Carol. They call me Carol because I sing festive 

songs. About that compromise I was suggesting — 

29 SLAPPER: [Interrupting.] Oh, yes. A compromise. If it will get you to sing 

another song, Carol, I'm all ears. 

30 CAROL: So here's what I have in mind. How about you only cut down 

trees right next to the stream? It would save you work because you 

wouldn't have to drag the trees so far from within the forest. And then we 

tree dwellers will be careful to select our homes in trees that are farther 

away from the water. Everybody wins. 

31 SLAPPER: That sounds like a great idea! Beavers won't have to work as 

hard, and songbirds will have more protection making their homes in 

trees that are farther inland. 

32 CAROL: Is it a deal, then? 

33 SLAPPER: It's a deal! Let's shake on it. [Slapper extends his paw again. Carol 

offers her wing, and they shake.] 

34 CAROL: I'm so happy right now, I could sing! 

35 SLAPPER: That's part of the deal, isn't it? 

36 CAROL: It is! [She lifts her head and begins to carol while Slapper listens with 

his eyes closed.] 

37 [Sounds of the Texas state bird singing as the stage goes dark.] 

THE END 
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1 Which statement best describes the lesson of the play? 

A It is rude to destroy birds' homes. 

B The strongest always win. 

C Enemies can become good friends. 

D It is important to try to work things out. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

2 Read these lines from the play. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What is the purpose of the stage directions at the beginning of these lines? 

 

A To tell the actor playing Slapper what to say  

B To explain why Slapper acts the way he does 

C To show the reader what Slapper looks like 

D To tell the actor playing Slapper what to do 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Why does Carol get so angry with Slapper? 

A He wants to do less work than she does. 

B He cuts down the tree where she lives. 

C He wants a new place to cut down trees. 

D He does not want to listen to her sing. 
 

 
 

 

SLAPPER: [Clapping his paws together.] Oh yes! That was the most beautiful sound 

I've ever heard. Can you make some more sounds? 
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4 Which of the following is the best summary of the selection? 

 

A  Carol is angry with Slapper for destroying her home.  Because Slapper enjoys listening 

to Carol sing, he agrees to Carol’s suggestion that he only cut down trees near the stream 

and leave the trees that are further in the woods for the tree dwellers.  

  

B  Carol needs to find a way to save her home from Slapper.  Carol sings for Slapper so 

he will not destroy their home in the trees.  Slapper admits that he did not realize that 

songbirds lived in the trees.  

 

C  Slapper destroys Carol’s home.  Slapper enjoys hearing Carol sing, so he agrees never 

to cut down trees again.  

 

D  Carol suggests that Slapper only cut down the trees close to the water and leave the 

trees that are further in the woods for the tree dwellers. Carol and Slapper shake on it.  

Carol is so happy she sings! 

 

 

5 Read these lines from the play. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

These lines suggest that Slapper- 

 

A is angry about having to chew trees elsewhere.  

B is disappointed about having to move his home.  

C is confused about what Carol is telling him. 

D   is sorrowful about destroying homes. 

 

 

SLAPPER: [Stammering.] I... I...I had, had no idea. I'm really very sorry to have 

upset you so. 
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6 What can the reader tell about Slapper? 

A He is agreeable. 

B He makes decisions too fast. 

C He gets upset easily. 

D He is unkind to other animals. 
 

 
 
 
 

7 Why does Slapper say "Beavers are all about trees"? 

A  To describe the trees he likes to eat  

B  To explain that he has fun with trees  

C  To describe what he does with trees 

D  To explain that trees are important to him 

 
 

 
 
 
 

8 Why does Slapper listen to Carol with his eyes closed at the end of the play? 

A He does not want to see her. 

B He does not want to go back to work. 

C He enjoys listening to her song. 

D He is tired after making a compromise. 

 

 

 

 

 

9 Why does Slapper agree to compromise with Carol? 

A He wants to hear her sing. 

B He wants to have less work to do. 

C He wants to help the frogs. 

D He wants to cut down trees. 

  



GO ON 

 

 

 

Lesson 10  
 

Bridging: Genre-Drama/Plays 

Lesson Overview: 4.5/Fig. 19D, 4.3/Fig. 19D, 4.5A 

Text: The Rocking Chair 

Approach:  

 

BEFORE THE LESSON  

1. Make sure that you have a copy of the Bridging Assessment, The Rocking Chair, for each student.   

 

Bridging: Genre-Drama/Plays 

 

1. Independent Practice: Student will complete the bridging assessment, The Rocking Chair, 

included in this lesson. 

 Use the data from this assessment to make informed decisions about individual student’s needs 

and to form small groups. 
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Name:_____________________________ 

The Rocking Chair 

CHARACTERS 

CARA: A 12-year-old girl 

GRANDPA: Cara’s grandfather 

GRANDMA: Cara’s grandmother 

 

 

SCENE 1 
 

1 [The curtain opens, showing the back of a house. An old rocking 

chair sits on the back porch. Grandpa and Cara walk out the back 

door of the house and onto the porch.] 

 

2 GRANDPA: All right, Cara. Now that our bellies are full of 

pancakes, it’s time to work! 

 

3 CARA: Work? I thought you said we were going to be doing 

something fun, Grandpa. 

 

4 GRANDPA: It is going to be fun. 

 

5 CARA: Well, what are we going to do? 

 

6 GRANDPA: See whether you can guess. [Pointing toward the 

rocking chair.] What’s wrong with this picture? 

 

7 CARA: I don’t know. 

 

8 GRANDPA: See that? This is what happens when you ignore 

something. 

 

9 [Grandpa nods his head and looks at the rocking chair, giving 

Cara a hint.] 
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10 CARA: Grandma’s rocking chair? 

 

11 GRANDPA: Correct! The paint has been chipping for years—  

this chair was yellow, but you’d never know it. The wood is 

splintering. . . . And what about this? [Showing Cara.] This piece 

is cracked and about to break. Imagine your grandmother sitting 

down and having the seat collapse! 

 

12 CARA: So let’s go buy her a new one to replace this old piece of 

junk. 

 

13 GRANDPA: Now, now. The chair may be old, but it’s no piece of 

junk. We’re not going to buy a new one. You and I are going to fix 

this old rocker. 

 

14 CARA: Fix it? 

 

15 GRANDPA: That’s right. With our own two hands—well, our own 

four hands. It’ll be a great surprise for your grandmother. I have 

all the supplies we need in the garage. 

 

16 CARA: Seriously? No offense, Grandpa, but that thing belongs in 

the garbage. And I think Grandma would love one of those nice 

rocking chairs they sell at Deedee’s Designs. 

 

17 GRANDPA: [Shaking his head.] There’s no reason to purchase a 

new one when we can fix the one we have. Besides, this is your 

grandmother’s favorite chair, so it’ll be better than a new chair. 

 

18 CARA: [Doubtful.] If you say so. 

 

19 GRANDPA: Come on. [Lifting up one side of the chair.] Help me 

carry it into the garage. 

 

20 [Cara picks up the other side of the chair. The two carry it stage 

left as the curtain closes.] 
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SCENE 2 

 

21 [The curtain opens. Cara and Grandpa are working on the chair 

inside the garage. Cara sands the wood, and Grandpa hums 

happily as he works on replacing the cracked piece.] 

 

22 CARA: Is this good enough, Grandpa? 

 

23 GRANDPA: [Feeling the wood.] Almost. We want it to be smooth, 

and we don’t want to see a speck of paint. [Goes back to work.] 

 

24 CARA: [Sighs.] My hands hurt. This is taking forever. 

 

25 GRANDPA: More sanding, less whining. 

 

26 CARA: We should just buy a new chair. That’s what most people 

do when things get old—they replace them. 

 

27 GRANDPA: I’m not most people. 

 

28 CARA: Very funny, Grandpa. 

 

29 GRANDPA: I think you’ll find we’ll end up with a better chair this 

way—one that will make your grandmother very happy. . . . Aha! 

Look at this. 

 

30 [Grandpa places the new piece of wood securely in the chair. He 

proudly shows off his work.] 

 

31 CARA: It’s a perfect fit. 

 

32 GRANDPA: Yes, it is. Let’s finish sanding. [Grabs a piece of 

sandpaper and helps Cara.] When your dad was a boy, this chair 

needed some attention, too. He and I worked on it for your 

grandmother. 
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33 CARA: Wow! I didn’t know this thing was that old. 

 

34 GRANDPA: Yes. And see how long it’s lasted? 

 

35 CARA: I guess you and Dad did a good job. 

 

36 GRANDPA: [Nodding.] And your dad picked out the yellow color. 

Now it will be your turn to choose the color for Grandma’s chair. 

 

37 CARA: [Feeling the chair.] It’s nice to know we fixed it ourselves. 

Is it ready to be painted? 

 

38 GRANDPA: Yep. The chair looks great! It’s time for you to pick 

the color. 

 

39 CARA: Let’s paint it blue and make the back rails yellow—to 

remind Grandma of the way it was before. 

 

40 GRANDPA: Great idea. 

 

41 [Curtain closes.] 
 

 

SCENE 3 

 

42 [The curtain opens. Grandpa is admiring the rocking chair on the 

porch. Cara enters the porch from the back door of the house.] 

 

43 CARA: Grandma’s coming! 

 

44 GRANDPA: All right. Let’s surprise her. [Grandpa leans up against 

one of the porch posts, hiding the chair from view. He gestures  

for Cara to stand by him.] 

 

45 GRANDMA: [From inside.] Hello? Where is everyone? 

 

46 CARA: We’re out here, Grandma! 
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47 [Cara and Grandpa exchange a smile as Grandma walks out onto 

the porch.] 

 

48 GRANDMA: Well, what are you two doing? 

 

49 GRANDPA: Oh, nothing much. 

 

50 CARA: Yeah, nothing much. 

 

51 GRANDMA: Nothing much? I don’t believe that. 

 

52 [Grandpa and Cara exchange a look. The two separate, revealing 

the rocking chair. Grandma stares at it.] 

 

53 GRANDMA: Oh, my! It’s beautiful! 

 

54 CARA: We did it for you, Grandma. We did it with our own four 

hands. 

 

55 [Curtain closes.] 
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1 Read these lines from the play. 

 

CARA: Seriously? No offense, Grandpa, but 

that thing belongs in the garbage. 
 

 

 These lines suggest that Cara believes the chair — 

 

A has no value 
 

B is not used often enough  
 

C will take too long to repair  
 

D is uncomfortable 

 

 

 

 

2 The stage directions at the beginning of Scene 1 help the reader by — 

 

A establishing the setting 
 

B introducing the main problem 
 

C explaining the plot 
 

D describing the characters 
 

 

3 Which line from the play supports the idea that Cara is proud of the work she has 

done with Grandpa? 

 

A CARA: Is this good enough, Grandpa? 
 

B CARA: Grandma’s coming! 
 

C CARA: We’re out here, Grandma! 
 

D CARA: We did it with our own four hands. 
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4 What lesson does Cara learn from Grandpa? 

 

A Surprises can sometimes bring great joy to people. 
 

B Spending time with a grandparent is fun no matter what you do together. 
 

C Repairing old things to make them useful again can be rewarding. 

 

D Old things lose their meaning when they are made to look new again 
 
 
 

5 Which quotation from the play best explains Grandpa’s reason for suggesting that 

he and Cara work on a surprise for Grandma? 

 

A GRANDPA: This is what happens when you ignore something. 
 

B GRANDPA: I have all the supplies we need in the garage. 
 

C GRANDPA: Besides, this is your grandmother’s favorite chair, so it’ll be better 
than a new chair. 

 

D GRANDPA: Now it will be your turn to choose the color for Grandma’s chair. 

 

 

 

6 Read this stage direction from the play. 
 

[Cara sands the wood, and Grandpa hums happily as he works on 

replacing the cracked piece.] 

 

What does this stage direction suggest about Grandpa? 

 

A He is good at repairing rocking chairs. 
 

B He is enjoying his task. 
 

C He has the tools needed to make repairs to the chair. 
 

D He is glad that someone is helping him repair the chair. 
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Answer Key
 

Item 

Number 

Reporting 

Category 

Readiness or 

Supporting 

Content Student 

Expectation 

Correct 

Answer 

1 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) A 
2 2 Supporting 4.5(A) A 

3 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) D 

4 2 Supporting 4.3 Fig. 19(D) C 

5 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) C 

6 2 Supporting 4.5 Fig. 19(D) B 


